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Act 1

Scene 1

In a forest near the seat of the Grail and its knights, Gurnemanz, an elder knight of the
Grail, wakes his young squires and leads them in morning prayer ("Hey! Ho! Rangers
you"). Their king, Amfortas, has been stabbed by the Holy Spear, once bequeathed to him
into his guardianship, and the wound will not heal.

Kundry arrives in a frenzy, with soothing balsam from Arabia. The squires eye Kundry with
mistrust and question her. They believe Kundry to be an evil pagan witch. Gurnemanz
restrains them and defends her. He relates history of Amfortas and the spear; it was
stolen from him by the failed knight Klingsor.

Gurnemanz's squires ask how it is that he knew Klingsor. Gurnemanz tells them that
Klingsor was once a respected knight, but, unable to cleanse himself of sin, castrated
himself in an effort to attain purity, but instead became an evil monstrosity.

Parsifal enters, carrying a swan which he has killed. Shocked, Gurnemanz speaks sternly
to the lad, saying that this land is a holy place, not to be defiled by murder. Remorsefully
the young man breaks his bow in agitation and casts it aside. Kundry tells him that she
has seen that his mother has died. Parsifal, who cannot remember much of his past, is
crestfallen.

Gurnemanz wonders if Parsifal might be the predicted "pure fool"; he invites Parsifal to
witness the Ceremony of the Uncovering of the Grail, which renews the knights'
immortality.

Scene 2

The voice of the retired king Titurel resounds from a vaulted crypt in the background,
demanding that his son Amfortas uncover the Grail and serve his kingly office ("My son
Amfortas, are you in office?"). Only through the immortality-conferring power of the
sacred chalice and the Saviour's blood contained therein may Titurel himself, nhow aged
and very feeble, live on. Amfortas is overcome with shame and suffering ("A painful legacy
to which T am a slave"). He, the chosen guardian of the holiest of relics, has succumbed
to sin and lost the Holy Spear, suffering an ever-bleeding wound in the process;
uncovering the Grail causes him great pain. The young man appears to suffer with him,
clutching convulsively at his heart. The knights and Titurel urge Amfortas to reveal the
Grail ("Reveal the Grail!"), and he finally does. The dark hall is illuminated by its radiant
light and the round table of the knights is miraculously filled with wine and bread. Slowly
all the knights and squires disappear, leaving Gurnemanz and the youth alone. Gurnemanz



asks the youth if he has understood what he has seen. As the boy is unable to answer the
question, Gurnemanz dismisses him as just an ordinary fool after all and angrily exiles him
from the realm with a warning to let the swans in the Grail Kingdom live in peace.

Act 2

Scene 1

Klingsor's castle and enchanted garden. Waking her from her sleep, Klingsor conjures up
Kundry, now transformed into an incredibly alluring woman. He calls her by many names:
First Sorceress (Urteufelin), Hell's Rose (Hdllenrose), Herodias, Gundryggia and, lastly,
Kundry. She mocks his self-castrated condition but cannot resist his power. He resolves to
send her to seduce Parsifal and ruin him as she ruined Amfortas before.

Scene 2

The youth walks into a wondrous garden, surrounded by beautiful and seductive
flowermaidens. They call to him and entwine themselves about him while chiding him for
wounding their lovers ("Come, come, fair boy!"), yet the boy in his childlike innocent
naiveté doesn't comprehend their temptations and shows only little interest in them. The
flowermaidens soon fight and bicker among themselves to win his devotion, to the point
that he is about to flee, but a different voice suddenly calls out "Parsifal!". The youth
finally recalls this name is what his mother called him when she appeared in his dreams.
The flowermaidens back away from him and call him a fool as they leave him and Kundry
alone.

Parsifal wonders if the whole Garden is but a dream and asks how it is that Kundry knows
his name. Kundry tells him she learned it from his mother ("I saw the child at its mother's
breast"), who had loved him and tried to shield him from his father's fate, the mother he
had abandoned and who had finally died of grief. She reveals many parts of Parsifal's
history to him and he is stricken with remorse, blaming himself for his mother's death.
Kundry tells him that this realization is a first sign of understanding and that, with a kiss,
she can help him understand the love that had once united his parents, wanting thus to
awake in Parsifal the first pangs of desire. However, as she kisses Parsifal, the youth
suddenly recoils in pain and cries out Amfortas' name: having just felt for the first time
material desire with Kundry's kiss, Parsifal finds himself in the same position in which
Amfortas had been seduced and he feels the wounded king's pain and suffering of evil
and sin burning in his own soul. Only now does Parsifal understand Amfortas' passion
during the Grail Ceremony ("Amfortas! The wound! The wound!").

Furious that her ploy has failed, Kundry tells Parsifal that if he can feel compassion for
Amfortas, then he should also be able to feel it for her. In a distant past, she saw the
Redeemer and mockingly laughed at His pains in malice. As a punishment for this sin she
has been cursed and bound by Klingsor and has fallen under his yoke. The curse
condemns her to never be able to die and find peace and redemption. She cannot weep,
only jeer diabolically. Longing for deliverance, she has been waiting for ages for a man to
free her from her curse and yearns to once more meet the Saviour's forgiving gaze, but
her search for her redeemer in the end only ever turns into a desire to find her salvation



in earthly desire with those who fall for her charms. All her penitent endeavours
eventually transform into a renewed life of sin and a continued unredeemed existence in
bondage to Klingsor. When Parsifal still resists her, Kundry curses him through the power
of her own accursed being to wander without ever finding the Kingdom of the Grail again,
and finally calls on her master Klingsor to help her.

Klingsor appears on the castle rampart and hurls the Holy Spear at Parsifal to destroy him.
He seizes the spear in his hand and makes with it the sign of the Cross, banishing
Klingsor's dark sorcery. The whole castle with Klingsor himself suddenly sinks as if by
terrible earthquake and the enchanted garden withers. As Parsifal leaves, he tells Kundry
that she knows where she can find him.

Act 3

Scene 1

The scene takes place many years later. Gurnemanz is now aged and bent, living alone as
a hermit. It is Good Friday. He hears moaning near his hut and finds Kundry lying
unconscious in the brush, similarly as he had many years before ("You! Back again!"). He
revives her using water from the Holy Spring, but she will only speak the word "serve"
("Dienen"). Looking into the forest, Gurnemanz sees a figure approaching, armed and in
full armour. The stranger removes his helmet and Gurnemanz recognizes the lad who shot
the swan; to his amazement the knight also bears the Holy Spear.

Kundry washes Parsifal's feet and Gurnemanz anoints him with water from the Holy
Spring, recognizing him as the pure fool, now enlightened by compassion and freed from
guilt through purifying suffering, and proclaims him the foretold new king of the knights of
the Grail.

Parsifal looks about and comments on the beauty of the meadow. Gurnemanz explains
that today is Good Friday, when all the world is purified and renewed.

A dark orchestral interlude leads into the solemn gathering of the knights.

Scene 2

Within the Castle of the Grail, Titurel's funeral is to take place. Mourning processions of
knights bring the deceased Titurel in a coffin and the Grail in its shrine, as well as
Amfortas on his litter, to the Grail hall ("Let's go to the sheltering shrine"). The knights
desperately urge Amfortas to keep his promise and at least once more, for the very last
time uncover the Grail again, but Amfortas, in a frenzy, says he will never again show the
Grail, as doing so would just prolong his unbearable torment. Instead, he commands the
knights to kill him and end with his suffering also the shame he has brought on the
brotherhood. At this moment, Parsifal appears and declares only one weapon can help
here: only the same spear that inflicted the wound can now close it ("Only one weapon is
suitable™). He touches Amfortas' side with the Holy Spear and both heals the wound and
absolves him from sin. The spear, now reunited with the Holy Grail, starts to bleed with
the same divine blood that is contained within the sacred chalice. Extolling the virtue of



compassion and blessing Amfortas' suffering for making a pure fool knowing, Parsifal
replaces Amfortas in his kingly office and orders to unveil the Grail, which is never to be
hidden again. As the Grail glows ever brighter with light and a white dove descends from
the top of the dome and hovers over Parsifal's head, a chorus mysticus of all the knights
praises the miracle of salvation ("Miracle of salvation!") and proclaims the redemption of
the Redeemer ("Salvation to the Savior!"). Kundry, also at the very last released from her
curse and redeemed, slowly sinks lifeless to the ground with her gaze resting on Parsifal,
who raises the Grail in blessing over the worshipping knighthood.
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