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Preface

Ever since nature and consciousness were separated during the late
Middle Ages — giving rise to scientific thinking that considers only the
physical world and views the mind as merely an epiphenomenon of neural
chemistry — the spiritual beings who are the universe have felt abandoned
and unable to complete their work, which depends on human collaboration
for its success. Human beings have likewise felt abandoned and alienated.
In these remarkable lectures, Rudolf Steiner reestablishes the human being
as a participant in an evolving, dynamic universe of living spiritual beings:
a living universe, whole and divine. He does so in concrete images, capable
of being grasped by human consciousness as if from within. How is this
possible? Implicit in Rudolf Steiner's view is the fact that, essentially, the
universe consists of consciousness. Everything else is illusion. Hence, to
understand the evolution of the cosmos and humanity in any terms other
than consciousness is also an illusion. Whenever we are dealing with grand
cosmic facts, we are dealing with states of consciousness. But states of
consciousness never exist apart from the beings who embody them.
Therefore, the only true realties are beings in various states of
consciousness. In this sense, Steiner's spiritual science is a science of
states of consciousness and the beings who embody them. Indeed, any
science — physics, chemistry, botany, psychology — is a science of beings.
And the sensory perception, or physical trace, is simply the outer vestment
of the activity of beings in various states of consciousness. To describe
these beings, Steiner uses the names made familiar by the wisdom
traditions of the West. He speaks of the evolutionary states of Saturn, Sun,
Moon, and so on; the nine choirs of angels; elemental beings and nature
spirits; and the elements of fire, earth, air, and water.
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Introduction

IT IS GENERALLY ACKNOWLEDGED that the scientific revolution in
astronomy caused by the adoption of the Copernican hypothesis
presupposed a previous revolution, or series of revolutions, in theology,
cosmology, and epistemology — in how we know the world and in the
world itself that we know.

In other words, long before Copernicus proposed his abstract, purely
mathematical model of a heliocentric system, the process of reducing the
cosmos from a living, integrated organismic whole — in which humanity
was a holographic microcosm-in-a-macrocosm — to an extended, more or
less alien "otherness" — in which the Earth became a speck of dust amid
the infinite spaces so terrifying to Pascal — must already have been well
underway.

How this occurred is complex and necessarily ambiguous, because, in all
evolution-of-consciousness phenomena, what is "lost" is always
counterbalanced by the possibilities that are gained. Nevertheless, certain
things are clear: the emergence of individualized observer consciousness,
based on sense perception and brain thinking, demanded both the
diminution of consciousness — finally, to the brain itself — and its
separation from nature and the cosmos. Theologically, this meant the end
of understanding creation as the work of the gods; cosmologically, it meant
the end of angelology and the desacralization of nature, despoiled of its
spiritual origins.

All emanation — any prolonging of the creative act through angelic
"extensions" or Intelligences — became suspect. Religion grew deistic; God
became the sole creator; and humanity's relation to meaning was reduced
to what reason could manufacture on the basis of inferences from the
senses alone. Previously, the human being was known to be a spiritual
being, potentially a member of the tenth hierarchy, an angelic being born
of an angelic world, and so able to communicate with the other angelic
beings whose traces — presences — could be read in nature, in the stars,
and even in the very constitution of matter (as the alchemists knew). But,
in the centuries preceding Copernicus — really since the Council of
Constantinople in 869 and the reduction of the threefold human being of
body, soul, and spirit to a twofold being of body and soul — this whole



understanding was progressively eroded. Once united, angelology,
cosmology, and the cosmic nature of humanity fell apart. Human nature
became isolated from the rest of creation. Human beings became "cosmic
hermits" and finally, with the ascendance of heliocentrism and the ensuing
loss of the truths of geocentrism, became alienated even from themselves.
For the loss of geocentrism was not simply the loss of a "theory"; it was
the loss of reality itself. In reality, space — physical, psychological, and
spiritual space — is oriented by the Earth.

The space we inhabit today, as a result of these changes, is abstract,
material, mechanical, and empty. It is what Rudolf Steiner called maya, the
great illusion. We have the illusion that round about us different things are
scattered in an otherwise empty space — some are nearer to hand, some
further away, some larger, some smaller, but all exist in a continuum, an
infinitely extended material sameness. How much richer — and not just
richer, but also truer, and more real — earlier visions of the universe were!
Geocentrism and heliocentrism coexisted. The Earth then rested, spiritually
surrounded and permeated by the seven spheres, or states of
consciousness or being, through which human beings descended to, and
ascended from, earthly birth and whose influence and qualities ran through
all earthly and temporal phenomena. Around, in, and interpenetrating
these, the nine hierarchies of spiritual beings moved, and the fixed stars,
the twelve houses of life, creators of space, reigned. Permeating these, the
four elements — Earth, Water, Air, and Fire — and the three essential
principles — call them Sulphur, Mercury, and Salt (or Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit) — wove the dynamic lattice of creation. It was this kind of richness
and reality (only suggested here) that Rudolf Steiner sought, again and
again, to renew through anthroposophy.

Not that Steiner sought simply to revive earlier views. What he presents
is new and his own — the fruit of his own experience and extensive
spiritual research. This, indeed, is Steiner's great gift. On the basis of
innate faculties, deep study, a rigorous scientific training, true, brain-free,
living thinking, and — above all — long years of conscious meditative work,
Steiner was able to open a way for modern consciousness to begin once
again to live in the profound realities of the physical-spiritual worlds. Yet, at
the same time, all that he presents has its roots in esoteric tradition.

Born in 1861, Rudolf Steiner spent his first forty years preparing the
spiritual mission of marrying initiation wisdom and modern scientific
consciousness. This preparation was thorough and manifold. Reading his
autobiography, we note the following: a training in science and scientific



thinking; a profound and experimental, phenomenological study of
philosophy and epistemology; a deep immersion in the writings of Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe (who besides being a great poet, dramatist, and
novelist, was also a scientist in the Hermetic tradition of Paracelsus, Basil
Valentine, and the Rosicrucians of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries); an acquaintance with neo-scholasticism and the philosophy of
Franz Brentano. Against this background, we may note that Steiner was an
active participant in the cultural life of his day: a student of Nietzsche and
Stirner on the one hand, and on the other a follower of Haeckel's
evolutionary biology. More esoterically, we may observe that during these
years Steiner encountered two figures who overlit his mission: the herb
gatherer, Felix Kogutsky, and an otherwise unknown master, M.

Finally, mention should be made of an initiatory spiritual experience of
the reality of Christ in cosmic evolution: "a conscious knowledge of true
Christianity began to dawn within me. Around the turn of the century this
knowledge grew deeper.... This experience culminated in my standing in
the spiritual presence of the Mystery of Golgotha in a most profound and
solemn festival of knowledge."  Around 1900, then, Rudolf Steiner was
ready to assume the mantle of teacher.

He did so initially under the auspices of the Theosophical Society. What
he taught, of course, was always his own and in his own words. Working
as a Theosophist, however, meant, in the first place, the transformation of
theosophical teaching into "anthroposophy" — the path of modern western
inner development. More particularly, it meant meditatively testing,
confirming, and, where necessary, correcting the fundamental teachings of
Theosophy as contained in such primary works as A.P. Sinnett's Esoteric
Buddhism, H.P. Blavatsky’s Isis Unveiled, The Voice of the Silence, and The
Secret Doctrine — especially the sections dealing with the "Stanzas of
Dzyan." Mention should be made, too, in this context, of the teachings
contained in the lessons of the Esoteric Section of the Theosophical
Society, as well as of what might be called works of "secondary literature,"
such as the works of Mabel Collins (above all, Light on the Path), C.G.
Harrison's The Transcendental Universe, the works of Eliphas Lévi, and
various Rosicrucian works such as the eighteenth century compilation The
Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians.

What all this meant, in detail, cannot be gone into here. Some indications
may however be given. Steiner certainly meditated and realized, for
instance, the reality of the following:
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1. The truth of Number as Universal Cosmic Law (Unity; Duality or
Polarity; Threeness; Fourness; Fiveness; Sixness; Sevenness;
Nineness; Tenness; Twelveness, and so forth)

2. E.g., the mystery of Seven, the number of genesis, including:

a. the seven states or stages of consciousness, each associated
with a planetary embodiment (i. trance or universal
consciousness; ii. deep sleep or dreamless consciousness; iii.
dream or picture consciousness; iv. waking or object
consciousness; v. psychic or conscious picture-consciousness; vi.
suprapsychic or conscious sleep-consciousness; vii. spiritual or
conscious universal-consciousness)

b. the seven life conditions (the three elementary kingdoms and
the mineral, plant, animal, and human kingdoms)

c. the seven evolutionary conditions of form (the "globes" of
Theosophical literature): i. arupa (formless); ii. rupa (form); iii.
astral; iv. physical; v. plastic astral; vi. intellectual; and vii.
archetypal — transformed into a sophisticated and enChristed
evolutionary reality through the seven stages of Saturn, Sun,
Moon, (Mars) Earth, (Mercury), Jupiter, Venus, Vulcan

d. the Seven Life Secrets or Mysteries (each associated with a
state of consciousness and planetary embodiment): i. The
Mystery of the Abyss; ii. the Mystery of Number; iii. the Mystery
of Alchemy; iv. the Mystery of Birth and Death; v. the Mystery of
Evil; vi. the Mystery of the Word or Logos; vii. the Mystery of
Divinity

e. the Mysteries of the Seven Alchemical and the Seven Life
Processes

3. The Mystery of the Three Creative Functions, the Four Elements,
and the Twelve Zodiacal Realities

4. The Mysteries of the Rose Cross

5. The Mysteries of the Ten (or Twelve) Aristotelian categories and the
ten Sephiroth of the Kabbalah



6. The Mysteries of the Nine Hierarchical (or Angelical) Orders

This list is by no means definitive or complete, but it provides some
indication of the inner, esoteric work that Rudolf Steiner was performing
during the first decade of the twentieth century. Traces of this work are
apparent in the lectures he gave and the books he published during this
time. In these, however, he presents the "results" of his research, in his
own words, and in concrete, logically developed form. As a result, the
meditative sources underlying his themes are often obscure or hidden. This
is as it should be. For what Steiner is presenting represents the living
reality — fresh food.

However, as we read his lectures (and books) today we should be aware
that his original auditors knew much more of his sources, and worked with
them as he did. Thus, in a sense, and, above all, in his lectures, Rudolf
Steiner is always addressing "fellow researchers" — students and spiritual
friends of the same path. Such, likewise, should be the attitude of present
readers who wish to penetrate deeply into the spiritual gift before them.
That is, Steiner's lectures must be read meditatively, not for information.

The two lecture cycles included in the present volume are among the
most moving and exciting that Steiner ever gave. In them, Steiner goes a
long way toward fulfilling the mission of anthroposophy — that is, to
provide a unifying path between the spiritual in the human being and the
spiritual in the cosmos.

At one level, these lectures provide essential background and corollary
reading to the basic works of anthroposophical cosmology and psychology:
namely, An Outline of Occult Science and Theosophy. At another level, they
constitute the real beginnings of a modern understanding of the inherence
of spiritual beings in the unfolding of the universe: angelology as
cosmology. From this point of view, they form the work of preparation for
Steiner's great 1912 lecture cycle, Spiritual Beings in the Heavenly Bodies
and in the Kingdoms of Nature. Certainly, in these, as in other works —
such as Man as Symphony of the Creative Word and Man as Hieroglyph of
the Universe — Steiner single-handedly renewed the understanding of the
work of spiritual beings for our times.

These lectures are equally important from other points of view as well.
Here, for instance, we find the reality of the Christ and what Steiner calls
"the Mystery of Golgotha" articulated with enormous passion and sincerity,



together with the real sense that we are listening to words spoken out of
present experience. Indeed, we should not forget that Rudolf Steiner often
spoke in such lectures directly out of a meditative state. Thus, translating
these texts, one often finds that a given referent is uncertain. Close
examination reveals that Steiner is invoking something that occurred two
or three pages before as if he had just mentioned it. In other words, it
becomes clear that, for Steiner, all that he describes is present all at once.
In the last lectures especially, we feel that we too stand "in the spiritual
presence of the Mystery of Golgotha in a most profound and solemn
festival of knowledge."

At quite another level, these lectures call for a transformation of our
(scientific) understanding of humanity and the Earth within cosmic
existence. This is a theme to which Rudolf Steiner returned repeatedly. In
January, 1921, for instance, in the third of the "science courses" given to
the teachers of the first Waldorf school in Stuttgart, Germany, he spoke as
follows:

Astronomy as we know it today, including the domain of
astrophysics, is fundamentally a quite modern creation. Before
the time of Copernicus or Galileo, people thought essentially
differently about astronomical phenomena than we do today.
In fact, it is extraordinarily difficult to indicate how people of,
say, the thirteenth or fourteenth centuries thought about
astronomy because their way of thinking has become
completely foreign to us. Nowadays, we live solely in ideas
formed since the time of Galileo, Kepler, and Copernicus. From
a certain perspective, it is right and just that we do so.
However, these ideas essentially treat of the distant
phenomena of universal space — insofar as these concern
astronomy — only in a mathematical and mechanical way. We
think of astronomical phenomena only mathematically and
mechanically. When we observe astronomical phenomena, we
base our ideas upon what we have acquired from abstract
mathematical science or the equally abstract science of
mechanics. We calculate distances, movements, forces. The
qualitative outlook, which still existed in the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries and which distinguished individualities in
the stars — an individuality of Jupiter, or of Saturn, for
instance — has been completely lost to modern humanity. I



Certainly, these lectures are in no way "amateurish."

Christopher Bamford

Footnotes

1. Rudolf Steiner: An Autobiography (Blauvelt, NY: Steinerbooks,
1980), chapter XVI.

2. From The Relation of the Diverse Branches of Natural Science to
Astronomy, lecture 1. This lecture course exists at present only in
typescript, available from the Rudolf Steiner Library. An edition is
planned. The first two "science courses," are the so-called Light and
Warmth Courses.

will make no criticism of these things at the moment, but wish
only to point out that the mechanical and mathematical way of
treating what we call the domain of astronomy has become
the only one. Even when we acquaint ourselves with the stars
in a popular way, without understanding mathematics or
mechanics, we still find it presented to us, even though in a
manner suited to the lay mind, entirely in terms of space and
time, i.e., in mathematical and mechanical concepts. And no
doubt at all exists in the minds of our contemporaries, who
believe their point of view is authoritative, that this is the only
way in which to regard the starry heavens and that any other
way would be amateurish...2

∴



Prologue

ALL THAT ARISES IN TIME ORIGINATES IN THE ETERNAL. But the
eternal is inaccessible to sensory perception. Nevertheless, ways to the
perception of the eternal are open to us...

At a certain level of cognitive power a person can penetrate to the eternal
origin of the things that vanish with time. Indeed, once we broaden our
powers of cognition in this way, we are no longer limited to external
evidence where cognition of the past is concerned. Then we can see in
events what is not perceptible to the senses; we can see the part that time
cannot destroy. Thus, we advance from transitory to non-transitory history,
which is written in characters other than our ordinary history. In gnosis and
theosophy, this history is called the "Akasha Chronicle."

Only a faint conception of this Chronicle can be given in language. For
language is based upon the world of the senses. Whatever we indicate
with language immediately contains the character of the sense world. To
the uninitiated, then, who are not yet convinced by their own experience of
the reality of a specifically spiritual world, the initiate easily appears to be a
dreamer, if not something worse.

Those who have acquired the ability to perceive in the spiritual world
come to know past events in their eternal character. They do not stand
before them like the dead witnesses of history, but in full life. In a certain
sense, what has happened takes place before them. Those initiated into
the reading of such a living script can look back into a much more remote
past than external history presents and can also describe it — out of
unmediated spiritual perception — in a much more dependable way than
history can.

Here, in order to avoid possible misunderstanding, it should be said that
such spiritual perception is not infallible. Such perception also can be
deceived, can see in an inexact, oblique, wrong manner. No one is free
from error in this field, no matter how high that person stands. Therefore
one should not object when communications emanating from such spiritual
sources do not always entirely correspond. But the dependability of



observation is much greater here than in the external world of the senses.
What various initiates can relate about history and prehistory will
essentially agree.

—from Cosmic Memory

OUTWARDLY, AS YOU KNOW, WE BEGAN our movement by linking
ourselves — but only outwardly — with the Theosophical Society, and we
founded the so-called German Section of that Society in fall 1902, in Berlin.
Now, in the course of the year 1904 we were visited in various towns in
Germany by prominent members of the Theosophical Society ... The first
edition of my Theosophy had just been published in the spring of 1904 and
the periodical Lucifer Gnosis was appearing. In it, I had published articles
that dealt with the problem of Atlantis and the character of the Atlantean
epoch.... These articles contained a number of communications about the
Atlantean world and the earlier, so-called Lemurian epoch.  Several articles
of this kind had already appeared and, just at the time when the members
of the Theosophical Society were visiting, an issue of the periodical
containing important communications was ready. One of the visiting
members, highly respected in the Theosophical Society, had read these
articles dealing with Atlantis and asked me a question.... "How, then, were
these communications about the world of Atlantis actually obtained?"  The
question was full of important implications because, until then, this
member knew only the methods by which such information was usually
obtained in the Theosophical Society — namely, by means of a certain kind
of mediumistic investigation. Information already published by the
Theosophical Society at that time was based upon investigations connected
in a certain way with mediumship.  That is: someone was brought into a
mediumistic state — one cannot say a trance but into a kind of a
mediumistic state — and conditions were established that made it possible
for the person, although not in the ordinary state of consciousness, to
communicate certain information about matters beyond the reach of
ordinary consciousness. This is how communications were obtained at that
time, and this Theosophical Society member, who thought that information
about prehistorical events could be gathered only in this way, inquired who
we had among us whom we could use as a medium for such investigations.

1

2

3
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As I had naturally refused to adapt this method of research and had
insisted from the outset upon strictly individual investigation, and as what I
had discovered at that time was the result entirely of my own, personal
research, the questioner did not understand me at all. He did not
understand that it was quite a different matter from anything that had
been done before in the Theosophical Society. The path I had appointed
for myself, however was this: to reject all earlier ways of investigation and
— admittedly by means of supersensible perception — to investigate by
making use only of what can be revealed to the one who is him- or herself
the investigator.

—from The Occult Movement in the Nineteenth Century, lecture 2

IT IS WELL NEVER TO LOSE SIGHT of THE FACT that, fundamentally,
there is nothing in the universe but consciousness — consciousnesses.
Everything outside the consciousness of beings — of whatever order —
belongs to the realm of maya, the Great Illusion. This fact can be gathered
from two particular places in my writings. There are other passages as
well, but I am thinking of two in particular. The first is to be found in Occult
Science (Chapter IV), where the evolution of the Earth from Saturn to
Vulcan, the progression from Saturn to Sun, Sun to Moon, Moon to Earth,
is described primarily in terms of states of consciousness.  If we are to
reach the heights of these mighty cosmic facts, we must rise to a level
where we have to do with states of consciousness only. When attempting
to describe the realities, therefore, we can describe only states of
consciousness.

The same can be gathered from a passage in a book that appeared this
summer, The Threshold of the Spiritual World.  There it is shown how, in
gradual ascent, the eye of seership rises above the objects and processes
of the world around us, to a level where all these things pass away and
melt into nothingness, until finally the region is attained where beings
alone exist — beings in certain states of consciousness.

The only true realities in the universe are therefore beings in different
states of consciousness. It is because we who live in the state of human
consciousness have no complete survey of the realities that what is not
reality appears to us as if it were.

5
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In this connection, I have often used an analogy. Ask yourselves the
following: Is a human hair a reality in itself, even in the most limited
sense? Has it any independent existence? It would be nonsense to say that
a human hair has independent existence. The only reasonable point of
view is to think of it as growing on the human body. Under no other
circumstances can it exist; it cannot exist on its own. Everyone realizes that
it is nonsense to speak of a hair as a reality in itself, or to attribute to it an
independent existence, even in the ordinary, earthly sense; for a hair
cannot come into being as a separate entity.

In the same way, a plant is often thought of as an individual, independent
entity, but it is no more independent than a hair. For what a hair is on the
head, a plant is in the organism of the Earth, and it is nonsense to think of
a plant as an independent entity....

It is important to remember the point at which an entity must cease to be
regarded as a self-contained, independent entity. Indeed, in the most
ultimate sense that human beings can grasp, nothing has an independent
reality or existence that is not rooted in consciousness. Everything is rooted
in consciousness — in different ways.

Consider a thought, a human thought. These thoughts are in our
consciousness but not only in our consciousness; at the same time, they
are in the consciousness of the beings of the next higher hierarchy, the
Angeloi. While we think, our whole world of thought is a thought of the
Angeloi. Our consciousness is "thought" by the Angeloi. This shows you
that to attain seership we must enfold a way of visioning the beings of the
higher worlds that differs from our way of perceiving the world of ordinary,
external reality. Seership cannot be attained if we continue to think in the
same way as we think about the physical world of sense, about earthly
existence. In the higher worlds we do not only think, but we must be
thought and, moreover, know that we are "being thought." It is not easy to
characterize what seers feel with regard to their vision, for no human
words have yet been coined for it. But we can use a certain analogy.

Let us suppose we are making certain movements, not perceiving them
directly but observing a mirror-image of them in the eyes of another
person. By observing this image we know that we are making this or that
movement with our hands or our features. This experience comes at the
early stage of seership. We are aware in a general way that we are
thinking, but we observe ourselves in the consciousness of the beings of
the next higher hierarchy, letting our thoughts be thought by the Angeloi.



We must know that we ourselves are not directing the thoughts in our
consciousness, but that the beings of the next higher hierarchy are
directing those thoughts. We must feel the consciousness of the Angeloi
surging and weaving through us. Then enlightenment comes to us
concerning the onward-flowing impulses of evolution. For example, we
perceive the reality of the Christ impulse and how, once imparted, it works
on and is working to this day. The Angeloi can "think" these impulses. We
human beings can think of these impulses and characterize them if we
surrender our thoughts to the Angeloi so that they think in us. We can
achieve this through continual inner work, as described in my book How To
Know Higher Worlds...

—Community Lifefrom The Fifth Gospel, lecture 7

LET US RECALL SEVERAL THINGS I HAVE DESCRIBED BEFORE. I have
explained how authentic seership begins, how good seers have to acquire
a totally different relationship to the spiritual world than they have to the
physical world. I have said we perceive external beings and objects on the
physical plane as existing outside us. We face these objects and take
something of them into ourselves in the process of perception. Our I knows
about the objects and creates mental images of them. This is the
experiential basis of any kind of knowing and perceiving on the physical
plane — we make mental images of the objects on the physical plane and
recognize them.

But this basic experience changes as soon as we ascend to the spiritual
worlds. There it is replaced with a different fundamental experience, the
experience of oneself as object. Our I relates to the higher worlds in the
same way that objects formerly related to the I. We no longer perceive,
but experience that we are being perceived, that the spiritual beings of the
higher hierarchies are observing us. This experience of being perceived and
observed by the Angeloi, Archangeloi, and other spiritual beings is a total
reversal of our former relationship to the physical world. We expand the
awareness that our being has expanded to encompass the sphere of the
hierarchies, and that the hierarchies are at work in us and are looking at us
just as we used to look at objects on the physical plane.

Without this fundamental experience our whole relationship to the
spiritual world is wrong, just as our whole relationship to the physical world
would be wrong if we lacked the basic experience of perception and



developing mental images. "I am observing" is true of the physical world.
"I am being observed" is, in the final analysis, true of the spiritual world....

... This is not something we can accomplish purely through our own
efforts; all we can do is set out on the right path. The experience of being
perceived by spiritual beings of the higher hierarchies comes to us as an
act of grace on the part of the spiritual world itself. And it is not simply that
higher beings look at us; we become perceptions, concepts, and thoughts
for higher beings in the same way that objects on the physical plane are
for us.

—from Community Life, Inner Development, Sexuality, and the Spiritual
Teacher, lecture 3

Footnotes

1. Rudolf Steiner accompanied Annie Besant on a lecture tour through
Germany in September 1904, visiting Hamburg, Berlin, Weimar,
Munich, Stuttgart, and Cologne between September 15 and
September 24.

2. See Cosmic Memory (Blauvelt, NY: Steinerbooks, 1990).

3. Bertram Keightley. Steiner had stayed in Keightley's house in 1902
during his visit to the Theosophical Congress—so they knew each
other. Indeed, they stayed in contact, for Keightley visited Steiner as
late as June 1923.

4. Steiner goes on to discuss Scott Elliot's book, The Story of Atlantis
(1896).

5. See An Outline of Occult Science (Hudson, NY: Anthroposophic
Press, 1972).

6. See A Road to Self Knowledge and The Threshold of the Spiritual
World (London: Rudolf Steiner Press, 1990).
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Lecture 1

Düsseldorf, April 12, 1909, Morning

This course of lectures will take us into the high spiritual regions we shall
be led from the earth, where we live, not only into the wide physical
spaces of our universe, but also be uplifted to those spiritual worlds, from
which this whole physical universe has derived its origin.

Such a course will show us, that the fundamental object of all knowledge
and all wisdom is to solve the greatest problem of all — the problem of
humanity. In order to make the human being understandable, explanatory
facts have to be brought from far away. Above all it is necessary that those
who wish to follow this course should be acquainted with the fundamental
conceptions of Anthroposophy; although it is true that all Anthroposophists
are acquainted with them in a general way. In these lectures we may rise
in spirit to very exalted spheres, but we shall always endeavour to bring
those facts which lie so far afield near to you and make them as
comprehensible as possible.

When we have to speak of what we call the Spiritual Hierarchies, it
means that our souls' gaze must rise to those beings who, in the sphere of
our earth, have a higher existence than man. In the visible world we can
only progress to beings that represent four degrees of one hierarchy, i.e.,
the mineral world, the plant world, the animal world and the human world.
Above man begins a world of invisible beings, through the knowledge of
the super-sensible world, and man is able (as far as it is possible for him)
to rise a certain distance towards those beings and powers, which are the
continuation in the invisible world of the four grades found within the realm
of the earth. The knowledge and investigation which lead us into those
regions has not, as you all know, come into existence only at our present
time in evolution. There is what we may call a primeval world-wisdom; —
all that man can fathom, all that he can know and realise, all that he has
gained in ideas and conceptions, all that he has attained through
clairvoyant imagination, inspiration, and intuition, — all has been lived
before, and known before, by those Beings who are higher than he. He
only follows so to say, in their track. To make use of a trivial example: the
watchmaker has first the idea, then he makes the watch according to the
idea. A watch is made after the maker's ideas which preceded the watch;



afterwards everyone can study and observe for himself from what ideas
the watch was made, he can follow up the thoughts of the watchmaker. At
the present point of evolution it is indeed only this kind of connection that
man can have with primeval world-wisdom and with the spiritual beings
that stand above him. Spiritual beings had first those imaginations,
inspirations, intuitions, those ideas and thoughts according to which the
world, as we see it, was formed. Man finds these thoughts and ideas in the
world again; when he rises to clairvoyant vision, he finds the imaginations,
inspirations, and intuitions, by the help of which he can penetrate into the
world of those spiritual beings. We can, therefore, say that before our
world came into being there already existed the wisdom of which we are
going to speak: it is the Plan of the World.

How far must we go back, while still remaining within the limits of reality,
if we want to come into touch with that primeval world-wisdom? Must we
go back to some time or other in the historical past, when some great
teacher was teaching? We can certainly learn a great deal if we do; but to
come into touch with true primeval world-wisdom we must go back to the
time when there was no outwardly visible earth, when no world visible to
the outer senses was as yet in existence. It was from out [of] that wisdom
itself that the world came forth. But this wisdom, out of which spiritual
beings formed our world, was imparted to man later. Man with his thoughts
could see behind those thoughts, could realise the thoughts according to
which spiritual beings have built the world. After this primeval wisdom, this
wisdom of the creators of the world had worked through many forms, it
appeared in a form known to many of you: after the great Atlantean period
it appeared in those ancient, holy Rishis, the great teachers of India,
during our first epoch of civilisation. With these sublime Rishis the primeval
wisdom expressed itself in a form which the man of the present day can
but little understand. The human capacities of feeling and thinking have
greatly changed since the times when the great teachers of India taught
man in the first epoch of civilisation after Atlantis; and if the words which
came from the Rishis were simply repeated as they were said, there would
be hardly one soul in the whole earth who could hear anything more in
them nowadays than just words and again words. One has need of other
capabilities of feeling than those at present existing, in order to understand
the wisdom which was given to humanity in the first epoch after Atlantis.
For all that is found in the best books regarding primeval world-wisdom, is
but a faint echo of what this really is which in many ways is but a
deceptive, obscured wisdom. However grand and sublime the Vedas
appear to us, however beautiful the songs of Zarathustra sound, and



however magnificent the language in which the ancient wisdom of Egypt
speaks, so that we can never sufficiently admire it; still, all that has been
written down gives us but a dim, dull reflection of the wisdom of Hermes,
of the grand teaching of Zarathustra, or of the sublime knowledge which
the Ancient Rishis proclaimed. This sublime wisdom has been preserved
and guarded for humanity; it was always to be found in certain very limited
circles of people who watched over what is called the knowledge of the
Mysteries. In the Mysteries of India, Persia, Chaldea, Egypt, and in the
Christian Mysteries, all the primeval wisdom of humanity has been safely
preserved up to our times. Up to a short time ago it was only in those
narrow circles, that not book-wisdom, but living wisdom, could be found.
For certain reasons which will be made clear in this course of lectures, our
time has been chosen for extending to larger masses of people that which
has been kept alive by those little groups. The original wisdom of the
Rishis, for instance, has never lost life. It permeated, like the fountain of
youth, the age which we regard as the beginning of our era. The very holy
wisdom which the Rishis gave to man was continued through Zarathustra
and his pupils, through the Chaldean and Egyptian teachers. It also flowed
in the words of Moses, and it came forth again with. an altogether new
impulse, as from the fountain of life, with the appearance of the Christ
upon earth. It then became so deep, so intrinsically internal, that it could
only gradually flow again into humanity. Thus we see that since the
outward declaration of Christianity, the primeval world wisdom has
penetrated but slowly and gradually into humanity from most elementary
beginnings. Its messages are there, they are to be found in the Gospels
and in other Christian writings which include the wisdom of the holy Rishis,
in a new form; like a new birth out of a new fountain. But how could these
messages be understood at the beginning of the era for whose purification
Christianity had been created? Through the Gospels it was least of all
understood; they only attained very gradually to further comprehension
and in many ways to a still further obscuration, and to-day the Gospels are,
in truth, the most sealed of all books for the larger part of humanity —
books which will only be first understood by a future age which will have
refreshed itself at the source of the original world-wisdom. But the
treasures hidden in the Christian revelation have been preserved, treasures
no other than those of the Eastern wisdom, but renewed by means of fresh
forces They have been guarded in narrow circles which were the
continuation of Mystery Societies, like the Brotherhood of the Holy Grail,
and finally in the Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross. These treasures of truth
have been kept well hidden and have been accessible only to those who
through severe trials had prepared themselves for the living wisdom. Thus



the treasures of the Eastern and Western wisdom, through all the centuries
of evolution from the beginning of our era, were made almost inaccessible
to the larger mass of humanity.

Only a little trickled through here and there to the outer world: the most
part remained a secret of the new Mysteries. Then came a time when
some of the contents of primeval wisdom, treasured in narrow circles, was
allowed to be given out to larger masses of humanity in a language
comprehensible to them. Since the last third of the nineteenth century or
thereabouts one can speak of this world wisdom in a more or less unveiled
form. It is only because certain things have taken place in the spiritual
worlds that the Guardians of the Mysteries received permission to allow
some of the ancient wisdom to penetrate to the outer world. All of you, my
dear friends, know the course of development of the Anthroposophical
Society. You know how the ice in which its development was bound was, so
to say, broken by those words of wisdom, revealed in a way which I am
not going to enter into now — the stanzas of Dzyan. Those stanzas of
Dzyan, of the secret teaching, contain in truth some of the deepest and
most important wisdom; they have in them much of that which coming
from the teaching of the holy Rishis has flowed through the sanctuaries of
the East. They contain also much of what has streamed into Western
Europe since the Christian rejuvenation. For the stanzas of Dzyan do not
include only the wisdom which had to be kept exclusively for the East, but
also a great deal of that which streamed as a clear light through the
centuries of our time, through the Middle Ages into the Mystery Schools of
the West. Much that is to be found in the stanzas of Dzyan will only be
gradually understood in all its depth. It may well be said here that the
wisdom of the stanzas of Dzyan is of such a kind that it cannot yet be
understood in the widest anthroposophical circles, or fathomed with the
exoteric capabilities of the present day.

After the first ice had been broken in this way, the time came when one
could speak more openly from the sources of Western occultism, which is
no other than the occultism of the East transplanted and continued in a
way that has adapted itself to new circumstances and conditions of
physical and spiritual life.

The time has come when one can speak from those ever living sources of
occultism which have been faithfully treasured in the Mysteries of the Rosy
Cross. There is no wisdom of the East which has not streamed into
Western occultism and into the teaching and investigations of the Rosy
Cross; in them is to be found absolutely all that the great teachers of the



East ever had in their keeping. Nothing, nothing whatever of that which is
to be found in the Eastern wisdom is lacking in the wisdom of the West.
The only difference — if it can be called a difference — is that Western
occultism has to include the whole of the Eastern wisdom and teaching
and, without losing anything, to blend it with the light which has been
kindled in humanity through the Christ Impulse. When one speaks of
Western occultism, of that which has its derivation from the hidden
Western Rishis (whom certainly no eye hath seen) it is impossible to say
that in it is wanting one single iota, one single shred of the Eastern
wisdom. Only it had all to be brought forth again fresh and new from the
fountain-head of the Christ Impulse. All the great treasures of wisdom
which were first revealed by the holy Rishis regarding superhuman worlds
and super-sensible existence, resound in the description we have to give of
the spiritual hierarchies and their reflection in the physical world. Just as
the geometry of Euclid has not become something different from what it
used to be, because one teaches and learns it with new human
capabilities, just as little has the wisdom of the holy Rishis changed
because we learn and teach it with the new capabilities which have been
kindled in us by the Christ Impulse. Therefore much of what we have to
say about the spiritual worlds can be called Eastern wisdom. There must
not be any misunderstanding in these things — and misunderstandings
happen so easily. Those who will not free themselves of a misconception,
in order to come to understanding, can very easily misinterpret what, for
instance, was said yesterday at the Easter lecture. They might assert about
the so-called truths of Buddha, that I had said that the Buddha had taught
and revealed the truths about life and life's pain as follows: ‘birth is pain,
illness is pain, old age is pain, death is pain; to be separated from those
one loves is pain, not to be united with what one loves is pain, not to have
what one desires is pain’ and that I said: ‘Let us look at those who, in the
times after Christ, really understood the Christ Impulse; for all the holy
truths of the Buddha about the pain of life have no more their full
importance; something has been created by the Christ Impulse that is like
a cure for the pain of life.’ The Buddha taught: ‘Birth is pain’; but those
who understood the Christ would answer that through birth we enter into a
life shared with the Christ, and through the Christ's share in it the pain of
life will be extinguished. Illness will also be extinguished through the
healing power of the Christ Impulse, and there is no more pain in illness
for one who understands Christ, and death also has no more pain for him
who understands Christ. Yet someone might reply to this ‘Yes, but I could
point to the Gospels to show that also there you will find it said that illness
is pain, life is pain’: and one might superficially come to the conclusion:



‘We have those modern religious documents, but what they contain can
also be found in Buddhism, therefore religions are not making progress,
there is no evolution in them. All religions say the same things, but you
have spoken of a progress, you expounded to us how, with the help of
Christianity, the old truths of Buddhism would not be true any more.’ If
anyone were to say this he would be guilty of a very serious
misunderstanding. For that was not said: everything indeed was said with
the exception of the last sentence. It is very important that this very subtle
question should be rightly understood. A fanatic can never understand with
precision, but a man who is objective can. No one who speaks with
knowledge of Rosicrucian wisdom will ever expound anything that would
be against any of the writings of the great Buddha, or say that anything in
them is untrue. Every man who speaks from the sources of Rosicrucian
wisdom shares the conviction of Buddha, no one denies it. ‘Yes,’ such a
man says, ‘what thou, great Buddha, through thy inner illumination, hast
seen of the great truths about pain and life is exactly true, it is true to its
last iota.’ Nothing, absolutely nothing will be taken away from it. All of it
remains as it was. And it is just because all of it remains as it was, because
all is true of what the Buddha said about the pain of life, of illness, of old
age and of death, just because of this, the Christ Impulse is such a
powerful and important saving help to us, for it is just this which lifts the
pain, because it is true that pain would be there, if the world could not be
lifted beyond and above it through that great Impulse. Why could the
Christ work effectively? Because the Buddha had spoken the truth.
Humanity had to be brought down out of the spiritual heights where the
primeval world wisdom is active in its purest form; man had to be led to
independence, through physical existence with which life's pain and illness
are bound up, and the great healing help had to oppose those unavoidable
facts in the course of further evolution. Does that man deny the reality of
facts who, while declaring that these realities exist, holds at the same time
that remedy has been given us by which the facts, about which those
truths have been said, can be brought to a salutary development; does he
who says this deny any existing reality? Oh! in those heights of existence
where we must look for the spheres of the spiritual hierarchies — there
Buddhism is not opposed to Christianity, nor Christianity to Buddhism;
there the Buddha gives his hand to the Christ, and the Christ to the
Buddha. But every misconception regarding human evolution, every
misconception as to its ascending development, is a misconception also of
that spiritual act in our earthly evolution which is the Act of Christ.



Thus nothing is denied. of the wisdom of the East, the wisdom which has
brought down to us the teaching of the holy Rishis, and with it the
primeval world-wisdom, which through such long epochs of time has ever
been streaming into humanity. But, all through those very long epochs,
large masses of humanity could not penetrate to the sources of that
wisdom, could only understand it with great difficulty; it was precisely the
understanding of it which came with such difficulty. In ancient Atlantean
times, before the great catastrophe, when the masses of humanity were
still clairvoyant with the thin ancient clairvoyance, they beheld something
quite different when they looked upwards to the spaces of heaven, to the
spiritual hierarchies, from what they saw in the times after Atlantis when
the larger part of humanity had lost its clairvoyance and so could gaze only
with its physical eyes into the physical distances of the heavens. Therefore,
in the times before the Atlantean catastrophe, it would have been quite
senseless to speak to them of the heavenly bodies spread out in space as
they are to-day. The clairvoyant human eye gazed into heavenly distance
and saw the spiritual worlds. In those times there would have been no
sense in speaking of Mercury or of Neptune or of Saturn, etc., as our
astronomy speaks. The way astronomy speaks of the spaces of the world
and what they contain is merely a reflection of what is seen by our own
physical sight when it looks into depths of the sky. This did not exist for the
ancient clairvoyant humanity of Atlantis; when they looked upwards, they
did not see physically-limited stars, what the physical eye sees to-day is
but the outer physical expression of the spiritual realities which people then
beheld. When looking to-day with one's physical eye through a telescope at
the place where Jupiter is, one perceives a physical globe surrounded by
moons. What was seen by the man of Atlantis when he lifted his
clairvoyant gaze to that same point which we look at to-day with our
physical eyes? The Atlantean's eyes would have seen as little of what our
sight sees to-day, as we should if we looked at a light through a thick
autumn fog. The eye of the Atlantean would not have seen the physical
star Jupiter, but he would have seen that which is also united with Jupiter
to-day, which the man of the present day does not see: the aura of Jupiter,
a totality of spiritual beings, of which the physical Jupiter is only the
external expression. Thus did the gaze of man, before the Atlantean
catastrophe, sweep round the spaces of the world seeing everywhere its
spiritual content. He could speak only of the spiritual, for it would have had
no meaning to speak of physical stars, when the physical eye was not yet
opened as it is to-day. Looking into the spaces of the universe man saw
spiritual beings — the spiritual hierarchies. He actually saw beings. We can
compare the changes that took place with further evolution in this way: let



us suppose that we are going out into a thick fog; we do not see separate
lights, everything is surrounded by aura or fog. The fog lifts and disperses,
the separate lights are visible, but their aura becomes invisible ... This is
only a physical process which must serve for an example. But the ancient
eye saw the aura of Jupiter, it saw spiritual beings in that aura which at
certain points of their evolution were united to Jupiter. Humanity then
developed further, to the attainment of physical sight. The aura remained:
men could no longer see it, but the physical body in the centre became
ever clearer and clearer, spiritually it was lost to sight as its corporeal part
became visible. But the knowledge of the spiritual, the knowledge of the
beings surrounding the star was kept and guarded in the holy Mysteries.

All the holy Rishis speak of that knowledge. In the times when men
already saw only in a physical way, the Rishis spoke to them of the spiritual
atmospheres, of the spiritual inhabitants of those spheres which are spread
out in the spaces of the world.

Consider what the situation then was. In the centres of knowledge,
spiritual beings were spoken of which surround the spheres of the
universe. Outside where the physical eye was growing always sharper,
physical matter was spoken of more and more. When the Ancient Rishis
said the word Mercury (they did not use that word, but we take it as an
example), did they mean by it the physical orb of that name? No! — even
the ancient Greeks did not use it in that sense; what they meant was the
totality of spiritual beings belonging to that planet. Spiritual world and
spiritual beings were spoken of when, in the centres of secret knowledge
for instance, the word Mercury was pronounced. When the disciples of that
sacred knowledge spoke of the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn pronouncing these words in their different languages, they
expressed the gradations of spiritual beings. When those names are used
to-day, only the coarsest part is meant of that which was originally
understood by Moon, Mercury, Venus. The principal part is just what is
omitted to-day; the ancient teacher of wisdom said the word Moon and
with that word he evoked the idea of a great spiritual world. When he,
pronouncing the word ‘Moon’, pointed to the place in heaven where the
moon was, he felt in his consciousness that it was the lowest stage of the
spiritual hierarchies, but the man to whom he was showing it, who was
getting ever further from that spiritual sight because humanity was
growing more and more physical, saw only the physical moon, and called it
‘Moon.’



One single word for two things which, though they certainly belong to
each other, call forth quite different ideas in man. It was the same when
the sages of the sacred knowledge pointed to Mercury, Sun, or Mars. Thus
we see that the two currents grew always further apart in humanity, the
spiritual one describing something quite different from the material current.
In the sacred Mysteries these words — which later became the mere
names of physical planets — were always understood as descriptions of
spiritual worlds and gradations of spiritual realms. The outer world always
understood it materially up to the time of modern Mythology — I use the
word purposely — which is called Astronomy. And as Anthroposophy has
recognised the full worth of all the other Mythologies, it has also, as you
will understand, given full value to that Mythology which is called modern
Astronomy, which sees only space and in it, the physical world-spheres as
physical orbs. But to him who knows, modern Mythology is only a special
phase of all Mythologies. What the ancient inhabitants of Europe said in
their myths about gods and stars, what the Romans gave in their
Mythologies, and what appeared as the obscured Mythology of the Middle
Ages, lead up in a straight line to the wonderful and admirable discoveries
of Copernicus, Kepler, and Galileo. A future will come when modern
Mythology will be spoken of somewhat in this way: ‘There was a time when
people found it right to place a material sun as the middle point of an
ellipse and let the planets rotate within it, and spin round themselves on
their own axes in different ways; they arranged a world system in that way,
as people of earlier times also did. To-day’ — so will that future age think
— ‘all that is only legend and fairy tale.’ Yes, that future age will come,
although the man of the present who laughs at former Mythologies thinks
it impossible that one could ever speak of Copernican Mythology. But this
consideration will make clear to us how through the same words something
ever more different may be meant. In spite of this the true primeval
wisdom has always been cultivated and has always continued; it has
however always been less understood exoterically and its spiritual side less
seen, the more it has been materially explained.

In the beginning of our era, when there was a rejuvenescence of
primeval wisdom, (in order that humanity should not lose all touch with
that ancient wisdom), it was said. in sharp, clear words, that when man
looks at the outer space of the world and his physical eye sees only what is
physical, the space is filled with spirit. It was the most intimate pupil of St.
Paul, Dionysius the Areopagite, who said in clear-cut words: ‘There is not
only matter out there in space; there is, for the soul which rises
consciously into the spaces of universal existence, the spiritual part which



stands above man in the evolution of existence.’ And he used words which
sounded different from the old ones, for if he had used the old words
everybody would have understood them in the material sense. The Rishis
spoke of the spiritual hierarchies, they expressed in their language what
the Greek and Roman wisdom still described when speaking of the
ascending scale of worlds: of the Moon, of Mercury, Mars and Venus,
Jupiter and Saturn. Dionysius, the pupil of the Apostle Paul had the same
worlds in his mind as the Rishis, he repeated in clear cut words that here
one had to do with spiritual realms, and he used words which he could be
certain would be understood in their spiritual sense: he spoke of Angels,
Archangels, Archai, Powers, Mights, Dominions, Thrones, Cherubim, and
Seraphim. For now humanity had completely forgot what it once knew. Had
it still been able to understand the connection between what Dionysius and
the Rishis had seen, it would have grasped, while hearing on the one side
of the Moon, and on the other side of the Mysteries of the Angels, that
these were one and the same thing. It would have heard the word Mercury
on the one hand and Archangel on the other, and would have known they
were the same. The word ‘Archai’ spoken by the one, and ‘Venus’ by the
other, were the same. And men. would have understood that with the
words ‘Sun’ and ‘Powers’ the same worlds were meant. With the name
‘Mars’ they would have felt that they had to rise to the Mights (Dynamis).
When they heard Jupiter mentioned, they would have known that it was
the same as when in the school of Dionysius, Dominions were described.
Saturn corresponds to ‘Thrones’; but in wider circles this was not known
any more, it could not be known. Thus there was on the one side a science
of matter, which became ever more material, and the old names which
once signified spiritual forces, were now used in a material sense. And on
the other side, there was a spiritual life which spoke of Angels and
Archangels, etc. which had lost its connection with the physical
designations of these spiritual beings.

Thus we see how the primeval wisdom enters through Dionysius into the
school which Paul had inaugurated, and how this new inauguration had to
be penetrated by the ancient spirit. It is the task of modern Spiritual
Science, or anthroposophy to form once more the bond which must unite
the physical to the spiritual, the bond between the earth and the spiritual
hierarchies. It is impossible for those who do not know where their ideas
about the outer world of the senses come from, to realise the other, the
spiritual side of knowledge. This will be particularly noticeable when we



have to deal with those writings which, although they are but a faint echo
of the primeval cosmic wisdom, can still be understood in the light of that
wisdom.

Let me show you an example of the difficulty there is in understanding
writings which come down to us from that primeval wisdom. It is an
example out of the Song Celestial, the Bhagavad Gita, where a sentence
throws a very significant light on the connection between human life and
the hierarchies. It is the following: (8th Chap. beginning with 23rd verse) ‘I
will explain unto thee, oh man seeking for truth’ (it is thus generally
translated) ‘under what circumstances those who know the Eternal leave
the earth through the gate of death, to be later reborn or not. I will tell
thee: Behold the fire, behold the day, behold the time of the waning moon,
behold the half year when the sun is high — those who die at that time,
who die in fire, in the day, in the time of the waxing moon, those enter
through the gates of death into Brahma, but those who die in the sign of
the smoke, in the night, when the moon is waning, in the half year when
the sun stands low, these when they leave the world and pass through the
gates of death enter only into the light of the moon, and return again to
the world.’ Here you have, my dear anthroposophical friends, a sentence
from the Bhagavad Gita, in which it says that the condition of man's
progress and of his reincarnation depends on whether he dies in the sign
of the light, by day, with the waxing moon, during the half year when the
sun stands high, or whether he dies in the sign of the smoke, by night,
when the moon wanes and when the sun is low. It is said that this refers to
the material sun. Of those who die in the sign of the fire by day, with the
moon waxing, and during that half of the year when the sun is high, it is
said that they do not need to return. Those who die in the sign of the
smoke, by night, with the moon waning, and when the sun is low, must
return into the world. This sentence out of the divine song of the East
presents the greatest difficulty to all those who want to explain it within
the limits of exoteric life. It can be explained only when it is illuminated by
the light of spiritual knowledge, by the light in which it was received and
written, the light which streams out of the Mystery schools, which can be
increased. which has known its rejuvenescence through Christianity and
which shows us how to find the link which binds the names Moon to
Angels, Mercury to Archangels, Venus to the Archai and so on. With its help
we shall find the key to such sentences as the one we gave as an example.
Our course of studies will start from the explanation of this sentence in the



Bhagavad Gita, a thing which is impossible in exoteric life; and after we
have found the key to it, we shall pass on to further explanations of the
spiritual hierarchies.

∴



Lecture 2

Düsseldorf, April 12, 1909, Evening

The teaching which came from the holy Rishis, during the first post-
Atlantean period of civilisation was a knowledge that sprang from purely
spiritual sources of existence. What is so important in that teaching and in
the investigations of those times is that it entered so deeply into the
processes of nature and realised so well the activity of the spirit in those
processes. In reality we are always surrounded by spiritual activities and by
spiritual entities. When during the time of that ancient holy teaching,
mention was made of the phenomena of the world surrounding us, one
was always referred to as being the most significant, the most important of
all these, this was considered (by that ancient spiritual science) to be the
phenomenon of fire. In all explanations of what exists and happens upon
the earth, the central point of importance was always given to the spiritual
investigation of fire. If we want to understand what we may call the
Eastern teaching about fire, which was of such far-reaching importance in
those ancient times for the acquisition of the knowledge and understanding
of all life, then we must look around us at the other phenomena and
occurrences of nature and see how these were considered by that very
ancient teaching, which can still be useful nowadays for the purposes of
spiritual science. All that surrounds man in the world was then referred
back to the so-called four elements. These four elements are respected no
longer by the materialistic science of to-day. You all know that these four
elements are called Earth, Water, Air, Fire. But where spiritual science
flourished the word ‘earth’ had not the same meaning as it has nowadays.
It stood for a certain state in the material realm: the state or condition of
solidity. All that is solid was called ‘earthy’ by the spiritual science of those
times. So whether we take the solid earth of a field, or a piece of crystal,
or lead, or gold, anything that is solid was then called earth. Everything
liquid, not only the water of to-day, was characterised as watery, or as
water. If for instance you take iron, pass it through heat to the point of
melting so that it can flow, then that liquid iron would have been called
water by spiritual science. All metals when liquid were described as water.
Everything that has the character of air for us to day, no matter whether it
was the condition we call gas, or oxygen, or hydrogen, or other gases, was
called air. Fire was considered the fourth element. Those of you who
remember elementary physics will know that modern science does not see



in fire anything that could be compared with either earth, water or air: the
physical science of to day sees in it only a certain condition of movement.
Spiritual science sees in warmth or fire something which has in it a still
finer substance than air. Just as earth or solidity changes into liquid, So
does all air-substance change gradually into the condition of fire —
according to spiritual science — and fire is so fine an element that it
interpenetrates all other elements. Fire interpenetrates the air and makes it
warm, the same with water and earth. The other three elements are, so to
speak, separated from each other, but we see the element of fire
interpenetrating them all.

Both ancient and modern spiritual science agree that there is yet another
still more remarkable difference between what we call Earth, Water, Air,
and what we call Fire or Warmth. How do we come to the cognisance of
earth or solidity? Through touching it. We realise the solid through
touching it and feeling its resistance. It is the same with watery substance.
This gives way, it is not so resistant, still we realize it as something external
that offers resistance. And it is the same with the element of air. We
recognise it also as something external. With warmth it is different. Here
we find something which modern science does not consider important, but
which must become important for us if we want to study the real problems
of existence.

We can realise warmth without coming in contact with it externally. What
is essential is that we can realise warmth by touching a body which has a
certain degree of warmth: we can perceive it externally in the same way as
we realise the three other elements, but we also feel it in our inward
conditions. Therefore ancient science says (and did so already at the time
of the old Indians), that earth, water, air, can be realised only in the outer
world, but warmth is the first element which can also be felt within oneself.
Thus, fire or warmth has, so to speak, two sides to it. An outer, which it
shows when we take cognisance of it in the outer world and an inner when
we feel that we ourselves are in a certain state of warmth. Man feels his
own condition of warmth; he is hot, or he freezes; but consciously he is not
much concerned with the gaseous or liquid or solid substances — the air,
water, or earth — which are in him. He begins to ‘feel’ himself in the
element of warmth. The element of warmth has an inner and an outward
side. Therefore both ancient and modern spiritual science agree that
warmth or fire is that wherein matter begins to become soul. And so in the
true sense of the word — we may speak of an outer fire which we realise
in the other elements, and of an inner psychic fire within our soul.



In this way, spiritual science always considered fire as the link between
the outer material world on the one side, and the realm of the soul on the
other, which can be known by man within his inner being. Fire or warmth
was placed in the centre of all observations of nature, because fire is, so to
speak, the portal through which we may pass from the outer into the inner.
In all truth, fire is like a door in front of which one stands. One sees it from
outside, one opens it and can observe it from within. Such is fire amongst
the objects of nature. One touches some object and becomes acquainted
with fire, which streams towards us from outside like the three other
elements: one realises one's own inner warmth and feels it as something
belonging to oneself; one stands inside the portal, one has entered into the
realm of the soul. Thus was the science of fire described. In fire was seen
the interplay of soul and matter. We have now placed before our souls an
elementary lesson of primeval human wisdom.

The ancient teachers may have spoken thus: ‘Look at that burning object.
See how the fire destroys it. Thou seest two things in that burning object.’
In those ancient times one was called smoke, and it may still be so called
nowadays, and the other was called light, and the spiritual scientist saw
the fire in the middle between light and smoke. The teacher said: ‘Out of
the flame are born simultaneously light on the one side, smoke on the
other.’ Now we must for once put very clearly before us a very simple but
very far-reaching fact, which has to do with the light, which is born of fire.
It is most probable that many people when asked whether they see the
light would answer: ‘Yes, of course.’ And yet this answer is as false as
possible; for, in truth, no physical eye can see light. Through light one sees
objects which are solid, liquid, or gaseous, but the light itself one does not
see. Imagine the whole of universal space illuminated by a light the source
of which was somewhere behind you, where you could not see it and you
were to look into the world spaces illuminated through and through by that
light. Would you see the light? You would see absolutely nothing. You
would first see something when some object was placed within that
illuminated space. One does not see the light, one sees the solid, the
watery, the gaseous, by means of the light. One does not see physical light
with the physical eye. This is something which comes before the spiritual
eye with particular clearness. Spiritual science says therefore: light makes
everything visible, but is itself invisible. This sentence is important: light is
imperceptible. It cannot be perceived by the outer senses: one call
perceive what is solid, liquid, or gaseous, finally one can perceive warmth
or fire outwardly. This one can also begin to feel inwardly, but light itself
one can no longer perceive outwardly. If you believe that when you see the



sun you see light you are mistaken: you see a flaming body, a burning
substance out of which the light streams. It could be proved to you that
you have there gaseous, liquid, and earthy substances. You do not see
light, you see that which is burning. But spiritual science says we pass in
ascending order from earth to water, from air to fire, and then to light, we
pass thus from the outwardly recognisable world, from the visible world
into the invisible, into the etheric-spiritual world. Fire stands on the border
between the outwardly visible, material world, and that which is etheric
and spiritual, which is no more outwardly visible or recognisable. What
happens to a body that is destroyed through fire? What happens when
something burns? When something burns, we see on one side light appear,
which is outwardly imperceptible and which is operative in the spiritual
world. Something that is not merely outer material gives forth the warmth
and when it is strong enough to become a source of light it yields
something invisible, something which cannot be recognised any more
through the outer senses, but it must pay for this in smoke. From what
was formerly translucent and transparent it has to bring forth something
not transparent — something of the nature of smoke. Thus you see how
warmth or fire becomes differentiated, how it divides. On one side it
divides itself into light, with which it opens a way into the super-sensible
world, and in payment for that which it sends up as light into the super-
sensible world, it must send something down into the material world, into
the world of non-transparent, visible things. Nothing one-sided comes forth
in the world. Everything that exists has two sides to it. When light is
produced through warmth, then turbid, dark matter appears on the other
side. That is the teaching of primeval spiritual science.

But the process we have just described is only the outer side, the
physical, material process. At the foundation of this physically material
process there lies something essentially different. When you have only
warmth in some object which as yet does not shine, then this warmth
which you perceive is itself the outer physical part but within it is
something spiritual. When this warmth grows so strong that it begins to
shine and smoke is formed, then some of the spirit which was in the
warmth must go into the smoke. That spiritual part which was in the
warmth and has passed into the smoke, which being gaseous and
belonging to air is a lower element than warmth, that spiritual part is
transmuted, bewitched, as it were, into smoke. Thus with everything which
like a turbid extract or a materialisation is deposited by the warmth, there
is also associated what might be called the bewitching of some spiritual
being. We can explain it still more simply. Let us imagine that we reduce air



to a watery condition. Air itself is nothing but solidified warmth, densified
warmth in which smoke has been formed. The spiritual part which really
wanted to be in the fire has been bewitched into smoke. Spiritual beings,
which are also called elementals, are bewitched in all air, and will even be
bewitched, banished, so to speak, to a lower existence, when air is
changed into water. Hence spiritual science sees in everything that is
outwardly perceptible something that has proceeded from an original
condition of fire or warmth and which has turned into air, smoke, or gas,
when the warmth began to condense into gas, gas into liquid, liquid into
solid. ‘Look backwards,’ says the spiritual scientist, look at any solid
substance. That solidity was once liquid, it is only in the course of evolution
that it has become solid and the liquid was once upon a time gaseous and
the gaseous formed itself as smoke, out of the fire. But a transmutation, a
bewitching of spiritual being is always connected with these processes of
condensation and with the formation of gases and solids.

Let us now look around at our world: we see solid rocks, flowing streams
of water, we see the water changing into rising mist: we see the air, we see
all the solid, liquid, gaseous things and we see fire, so that at the
foundation of all things we have nothing but fire. All is fire — solidified fire:
gold, silver, copper, are solidified fire. All things were once upon a time fire;
everything has been born out of fire. But in all that solidified realm, some
bewitched spirits are dwelling.

How are those spiritual, divine beings who surround us able to produce
solid matter as it is on our planet — to produce liquids, and air substances?
They send down their elemental spirits, those which live in the fire: they
imprison them in air, in water and in earth. These are the emissaries, the
elemental emissaries of the spiritual, creative, building beings. The
elemental spirits first enter into fire. In fire they still feel comfortable — if
we care to express it by images — and then they are condemned to a life
of bewitchment. We can say looking around us: ‘These beings, whom we
have to thank for all the things that surround us, had to come down out of
the fire-element; they are bewitched in those things.’

Can we as men do anything to help those elemental spirits? This is the
great question which was put by the Holy Rishis. Can we do anything to
release, to redeem, all that is here, bewitched? Yes! We can help them.
Because what we men do here in the physical world is nothing else than an
outward expression of spiritual processes. All we do is also of importance
for the spiritual world. Let us consider the following. A man stands in front
of a crystal, or a lump of gold, or anything of that kind. He looks at it.



What happens when a man simply gazes, simply stares with his physical
eye upon some outer object? A continual interplay occurs between the man
and the bewitched elemental spirits. The man and that which is bewitched
in the substance have something to do with each other. Let us suppose
that the man only stares at the object and takes in only what is impressed
on his physical eye. Something is always passing from the elemental being
into the man. Something from those bewitched elementals passes
continually into the man, from morning till night. While you are thus
regarding objects, hosts of these elemental beings, who were and are
being continually bewitched through the world-processes of condensation,
are continually entering from your surroundings into you. Let us take it that
the man staring at the objects has no inclination whatever to think about
those objects, no inclination to let the spirit of things live in his soul. He
lives comfortably, merely passes through the world, but he does not work
on it spiritually, with his ideas or feelings or in any such way. He remains
simply a spectator of the material things he meets with in the world. Then
these elemental spirits pass into him and remain there, having gained
nothing from the world's process, but the fact of having passed from the
outer world into man. Let us take another kind of man, one who works
spiritually on the impressions he receives from the outer world, who with
his understanding and ideas forms conceptions regarding the spiritual
foundations of the world, one who does not simply stare at a metal, but
ponders over its nature and feels the beauty which inspires and
spiritualises his impressions. What does such a man do? Through his own
spiritual process, he releases the elemental being which has streamed into
him from the outer world; he raises it to what it was before, he frees the
elemental from its state of enchantment. Thus, through our own spiritual
life, we can, without changing them, either imprison within us those spirits
which are bewitched in air, water and earth, or else through our own
increasing spirituality, free them and lead them back to their own element.
During the whole of his earthly life, man lets those elemental spirits stream
into him from the outer world. In the same measure in which he only
stares at things, in the same measure in which he simply lets the spirit
dwell in him without transforming them, so, in like measure as he tries with
his ideas, conceptions and feeling for beauty to work out spiritually what
he sees in the outer world, does he release and redeem those spiritual
elemental beings.

Now what happens to those elemental beings which, having come out of
things, enter into man? They remain at first within him. Also those which
are released at first remain, but they stay only until his death. When the



man passes through death a differentiation takes place between those
elemental beings which have simply passed into him and which he had not
led back to their higher element, and those whom he has through his own
spiritualisation led back to their former condition. Those whom the man
has not changed have not gained anything from their passage from the
outer world into him, but others have gained the possibility of returning to
their own original world with the man's death. During his life man is a
place of transition for these elemental beings. When he has passed
through the spiritual world and returns to earth in his next incarnation, all
the elemental beings which he has not released during his former life flock
into him again when he passes through the portals of his new birth, they
return with him into the physical world; but those he has released he does
not bring back with him for they have returned into their original element.

Thus we see how man has it in his power, by the way he acts and feels
towards outer nature, either to release those elemental spirits which have
been necessarily bewitched through the coming into existence of our earth,
or to bind them to the earth still more strongly than they were before.
What does a man do when, in looking at some outer object he releases
from it an elemental being by elucidating it? He spiritually does the
opposite of what has been done before. Previously, smoke had been
brought forth out of fire, but man spiritually forms fire again out of that
smoke; only after death does he release this fire. Now think for a moment
of the endless depth and spirituality of the ancient ceremonies of sacrifice,
as seen in the light of primeval spiritual science! Imagine to yourselves the
Priest at the sacrificial altar in those times when religion was built on the
real knowledge of spiritual laws; think of the Priest lighting the flame, and
the rising of the smoke, and as the smoke rises a real sacrifice is offered,
for it is followed upwards by prayers — What happens then? What happens
during such a sacrifice? The Priest stands at the altar where the smoke is
produced. Where something solid comes out of the warmth, a spirit is
being transmuted, bewitched. But because the man follows the whole
procedure with prayers, he at the same time receives that spirit into
himself in such a way that after death it rises again into the higher world.
What did the teacher of ancient wisdom say to those who had to
understand this? He said: ‘If thou lookest upon the outer world in such a
way that thy spiritual process does not stop at the smoke, but rises to the
element of fire, then after thy death thou dost free the spirit which is
bewitched in the smoke.’ Yes! The teacher who knew the fate of the spirit,
which after being bewitched in the smoke had passed into man, spoke
thus: ‘If thou leavest that spirit as it was when it was in the smoke, then it



must be reborn with thee and cannot rise into the spiritual world after thy
death; but if thou hast released it and restored it to the fire, then after thy
death it will rise again into the spiritual worlds and will not need to return
to the earth at thy rebirth.’

Now we have explained one part of that profound sentence from the
Bhagavad Gita of which I spoke in my last lecture. It does not speak here
at all of the human Ego, it speaks of those nature spirits, of these
elemental beings which enter into man from the outer world, and it says
there: ‘Behold the fire, behold the smoke, that which man through his
spiritual processes turns into fire are spirits which he liberates with his
death.’ That which he leaves as it is, in the smoke, must remain united to
him at his death and must be reborn with him when he returns to earth. It
is the destiny of the elemental spirits that is here described; through the
wisdom which man develops, he continually liberates at his death these
elemental spirits; through lack of wisdom, through the materialistic
attachment to the mere things of the senses, he ties those elemental
spirits to himself and forces them to follow him into this world, ever to be
born again with him.

But these elemental beings are not only associated with fire and with
what is connected with fire, they are the emissaries of higher spiritual
divine beings in all that takes place in the outer sense world. There never
could have been that interplay of forces in the world that produce the day
and the night, for instance, if numbers of such elemental being had not
worked suitably at the rotation of the planet through the universe, so that
precisely this interchange of day and night could come about. All that takes
place is the result of the activity of hosts of lower and higher spiritual
entities belonging to the spiritual hierarchies. We have been speaking of
the lowest order, of the messengers. When night becomes day and day
night, elemental beings live also in that process, and so it is that man
stands in an intimate relationship with the beings of the elemental world
which have to take part in working at the day and the night. When man is
idle and lets himself go, he affects those elementals who have to do with
the day and the night quite differently, than when he has creative force,
when he is active, diligent, and productive. When a man is lazy for
instance, he unites himself with a certain kind of elemental and he also
does so when he is active, but in a particular way. Those elementals of the
second class, just named, who are active during the day, are then in their
higher element. As fire elementals, those of the first class, are bound in air
water and earth, so certain elemental being are also tied to darkness; and
day could not turn into night, day could not be divided from night, if these



elementals were not so to speak imprisoned in night. That man is able to
enjoy daylight, he has to thank divine spiritual beings who have driven
forth elemental spirits and have chained them to the night-time. When
man is lazy these elementals flow into him continually, but he leaves them
as they are, unchanged. Those elemental spirits which at night are chained
to darkness, he let through his idleness remain in the same state; those
elemental who enter into him when he is active and industrious and filled
with working power, he leads back into daylight. Thus he continually
releases these elementals of the second class. Throughout the whole of
our lifetime we bear within us all those elemental spirits which have
entered into us either during our hours of idleness or during those of active
work. When we pass through the gates of death those beings whom we
have led towards daylight can now return into the spirit world; those we
have left chained to the night through our idleness, must return with us in
our new incarnation. With this we arrive at the second point in the
Bhagavad Gita. Again it is not the human self, but those elemental beings
which are indicated with the words: ‘Behold the day and the night. That
which thou hast thyself released by turning it from a being of the night into
a being of the day through thy diligence; that which comes forth out of the
day enters when thou diest, into the higher world; that which thou takest
with thee as beings of the night, thou forcest to reincarnate with thee
again.’

And now you will see clearly how the matter proceeds. As it is with the
phenomena of which we have just spoken, so it is on a larger scale with
our month of 28 days, with the changes of the waxing and waning moon.
Whole flocks of elemental beings have to come into activity to direct the
motions of the moon so that our lunar periods can come about as they do
with all the influences they bring with them upon our visible earth. For this
purpose certain of the higher beings had again to be bewitched, doomed,
chained. Clairvoyant vision sees how, with the waxing moon, spiritual
beings of a lower kingdom ever rise into a higher. But, so that order should
exist, other spiritual elemental beings must again be transformed into
those of lower realms. There are also those elementals of a third realm
who stand in relationship with men. When man is serene and bright, when
he is pleased with the world, when he has feelings of gladness towards all
things, he continually releases those beings which are chained to the
waning moon. These beings enter into him and are continually set free,
through his soul's peaceful attitude, through his inner contentment,
through his harmonious feelings and ideas towards the whole world. The
beings which enter into man when he is sullen, peevish, morose,



discontented with anything, when everything depresses him — when he is
pessimistic — these spirits remain in the condition of bewitchment they
were in at the time of the waning moon. Oh! There are men who through
the harmonious condition of their soul, through the bright way they look
upon the world, release and set free great numbers of these bewitched
elemental beings. The man of harmonious and optimistic feelings and who
feels inner satisfaction with the world, is a deliverer of elemental spiritual
beings. The pessimist, he who is morose, sullen and discontented,
becomes through his depression the gaoler of elemental spirits which could
have been released by his cheerfulness. Thus you see that the conditions
of mind and soul have not only a personal importance for this man, but
also that he works either at the liberation or the imprisonment of spiritual
beings; either deliverance or fetters proceed from him. The conditions of
soul that a man experiences go out in all directions into the spiritual world.
We have here the third point of that important teaching in the Bhagavad
Gita: ‘Behold what man does through the feelings and conditions of his
soul, how he sets spirits free, as they are set free by the growing moon.’
When the man dies, these released spirits can return to the spiritual world.
If through his depression and hypochondriacal moods, he calls to him the
elemental spirits which are around him, and then leaves them as they are,
as they have to be in order to bring about the orderly courses of the moon,
then these spirits remain chained to him and must reincarnate with him
into this world.

And last of all we have a fourth degree of elemental spirits, those who
have to work at the annual course of the sun, so that the summer sun may
shine upon the earth to awaken and fructify it, so that spring can appear
and be succeeded by autumn. In order that this may come to pass certain
spirits must be fettered to winter-time, must be bewitched during the time
of the winter sun. And man acts upon these spirits in the same way as we
have described his acting on the other grades of spirits. Let us take man
who at the beginning of winter says to himself: ‘The nights are getting
longer, the days shorter, we come to that time of the sun's yearly course
when the sun withdraws his fructifying forces from the earth. The outer
earth dies, but with this deadening of the earth I feel it my duty to be all
the more spiritually awake. I must now take more and more of the spirit
within me.’ Let us take a man who acquires a more and more religious
mood appropriate to the season as Christmas comes on, who learns to
know the significance of Christmas and to know also that when the outer
world of the senses is dead the life of the spirit must now grow stronger.
This man lives through winter until Easter. He remembers that with the



awakening of the outer world is combined the death of the spiritual: he
lives through the Easter festival comprehending its meaning. Such a man
has not only an outer religion; he has religious understanding of the
processes of nature, of the spirit which rules it; and through his piety, his
spirituality, he releases numbers of that fourth class of elemental beings
which continually stream in and out of him, which are connected with the
course of the sun. But the man who is not pious in this sense, who denies
or does not understand the spirit and is always muddling through a
materialistic chaos, into him these elementals of the fourth class flow, but
remain unchanged. At death it happens again: that these elemental spirits
of the fourth degree are either set free in their own element, or else are
bound to the man and have to return with him at his next incarnation.
Thus, the man, who uniting with the winter spirits does not change them
into summer spirits, does not redeem them through his spirituality, dooms
them to rebirth, whereas they might have been freed and not have had to
return with him. Behold the fire and the smoke! If you so unite with the
outer world that the activity of your soul and spirit is like that of fire, from
which smoke comes forth, so that you spiritualise things, through
knowledge and through right feeling, you help certain spiritual elemental
beings to rise; but if you unite with the smoke you condemn them to
rebirth. If you associate yourself with the day, you then set free the
corresponding spirits of day and so on. Behold the light! Behold the day!
Behold the waxing of the moon and the sunny half of the year! If you act
so that you lead the elemental spirits back to the light, to the day, to the
waxing moon, to the summer-time of the year, you then at your death
release these elementary spirits which are so necessary to you. They rise
to the spiritual world. If you associate yourself with the smoke, if you only
gaze at the solid things of the earth, if through laziness you unite yourself
with the night and with the spirits of the waning moon, and if through your
depression you unite yourself with those spirits who are chained to the
winter sun, then through your lack of spirit, your godlessness, you
condemn these elementary beings to be reincarnated with you again!

Now we know for the first time what this passage in the Bhagavad Gita
really means. If anyone thinks that man is here spoken of, he does not
understand the Bhagavad Gita; but those who know that all human life is a
continual interplay between man and the spirits who live bewitched into
our surroundings and who must be released again — those know that
these sentences speak of the ascension or of the reincarnation of four
groups of elemental beings. The mystery of this lowest kind of hierarchy
has been preserved for us in these sentences in the Bhagavad Gita. Yes!



When one has to bring forth out of primeval wisdom what is presented to
us in the documents of ancient religion, one sees how grand these are and
how wrong it is to understand them superficially and not in all their
profundity. They are only considered in the right way when one says to
oneself: ‘No wisdom is exalted enough to discover the mysteries herein
contained.’ Only when these ancient documents are interpenetrated by the
magic of real devotional feeling, do they become what in the true sense of
the word they must be — self-ennobling and purifying forces for human
evolution. They point frequently to fathomless abysses of human wisdom,
and only when that which springs from the sources of the occult schools
and the mysteries, streams forth from now on to all mankind, only then,
will these reflections of the primeval wisdom (for they are but reflections)
be seen in all their greatness. We have had to show, by means of a
comparatively difficult example, how in the times of primeval wisdom the
co-operation of all those spirits which are everywhere around us was well
known, how it was also known that the deeds of men represent an
interchanging activity between the spiritual world and the world of man's
own inner being. The problem of humanity first becomes important for us,
when we know that in all we do, even in our moods, we influence a whole
Cosmos, and that this small world of ours is of infinitely far-reaching
importance for all that comes to pass in the macrocosm. An increase in our
feeling of responsibility is the finest and most important of all the things we
gain from spiritual science. It teaches us to grasp the true meaning of life
and to realise its importance, so that this life which we cast on the stream
of evolution may not enter that stream void of meaning.

∴



Lecture 3

Düsseldorf, April 13, 1909, Morning

Some questions may have arisen in many souls towards the end of
yesterday's lecture about the so-called lowest realm of the hierarchies. And
this is only natural, for according to modern ideas, much of what has been
said must appear doubtful and inexplicable, but the following lectures will
throw light on many points. One thing must be made clear to-day to
enable you to gain the proper orientation of mind to deal appropriately
with the subject. Someone might ask for instance: ‘Even if through thinking
and concentrating over a stone, you really do raise a bewitched spirit out
of it, after having set that spirit free, what remains in the stone? Is the
being still in it, and what happens to the stone?’ Another may follow me
and go through the same process, what comes of it? This question might
arise in many minds. As I have said before; some of these questions will be
answered in these lectures; but if the understanding of them has to
depend only upon such qualifications for thinking as the Earth gives to
man, these questions cannot really be grasped at all. For everything is
veiled upon earth, everything is covered by Maya, and human thought sees
things quite differently from what they are in reality, but it is not the fault
of the facts, that these questions remain unanswered. The questions are
put in the wrong way, but in time we shall find the standard by which we
can put our questions correctly. Things change essentially for us when the
whole matter does not remain so veiled in illusion. Upon the earth all
things are, so to speak, jumbled together, and through this the thoughts of
man are continually led astray. We get a clearer idea of things when we go
back into more ancient times. Just as man passes from one incarnation to
another, one metamorphosis to another, so all the beings in the universe
pass through reincarnations, from the smallest to the greatest, even such a
being as our earth — a planetary being — passes through reincarnation.
Our earth did not appear at first as earth; it passed through a different
condition. This has always been much spoken of in anthroposophical
circles. Just as man in this life is the reincarnation of a previous life, so the
earth is also the reincarnation of another planet which was its forerunner.
We call that former planet Moon, but we do not mean by it our present
moon which is only a part, a residue of the ancient moon, we mean a
former condition of the earth, which existed once upon a time and then
passed through a spiritual state called Pralaya, in the same way as man



passes through a spiritual condition after death. Just as man reincarnates,
so this lunar planet is a reincarnation. That which we have characterised as
the lunar planetary condition, was the reincarnation of a still earlier
planetary condition, which we call Sun. This is not the sun of to-day, but
quite a different being; it was the reincarnation of the first planet to which
we look back when speaking of incarnations of our Earth, — the very
ancient Saturn. Thus we have four successive incarnations; Saturn, Sun,
Moon, Earth.

We have also often said that each planetary condition has a special task.
What is the task of our earth? It is to make human existence possible for
man as man. All the activities of the earth are such that through them man
may become an I-being, an Ego being. This was not the case in the former
conditions it has passed through. Man has only become human, in the
present sense of the word, on earth. The former planetary conditions,
which the earth has passed through had a similar task. Other beings
became human on those other planets, and now stand at a higher stage
than man. Perhaps you will remember in my book Christianity as Mystical
Fact that an Egyptian Sage gave to Solon the Greek a remarkable hint
regarding the truth of the Mysteries; he told him, that it was a truth of very
great importance, that the gods were once men. This was one of those
truths which the pupil of the Mysteries had to accept in ancient times, that
the gods who to-day are above in the spiritual height, were not always
gods, but that they had risen to those heights, and also that they were
once men and had once passed through the human stage. A dangerous
truth, because as a natural consequence the pupil of the Mysteries drew
the inference that he too would become a god some day. It was also
possible for man to say to himself: ‘A man can only become a god when he
is ripe for it and if he imagines for one moment that he is a god before he
is ready for it, he will not be a god, but a fool.’ And. so two roads are open
to man; to live in patience, as Dionysius says, till the time of his deification,
or else to imagine himself already a god before the time. The one road
leads in truth to deification, the other one leads to folly, to madness.
Misunderstandings often arise about the sayings of the ancients, for at the
present day one differentiates no longer between the various degrees of
divine beings. The Egyptian Sage who spoke of the gods did not mean only
one degree of the gods, but he meant the whole sequence of spiritual
divine beings. Dionysius the Areopagite and the Western sages have
always differentiated between those different degrees of divine spiritual
beings. It is the same thing whether to speak of angels or of Dhyan-
Chohans, for those who realise the unity of cosmic wisdom knew that these



were merely different names for one and the same thing, but in this realm
we must also know how to differentiate. The beings, who are the first to
be invisible and who stand immediately above man, are called Angels in
Christian esotericism, Angeloi, messengers of the divine spirit-world. Those
who stand yet one degree higher, therefore two stages higher than man,
are called Archangels, Archangeloi, also spirits of fire. Those who stand still
higher than the Archangels, when they pass through their normal
development, are called the Spirits of Personality, Archai, or Primeval
Beginnings. Thus we have three degrees of beings who stand above man.
These three degrees of spiritual beings have all passed through the human
stage; once they were all men. The beings who are Angels to-day, if one
considers it from the point of view of universal time, were human not so
very long ago, for they were men upon the old Moon; and just as you,
because of earthly conditions, inhabit the earth as men, so did the Angels
inhabit the Moon during their human stage. The Archangels passed
through their human stage on the Sun, and the Archai, or spirits of
personality did the same on ancient Saturn. These beings have risen by
degrees from their human stage, they are higher beings to-day, in higher
grades of hierarchies than man. If we reckon the sequence of degrees in
the kingdoms of the world in a spiritual sense we arrive at the following:
On the Earth we have the visible mineral kingdom, the vegetable and
animal kingdom, the human kingdom, and then we pass into the invisible,
into the kingdom of Angels, the Archangels or Spirits of Fire, the Archai or
Spirits of Personality. Whilst these beings in accordance with their own
inner nature were progressing and developing, rising from man to divinity,
or to messengers of the divine (the correct description of those beings),
whilst they were thus rising in their evolution, the conditions of the planet,
on which and for the sake of which they lived, gradually changed. If we
look back at ancient Saturn on which the Archai or Spirits of Personality
passed through their human stage, we find it very different from our earth.

Yesterday, we spoke of the four elements which we distinguished on
earth, as earth, water, air, fire. The three first elements did not exist as yet
upon ancient Saturn. Of the four there was only fire, or warmth, on Saturn.
The materialistic philosopher of to-day will say: ‘But warmth can only come
about, only be perceived by means of external objects; there are warm
bodies, warm water etc., but warmth cannot exist of itself.’ That is the
materialistic philosopher's belief but it is not true. If you could have
observed ancient Saturn with your present-day senses what would you
have found?



Let us take it as an hypothesis that you might have flown through
universal space to ancient Saturn. You would have seen nothing where the
ancient Saturn used to be; one thing only you would have felt and that was
warmth.

If you had flown through the body of ancient Saturn, you would have felt
as if you had flown through a heated baking oven. You could not have
drawn a breath of air, you could not have swum, for there was neither air
nor water, you could not have stood, for there was no earth. Your hand
could not have touched anything, for there was a mere ball of warmth. The
whole of ancient Saturn consisted only of warmth. In its first
metamorphosis our earth's existence began as a planet of warmth, and
thus you can see how right ancient Herakleitos of Ephesus was when he
said: ‘Everything has come from fire.’ Yes, indeed! As the earth is nothing
but ancient Saturn transmuted, so everything on earth has been created
out of fire. Herakleitos knew of this truth from the ancient Mysteries, and
he hints at this when he says that the book in which he wrote of this was
dedicated to the Goddess of Ephesus and that he placed it on the altar
there, meaning that he was conscious of owing the knowledge of this truth



to the Mysteries of Ephesus where the teaching of primeval Saturnian fire
was proclaimed in all its purity. You can see now that those beings we call
Archai, Primal-Beings or Spirits of Personality, passed through their human
stage in quite different conditions from the man of to-day. Man can at
present receive into the bodily constitution of his bone and blood system,
solids, liquids and gases. The man of Saturn, the Spirit of Personality, had
to build his body out of warmth. I told you yesterday that warmth has, so
to speak, two sides to it. One side is what we can feel inwardly, as inner
warmth; we feel that we are either cold or warm without having to touch
our surroundings, as in the case when we contact the solid element; but
we can also feel warmth outwardly, when we grasp a warm object. The
peculiarity of the Saturn evolution is that it gradually passed from this inner
warmth, which could be felt only inwardly, to the external warmth, to a
warmth which, towards the end of its evolution, became more and more
external, more realisable from outside. If you had undertaken your voyage
through space during the first stage of the Saturn evolution, you would not
have felt any warmth on your skin, but you would have felt yourself warm
inside; you would have said, ‘I feel comfortably warm.’ Something
resembling what you would call soul's warmth to-day, could have been felt
by you if you had made this voyage during the very first stages of ancient
Saturn. You can imagine the experience you would have had, if you
consider the following: You know that there is a difference for you when
you look at something red or at something blue. Red gives a warm feeling;
and blue gives you a feeling of cold. Imagine that the feeling, which is
liberated in the human soul by the impression of something red, did not
exist as yet, but you might have felt something warm and comfortable.
Towards the end of the Saturn evolution you would have felt not only inner
warmth, but also as if warmth came towards you from outside. The inner
warmth would have gradually changed to warmth which was outwardly
realised. This is the way Saturn has developed; from an inner soul's
warmth it changed to a warmth which was realised outwardly, to that
which we call external warmth, or fire. One might say: ‘Just as a child
grows up to manhood and has many different experiences so did the
Spirits of Personality grow up on ancient Saturn; first they felt themselves
inwardly warm, comfortably warm, then gradually they felt this warmth
being exteriorised, made real, yes, we might even say incarnated.’ What
happened then? If you want to imagine it you must represent it to
yourselves thus: At first we have the inner warming process of the globe of
Saturn. It is then first possible for the Spirits of Personality to incarnate.
Whilst they are incarnating that which we call external warmth is produced.
If you had undertaken your voyage during the later stages of Saturn you



could have differentiated outer impressions of warmth and also of cold.
And if you made a drawing of the self contained bodies of warmth you
would find nothing but eggs of warmth clustering on the surface of Saturn,
forming its outer crust. If you could have seen it from outside, it would
have looked like a blackberry or raspberry. What were these eggs? They
were the bodies of the Spirits of Personality, and it was precisely through
their inner warmth that the Spirits of Personality built the external warmth
of these Saturn eggs. It might be truly said of this condition: The Spirits
brooded over the warmth, they actually brought forth the first fire bodies.
If we may so express it: within that region of warmth, the external eggs of
warmth coagulated from out their inner warmth. Out of universal space the
first fire bodies were hatched. The Spirits of Personality, or Archai (they are
also called Asuras) were incarnated in these fire bodies. Saturn only
consisted of that element of fire.

During the Saturn evolution it was possible for the Spirits of Personality to
transmute external warmth into inner warmth. The process was not stiff or
hard, but was one of inner movement. In fact, the Spirits of Personality
were continually producing these eggs of warmth and letting them dissolve
again. And now we shall be able to imagine the process more exactly. Let
us suppose that you made that journey over and over again; you would
have noticed that there were times when there was no outer warmth to be
felt, only that inner feeling of comfort; then again times when those eggs
of warmth appeared. You would have realised something like a breathing
of the whole being of ancient Saturn, but it was a breathing of fire. You
would have thought: ‘Sometimes I am within this ancient Saturn in such a
way that I feel that all external warmth has turned inward, has withdrawn
and I experience only that feeling of inner comfort.’ And you would have
said: ‘Now Saturn has in-breathed all the warmth.’ And coming back
another time and finding all those eggs of warmth you would have said:
‘Now Saturn has breathed out his inner warmth, all is external fire.’ You
must understand that the ancient Holy Rishis gave this idea to their pupils;
they transported themselves in spirit back to the times of ancient Saturn,
and made their pupils realise how a whole planet was able to produce
something that resembled an expansion and contraction in breathing. They
evoked in their pupils the conception that fire when it flows out forms
countless bodies of warmth and when the fire is sucked in, it becomes the
inner Self, an Ego, of the Spirits of Personality. Therefore, they compared
the life of this planet to an in and out-breathing, but on ancient Saturn it
was only a breathing of fire. Air as yet did not exist.



Now let us suppose that all those Spirits of Personality on ancient Saturn
had remained at the stage of their normal evolution and had continually
inhaled and exhaled warmth. They would have accomplished their regular
Saturn evolution and the consequence would have been that in the course
of time all would have been withdrawn again into inner warmth, and
Saturn as an external planet of fire would have been received again into
the spiritual realms of the World. This might have happened. We should
then never have had the Sun, Moon, and Earth conditions, for then all that
had been breathed forth would have returned to inner warmth, would have
been received again into the spiritual world. I shall now make use of a
trivial expression which will make this more comprehensible. It pleased
certain of those Spirits of Personality better to draw in again only a part of
that exhaled warmth; it pleased them to leave some of it behind, so that
when inhaling, some of those Saturn eggs did not disappear completely,
but remained. Thus two states or conditions developed gradually on
Saturn: inner warmth, and along side of it outer warmth incarnated in the
Saturn eggs. Not all of it was drawn in. The Spirits of Personality left some
of that out-breathed warmth to take care of itself, as it were; they left it
outside. Now why did they do that? They had to do it; if they had not they
would never have become men on Saturn. What does it mean to become
men? It means to attain consciousness of self. You cannot do this unless
you can differentiate yourself as ‘I’ from what is outside you. Only through
this are you an ‘I,’ an ego: there, you say, is the flowering branch, here am
I. I differentiate myself as ‘I’ from the objects around me. The Spirits of
Personality would have allowed their ‘I’ merely to dream out eternally if
they had not left something outside that could offer resistance to them.
‘There is another outside of me, I differentiate myself from the element of
warmth which has been made objective.’ The Spirit of Personality, became
Egos, attained consciousness of self, through having pushed a part of the
Saturn essence outside into an existence of merely outer warmth. They
said to themselves: I must allow something to stream out of me, and leave
it outside, so that I am able to differentiate myself, so that my self-
consciousness may be lit by that external element. Thus they created
another kingdom near to them, created a mirrored image of their inner life
in that outward life. Thus it came about that when the life of Saturn had
run its course, the Spirits of Personality were not in a position to allow
Saturn to disappear. This would have happened if they had inhaled all the
fire; but they could not breathe in again that which they had exhaled out
of themselves. The field which had offered them the possibility of gaining
consciousness of self had to be left to itself. No condition of Pralaya could
have arisen for Saturn through the Spirits of Personality alone. Higher



spirits had to come into action in order to dissolve Saturn so that a Pralaya,
or state of transition, of disappearance and of sleep might take place.
Higher spirits, the Thrones, of which we will only give the name at present,
had to dissolve all this, so that, as the life of Saturn reached its end, the
following process was carried out. The Spirits of Personality had attained
self-consciousness, had breathed in again a part of the warmth, had
realised the Self as the centre of their being, and left behind them a lower
kingdom. Now entered the kingdom of the Thrones and dissolved that
which had been left behind, and Saturn entered into a sort of planetary
night. Then arose the planetary morning. Everything had to wake up again
through laws which we shall learn later. If the whole of Saturn had
disappeared through the inbreathing of the whole warmth, there could
have been no awakening, for the whole of Saturn would have been taken
up into the spiritual world. The Thrones could now for a season dissolve
that which the Spirits of Personality had left behind, those eggs of warmth,
but they could do so only for a time. These had to be given over as it were
to a lower existence for their further development. Through this a
planetary morning dawned; the second metamorphosis of Saturn — the
Sun condition!

What was it that actually came to life in this new Sun-condition? The
Spirits of Personality having now self-consciousness passed to it from
ancient Saturn after the planetary condition of sleep; they were no longer
required to pass through any similar condition to that which they had
already passed through: they had breathed out certain eggs of warmth
which had emerged again gradually, and differentiated themselves from
the general mass; the consequence was that the Spirits of Personality were
bound to that part of themselves which they had formerly left behind. If
they had taken everything with them into the spiritual world they would
not have been tied to the Sun, they would not have needed to come down
again but they had to do so, because they had left behind them a part of
their own essence, their own being. They had to concern themselves with
it; it drew them downwards into a new planetary existence. This was the
Destiny of Saturn, world-Karma, cosmic Karma. Because the Spirits of
Personality on ancient Saturn had not taken everything into themselves,
they had prepared that Karma for themselves which obliged them to
return. They found down below as an heirloom from ancient Saturn what
they themselves had brought to pass. What happened when the Spirits of
Personality now took up the Karma which they had created? That
happened which I explained yesterday. The warmth divided itself, into light
on one side, and into smoke on the other. In the reborn Saturn (the Sun)



the eggs of warmth reappeared as gas air, or smoke, as we have called it
on one side; and on the other side appeared light, because the warmth
returned, so to speak, in a higher condition. Inwardly in the transformed
Saturn there was smoke, gas, air, and on the other side light! If traveling
through space you had now reached the place where this ancient Sun was,
you would have perceived from afar that which had formed itself into light,
because behind it was smoke. If not the light itself, you would yet have
perceived a shining ball, just a you perceived a ball of warmth on Saturn.
You would have encountered a shining ball and if you had come in touch
with its surface, if you had penetrated that ball, you would have felt not
only warmth but wind, air, gas, streaming from all sides.

Thus your ball of warmth has transformed itself into a shining orb; a sun
has come into being. One is fully justified in calling it a sun; the orbs that
are suns to-day are now passing through this same process, inwardly they
are masses of streaming gas, and on the other side they cause that gas to
turn into light; they shed abroad light through space. Thus, light was really
first formed in the transmutations of our earth, light appeared then for the
first time. In the warmth of ancient Saturn, the Spirits of Personality had
first the possibility of becoming human; in the light which now streamed
from the Sun those beings of the spiritual hierarchies, whom we call
Archangels, or Archangeloi could become human. In fact, if you could have
approached the Sun then, not only as a man of to-day but as a clairvoyant
man, you would not only have perceived light streaming from it — not light
only — but also the actions of the Archangels would have streamed
towards you with the light. But the Archangels had brought with them
something in exchange as it were. The ancient Spirits of Personality had
found on Saturn, pure warmth. The Archangels, who were first able to
become human on the Sun, found there gas or smoke, also. What had they
to do in order to secure a footing on the Sun, to establish a dwelling-place
there? They formed their own souls, they wove their inner being, their
soul-bodies out of warmth into light, and they joined to these soul-bodies
the gas that was there, an external body. As you have to-day a body and a
soul, so the Archangels as men had an inner life of warmth which rayed
forth light, and an outer physical body which consisted of gas and air. As
the man of to-day has a body consisting of earth, water, air and fire, so did
those Archangels consist of air, and inwardly they consisted of light. The
fire element they, of course, brought over with them: for this was the
element which developed into smoke and light. The whole of their being
consisted of light, warmth or fire and smoke or air. By means of the light
they let their shining force stream out into universal space; by means of



fire they lived their inner life, they experienced the comfort of warmth.
Through the life they led in their gas bodies they lived in the Sun planet
itself. They could now differentiate their own body of gas from the general
substance of the Sun planet. They jostled against each other, and through
this contact developed a kind of consciousness of self. This self-
consciousness Archangels could develop further and further only because it
pleased the Archangels better, if one may so express it, to dwell in their
bodies of gas and smoke, or at any rate to leave them in the general Sun
substance. For these Archangels during alternating conditions of the
ancient Sun, had inhaled all the gas, all the smoke which was around
them, they had taken it into themselves. We have now a process of real
breathing. You would have felt those currents of gas on the ancient Sun as
a process of breathing. You would have found there certain conditions,
when there was an absolute stillness and you would have thought that the
Archangels had now breathed in all the gas. Then the Archangels began to
breathe it out again, inner currents began to flow and at the same time
light came forth. The interchange of conditions on the Sun was as follows:
the Archangels inhaled gas and stillness followed, darkness also — it was
the Suns night ... They exhaled and the Sun was filled with streams of
smoke, at the same time it sent forth its light outwards — it was the Sun's
day. Thus there was a process of real breathing of the whole body of the
Sun. Exhalation: — the Sun's day, illumination of the surrounding world.
Inhalation: — the Sun's night, oncoming darkness in the world. You have
here the description also of the difference between the ancient Sun and
the sun of to-day. Our present sun shines always, and darkness is
produced only when some object is placed in front of its light. This was
different with the ancient Sun. It had in itself the power to produce the
interchanges of light and darkness, illumination and obscurity, for that was
its process of exhalation and inhalation. Let us now vividly imagine how
one would see those happenings externally. Let us take the condition of
exhalation. Light is then shed around, but at the same time the Sun is filled
with smoke. These forms and currents of smoke are like regularly recurrent
pictures, they are imprinted on the substance of the Sun with every
exhalation. That which formerly was only egg-shaped, the eggs of warmth,
changed into all sorts of regular images. Quite distinct smoke pictures with
an inner life and inner regularity were produced. If I may use the
expression: the eggs were hatched. That was really to what this solidifying
process might be compared. Just as the chicken comes out of the eggs, so
were those eggs of warmth split in two, and regular forms came out of
them, figures of smoke which were the densest bodies of the Archangels.
They inhabited the Sun in bodies of gas, smoke, and air. Thus they moved



about as men on the Sun. We have now the spiritual idea of a fixed star, of
a sun world, which is a sun through its own power, which can produce the
interchange of day and night by its own power. Like an exhalation and
inhalation it produces the interchange of light and darkness. For at that
time the Sun was a sort of fixed star. Everything in our universal space that
shines of itself sends out into that space together with light the life of
spiritual messengers, the Archangels. What, then, have the primal Archai,
the Spirits of Personality, accomplished through their own evolution, what
have they established? It is mainly through them that the Sun appeared.
While otherwise only a Saturn existence would have appeared in
evolution», while otherwise only the Archai, who had filled Saturn with
warmth, would have existed, now, because the Archai had surrendered the
external eggs of warmth, Saturn was transformed into Sun, on which the
Archangels found it possible to pass through their human stage. They were
the heralds who announced to the world: ‘The Primal Beginnings or the
Spirits of Personality, were our forerunners. As messengers, we proclaim to
the universe in rays of light, the former existence of Saturn, of warmth-
filled Saturn. We are the messengers, the heralds of the Archai.’ Angel
means Messenger, Archai means the Beginnings. The Archangels were
nothing else than the heralds of the deeds of the Primal Beginnings or
Archai of former times. Therefore, they are called Angels of the Beginnings,
‘Archai-Angels’ which, in English, has become Archangels. These
Archangels were the men of the Sun.

∴



Lecture 4

Düsseldorf, April 13, 1909, Evening

When considering the conditions of Saturn which are still transparent and
less immersed in Maya, we glance back a little at what was said this
morning, we shall be able to understand in what way the liberation or
imprisonment of certain beings can be brought about — the liberation of
those beings of which we spoke yesterday in relation to that most
significant and incisive passage of the divine Gita. Remember it has been
said that if the Spirits of Personality in ancient Saturn had each time
absorbed those egg-shaped bodies of warmth without leaving anything
behind, then at the end of its evolution the whole of Saturn would have
been reabsorbed into the spiritual world. As was stated, this did not
happen, but the Spirits of Personality impressed their mark on the whole of
Saturn in a much more intense way than they would otherwise have done;
they impressed it through those remnants they left on Saturn, for they did
not take everything away with them; they left those outwardly perceptible
bodies of warmth behind them.

What is the power that rules in the Spirits of Personality on ancient
Saturn? It is no other than that which we know in modern man as the
power of thought. For in reality, the Spirits of Personality did nothing else
on ancient Saturn but exercise the power of their thoughts. They brought
about the formation of these eggs of warmth, because they conceived the
idea of them. Thus it is the power of conception in the Spirits of Personality
which has, however, a much stronger potentiality than is the case with
modern humanity. What is the power behind the force of ideas, or
concepts, in modern humanity? When one formulates an idea to-day, it is
formed only in the astral; the conception penetrates only a far as the
astral. And so the permanence of that form cannot be distinguished in the
outer physical world. On ancient Saturn the Spirits of Personality were
powerful magicians. They formed those eggs of warmth on Saturn by the
force of their thoughts, and through that same force they also left them
behind. So in reality it was the power of those Spirits of Personality which
caused the residue of ancient Saturn to be left behind, and this appears
again and again, and still appeared even during the Sun evolution.



It is perfectly comprehensible that an entity, who is really human should
take on form from his surroundings, (for the eggs that were formed there
were constructed out of the surroundings of Saturn) and those eggs were
bewitched, or chained to a further existence. To day, this is presented to
you in a more general sense, for the conditions we spoke of yesterday had
not as yet become so complicated.

At this point we might say: Behold the Saturn fire, behold that which is
always spiritualised anew by that ancient fire, that which is ever withdrawn
again as inner soul's fire, as comfortable warmth which rises upwards into
higher worlds. But if only this had been there, Saturn would have
disappeared into higher worlds. That which is perceptible as outer warmth,
which has condensed into external warmth must be born again, must
appear again, and does appear next on the Sun, as has been described.

Now let us glance at the other things we have described in the previous
lecture. We have made it clear that those beings of the spiritual hierarchies
whom we call Archangels, or Fire Spirits, passed through their human
stage on the ancient Sun; that there the element of warmth condensed on
the one side to smoke, or to gas, so that the sun became a ball of gas, and
that on the other side the gas burned in such a way that light streamed out
into the world; and it is the Archangels or Fire Spirits who lived in the
outstreaming light, who inhaled it and poured it forth and had their being
in the light. As I have already said, if you could have then taken a voyage
through the universe to the Sun, you would have seen that ancient Sun
shining before you in the distance. In the interior you would have seen
various streams and currents of gas; you would have perceived it as the
breathing process of the whole body of the Sun.

Let us now call up once more before our minds this ancient Saturn and
ancient Sun. We have seen that in both of these planetary bodies life and
activity reigned, that something was happening there. We have been able
to describe ancient Saturn, the egg formations, which were always built up
there anew and again dissolved, with the exception of those remnants
which remained behind. Anyone observing this inner activity of Saturn
would have said to himself: ‘Saturn is really a living being. It is in truth
exactly as if it were a living being. It lives: it lives in itself; it continually
builds up forms out of its own life and so on.’ In a still higher degree is this
the case with the ancient Sun. It presents itself as an unit, as a totality in
the changing conditions of its Sun's night and Sun's day, of the inhalation



and the exhalation of light. If it could have been observed it would have
given the impression of a heavenly body which was not dead, but was full
of life.

Now everything that lives, that has that sort of activity, is inwardly living
and inwardly in motion because spiritual beings govern and guide that
motion. We have indeed said, that the Spirits of Personality built those egg
forms through their thought power. Yes, but first something must exist, out
of which the substance of those eggs can be taken. The Spirits of
Personality, those primeval ‘beginners’ or Archai cannot produce that
substance. That is the first, principle thing we must put before our minds,
that something must be there which provides the substance, that is the
undifferentiated warmth, the fire itself. The spirits of Personality are only
those who mould that substance. But the warmth — they must receive
from elsewhere. Whence does the total world of Saturn, and whence,
before all others do the Spirits of Personality, get that warmth substance,
that warmth or fire element?

It comes from Spirits essentially higher, Spiritual Beings who have passed
through their human evolution so very long ago, that on the ancient Saturn
they were already far beyond that stage.

In order to form an idea of such sublime Beings, and why they were
necessary to the out-giving of the fiery warmth of ancient Saturn, we must
by way of a comparison, recall to our minds the development of man
himself, for man will also, some day, become a divine being.

We know that the man of to-day, as he stands before us, consists in his
human nature of four parts which are the key to all spiritual science — that
the man consists of the physical, etheric and astral bodies, and of the ‘I.’
We know how a man develops these further, that the ‘I’ works from within
outwards, that in the first place the astral body is changed in such a way
as to bring it completely under the dominion of the ‘I.’ Now when the astral
body is so far transmuted that the ‘I’ has complete power over it, we say:
this astral body has become of such a nature that it can contain the Spirit-
self or Manas. It is the same with the etheric body. When the work of the
‘I’ becomes still more effective, it masters also the resisting forces of the
etheric body, and the transmuted etheric body is the Life-spirit or Budhi.
And last of all, when the ‘I’ becomes ruler of the physical body, when it
overcomes the strongest of the resisting forces, the forces of the physical
body, then the man has in him the Spirit-man or Atma. So he should be a
seven-membered man when he had transmuted his physical body to Atma



or Spirit-man. Externally, the physical body is seen just as a physical body,
but internally, it is completely dominated by the ‘I,’ it glows with the ‘I;’
such is the body which is physical body and Atma at the same time. The
etheric body is at the same time etheric body and Life-Spirit or Budhi, the
astral is astral body and Spirit-self or Manas; the ‘I’ has now become the
general Ruler. Thus man pushes onwards to higher stages of development,
thus he transforms himself, and works at his own godliness, at his
deification, as is said by Dionysius, the Areopagite, the friend and pupil of
the Apostle Paul. But arriving at this point, development is not yet finished.
When the man is so far advanced that he has completely conquered and
absolutely dominated the physical body, he has still higher stages of
development before him. This rises ever higher and higher, and we gaze
upwards into spiritual heights, to super-human beings, and these become
ever mightier and mightier. In what really does the continual increase in
the power of those Beings consist, how is it expressed? It consists in this,
that in the first place they are in need of something, they want something,
they demand something from the world, and that later on they develop to
the point, when they themselves have something to give. Fundamentally,
the whole meaning and spirit of evolution rests on the fact, that we pass
from taking, to giving. You have an analogy for this in human evolution in
our life here between birth and death: the child is helpless, it must receive
the help of those about it. It grows more and more out of this
helplessness, and at last itself become a helper in its turn. So too in the
great universal evolution of the human race.

On ancient Saturn, man existed only as the earliest human physical germ.
There he had to content himself with receiving the first foundations of his
humanity; and so it continued all through the Sun and Moon period. On the
Earth he acquired his ego, and now he is gradually preparing himself to let
his Ego act upon his astral and etheric bodies and his physical body.
Through this he will gradually grow into a Being who will be able to give,
cosmically. This Being grows gradually in cosmic, universal giving; from
taking he grows to giving.

You have an example of this indeed in those beings of whom we have
spoken already, in the Archangels or Archangeloi. In a certain sense they
already developed on the Sun to the point when they could give out light
to universal space.

Thus, evolution progresses from taking to giving. In the case of giving,
the thing goes very far indeed. Let us take some being who can give only
his thoughts; that speaking truly, is not as yet much to give; for he who



gives thoughts — even if he has given ever so many thoughts, when he
goes away things remain as they were. He has not given anything visible or
tangible, in the higher sense. But a time comes when Beings do not only
give thoughts and the like, a time when they are able to give much more,
when for instance, they will be able to give just that which the Spirits of
Personality had need of on ancient Saturn: the substance of the warmth-
fire.

Who was at such a high stage of development that they could then let
that warmth of ancient Saturn stream out of their own bodies? They were
the Beings whom we call Thrones or Spirits of Will.

Thus we see that ancient Saturn took form through the fact, that from
the surrounding universe the Thrones concentrated on one point in space.
They did in great measure what in a lower sphere of existence is done by
the silkworms, when they spin threads of silk out of their bodies. The
Thrones spun the substance of warmth out of themselves, sacrificed
themselves on the altar of Saturn.

We have to regard the life of the Spirits of Personality on Saturn in such a
way, that these Spirits of Personality or Archai actually imparted
personality, Ego-consciousness to the warmth. The substance of the fire-
warmth streamed together from out [of] the universe, — the Cosmos, it
streamed forth from highly exalted Beings — the Thrones.

We now know of what those eggs of warmth, that arose on Saturn,
consisted. They were spun out of the bodies which the Thrones offered up
as a sacrifice.

But that would not have sufficed; the co operation of the Spirits of
Personality had the power to give form to the substance of warmth, but
they could not do it alone. To produce that inner life and activity, other
spiritual beings were necessary who had also had to inhabit ancient Saturn,
beings inferior to the Thrones, but higher than the Archai or Spirits of
Personality. To their share fell the task of helping the Spirits of Personality.
We can form an idea of that help if we think of the Angels who are the first
immediately above us, then of the Archangels, then of the primeval
Beginnings, or Spirits of Personality — Archai. These Beings belong to the
Hierarchy which stands next above us. The Thrones do not come
immediately above the Spirits of Personality. There are intermediate stages
between the Spirits of Personality, and the Thrones, and it is there that
those Beings stand, whom we call Powers or Exusiai, according to



Dionysius the Areopagite; Powers is the name in English (also Spirits of
Form). The Powers are one stage higher than the Spirits of Personality.
They hold the same relation to the Spirits of Personality which the Angels
do towards us. Yet a stage higher than these Powers are those Beings we
call Mights — Spirits of Motion — Dynamis. These were related to the
Spirits of Personality on ancient Saturn in the same way as the Archangels
are to us to-day. A stage higher still than the Spirits of Motion are those
beings we call Spirits of Wisdom — Dominions, Kyriotetes. They were to
the Spirits of Personality on ancient Saturn, what the Spirits of Personality
or Archai are to us now. Then, after these come the Thrones or Spirits of
Will.

Thus on ancient Saturn we have an ascending scale of Beings: the Spirits
of Personality who awaken and bring about the ‘I’ consciousness; we have
the Thrones, Spirits of Will, who stand four stages higher than the Spirits
of Personality, and who give out the fire substance; and in between, to
order and guide all the life on ancient Saturn, we have, naming them from
below upwards: the Powers, or Spirits of Form; the Might or Spirits of
Motion; the Dominions, or Spirits of Wisdom; in Greek Exusiai; Dynamis
and Kyriotetes. These were, if one may so call them, the inhabitants of
ancient Saturn.

Whilst the ancient Saturn is evolving into the Sun — as we have
described in the last lecture — those Beings who have just been named are
also evolving each one stage higher, and the Archangels enter upon the
human stage. Externally — we might say physically — the warmth
condenses into gas. The Sun is a gaseous body. While ancient Saturn was
a dark warmth-body, the Sun now begins to shine outwardly; but it
alternates, so to speak, from Sun-days to Sun nights. It is particularly
important to take notice of those interchanges from Sun-days to Sun-
nights. For an enormous difference between the life of the days and the
nights obtains on ancient Sun. If nothing else had intervened but what has
been described in the Third Lecture, the Archangels, who are the men of
the ancient Sun, would during the Sun-days hurry with the rays of light out
into the Universe, would expand to the Universe and would have to return
to the Sun during the Sun's nights. It would be an inhaling and exhaling of
the light, together with all the creatures weaving their existence within it.
But it is not so.

I should like once more to describe these Archangels, in a simple, I might
also say trivial, way. It pleased them too much, when they soared out into
the Universe; the flowing outwards, the soaring up to the Spirits of the



universe, pleased them more than the contracting, or drawing of
themselves together again. The latter seemed a narrowing, inferior
existence. Life in the light-ether pleased them better. But they never could
have extended this life in the light-ether further than a certain limit, if
something had not come to their help. If those Beings on the ancient Sun
had been left to themselves, it would have been quite impossible for them
to do anything else than bravely to return to the Sun, in the Sun-night. Yet
they did not do it, they lengthened the time of their stay outside in the
Universe always more and more, they remained longer and longer in the
Spiritual World. Who helped them to do this?

Let us imagine that the small circle is the ball of the Ancient Sun; the
Archangels strive to get out into the spaces of the world from all sides of
that ancient Sun ball, they spread out their presence, spiritually into the
Universe. The Archangels were helped in this out-spreading by the fact that
there were Beings out in the Universe who came to meet them. Just as
earlier, the fire elements of the Thrones, streamed towards ancient Saturn,
so now other Beings come to meet the out-streaming Archangels, Beings
who are still higher than the Thrones, and these help them to stay longer
out in the Universe than they otherwise could have done.



Those Beings who came out of spiritual space to meet the Archangels, we
call Cherubim (The Spirits of Harmony). They are Beings of an
exceptionally sublime nature; they have power to receive the Archangels,
so to speak, with open arms. When the Archangels spread outwards, the
Cherubim came to meet them, out of the Universal All. Thus, all round the
globe of the ancient Sun, we have the approaching Cherubim. If I may use
the comparison — just as our earth is surrounded by its atmosphere, so
was the ancient Sun surrounded by the realm of the Cherubim, for the
benefit of the Archangels. When the Archangels went out into the Universal
spaces, they beheld their great helpers.

In what way did those great helpers meet them, and what appearance
had they? This can naturally only be stated by clairvoyant consciousness as
read in the Akasha Chronicles. These great Universal Helpers revealed
themselves in quite definite etheric shapes or figures. Our forefathers who,
through their traditions, were still conscious of these most important facts,
represented the Cherubim as those strangely winged animals with
differently formed heads — the winged Lion, winged Eagle, winged Bull,
winged Man. The fact is, that the Cherubim made their approach from four



sides, in forms afterwards represented in the way the Cherubim are known
to us. In the schools of the first post-Atlantean Initiates, these Cherubim,
approaching the Ancient Sun on four sides, were given names, which later
became the names, Bull, Lion, Eagle, Man.

The aspect presented by the Ancient Sun, was that of its human
inhabitants, otherwise called Archangels, passing out into Universal space,
and the four kinds of Cherubim, coming from four sides to meet them. On
account of this, the Archangels were enabled to stay in the spiritual region
which surrounded the ancient Sun longer than they otherwise could have
done. For the influence of those Cherubim upon the Archangels was
vivifying in the highest degree, in the spiritual sense. But as the Cherubim
came into the vicinity of the Sun, their influence was active also in another
way. They acted in the way described, on those Sun-beings who had
evolved up to the element of light, who knew how to live in that element.
But this element of light could be influenced only during the Sun-days,
when light streamed out into Universal space. But there were also the Sun-
nights when light did not stream out. The Cherubim were then also in the
skies. During this time, when the Sun-planet was darkened, only warmth-
gas was there, the illuminated warm gases streamed within the Sun-ball.
Round about it were the Cherubim sending down their influence, which
was active now within the dark gas. When the Cherubim could not act in a
normal way upon the Archangels, they sent their influence into the dark
smoke and gas of the Sun. Whilst on ancient Saturn influences were
exercised upon the warmth, influences were now exerted out of cosmic
space on the condensed warmth, or gas, of the ancient Sun. To this action
we must ascribe the fact, that out of that Sun-mist was built the first
foundation or germ of what we call to-day the animal kingdom. Just as the
earliest foundations of the human kingdom arose in the physical human
body on Ancient Saturn, so on the Sun, out of its smoke and gas was
formed the first germ of the animal kingdom. Out of the warmth of Ancient
Saturn was formed the first germ of the human body; on the Ancient Sun
was formed the first germ of the smoke-like changing animal bodies,
created through the mirroring of the forms of the Cherubim in this Sun-
gas.

Thus, we find, spread abroad in space surrounding the Sun — that
totality of exalted Beings, the Cherubim who receive the Archangels, as it
were, with open arms — and we find also, evoked as by magic out of the
Sun-gas during the Sun's nights, the earliest germinal beginnings of the
animal kingdom. The animal kingdom in its first physical foundation grew
out of the Sun mist. Therefore those of our forefathers who from the



Mysteries had knowledge of these deeply important things out of spiritual
Cosmology, called the Beings, who, acted upon the Ancient Sun, from all
sides of Space: the Zodiac or Animal Circle. That is the primeval
significance of the Zodiac. On Ancient Saturn the germinal beginnings of
humanity were first laid down, and the substance which to-day is in the
physical body was poured out, sacrificed, by the Thrones.

On the Sun was laid down the earliest beginnings of the Animal Kingdom,
through the forms of the Cherubim being mirrored in, and conjured forth
from, the gas which had condensed from the warmth substance of the
earlier planet.

Thus the animals were in the first place reflected Sun-images of the
Zodiac. There is a real inner relation between the Zodiac and the animals
which were coming into existence upon the Sun. Truly it is not for nothing,
that such names have been given to those things. One must never think
that in those ancient times names were chosen at random. To-day, when a
new planet is discovered out of the planetary chain, what does the
Astronomer do who has had the luck to discover it? He opens a Lexicon,
finds a Greek mythological name which is still unappropriated and sticks it
upon the star. In the times when in names people looked for the
expression of the things represented; in the times when the Mysteries were
still powerful, names were not given in that way; but in the names then
given you could always find the deeper meaning of the thing itself.

The forms of our animals, even although to-day they are degenerated
into caricatures, have been brought down from the encircling Universe,
from the figures of the Zodiac, as they then existed.

It may strike you that we have mentioned only four names of the Zodiac.
These are the principal expressions for the Cherubim; for in reality each of
those Cherubic forms has to left and to right a sort of follower or
companion. Think of the form of each Cherubim having two companions
and you will have twelve forces and powers encircling the Sun, certain
indications of which already existed on the Ancient Saturn. We have twelve
such powers, belonging to the kingdom of the Cherubim, who have to
perform their task in the Universe in the way we have just described.

You may now ask: What relation has this to the ordinary names of the
animal circle or Zodiac? We shall say a word about this during the next few
days. For the sequence of the names has somewhat changed. One
generally begins to count with Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo. Then



comes Virgo the Virgin and Libra the Scales or Balance. The Eagle, through
a later transformation, has had to be named Scorpio, for a definite reason.
And then the two companions: Sagittarius, Capricornus. The Man, for
reasons which we will hear later, is called Aquarius the Water-man. Then
Pisces the Fishes. You still see the true form, out of which the Zodiac
originated, in the Bull (Taurus), in the Lion and a little in the Man, which in
the ordinary exoteric nomenclature is called the Waterman. We shall
explain in the next few days why the Zodiac has passed through this
transformation. High spiritual Beings, high Hierarchies, the Thrones gave
out of their own substance the fire of Ancient Saturn. Still higher Beings,
whom we characterise as Cherubim, took into themselves the light which
sprang from the fire and glorified its existence, uplifted it. But each time
that an uplifting process happens in the Universe, a lowering process must
also step in to create the relative balance or adjustment. In order that the
Archangels should have the opportunity of extending their spiritual
existence during daytime, the Cherubim were obliged to continue their
activity by night, and bring forth the animal beings which are lower than
humanity, forms evoked out of that warmth-substance which had
condensed into mist, gas and smoke.

You have thus been given the first idea, in the sense of the primeval
wisdom, of the way in which certain Spiritual Beings of the Universe act in
unison with our own planetary body; and at the same time you have been
shown how in the outward, physical world everything can always be traced
back to spiritual Beings. That which we call so materially the Zodiac to-day
(from the Greek word which implies figures), animals, and living beings
originated in the kingdoms of the Cherubim, who, from the encircling
Universe, sent down their influence upon the Ancient Sun and allowed their
forces to stream forth into this Universe as a force of light.

With this we have introduced an important conception of the Animal
circle or Zodiac, and we shall continue this study to-morrow; we shall
gradually be able to rise to the comprehension of other universal bodies,
and have more and more light thrown upon their relationship with the
spiritual Hierarchies.

∴



Lecture 5

Düsseldorf, April 14, 1909

We have had the activity of higher spiritual Beings within our Cosmos,
brought before our souls by means of two examples, that on ancient
Saturn and that on the ancient Sun, which is the reincarnation, or the
production of Saturn. It will now be necessary to explore the spiritual realm
itself in which these higher spiritual Beings are, and consider their action
and influence from still another point of view. During the first half of these
lectures some things will have to be said which many of you have already
heard. But even apart from the fact that there are many listeners here who
have not yet heard some of the things which may be called introductory, it
is necessary to repeat them, because we have to rise in these lectures to
very high regions of spiritual life.

From what has been said you will have seen that spiritual Beings of the
most different kinds have to be active within a cosmic system which is in
process of development. What in reality, is this ancient Saturn? Let us
make a precise image of it. Of course ancient Saturn has nothing to do
with the Saturn of the present day. You can easily imagine that in ancient
Saturn were already included the germs of all that belongs to-day to the
whole of our solar system; our Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
and so on, all these bodies were within ancient Saturn and have evolved
out of it. Imagine to yourselves a globe, or heavenly body which would
have the sun as its central point and would reach so far outwards that the
Saturn of to-day was contained in it, this globe, larger than our present
solar system, would give you a correct idea of ancient Saturn. Our whole
solar system came forth, out of ancient Saturn. One might even compare it
— not exactly but approximately — with the general Kant-Laplace universal
primeval mist, out of which, according to the opinion of many modern
people, our solar system has formed itself. But the comparison is not quite
accurate, for the majority imagine that a sort of gas was the starting point
of our solar system, whereas we have seen that it was a body of warmth,
not of gas. Ancient Saturn was a giant body of warmth.

And so we heard yesterday, that when that ancient Saturn had
transformed itself into the later Sun, the Cherubim began to be active from
the surrounding circumference of the Universe. You have now to realise



that those Cherubim, who were active, in the periphery of the Sun, were
also already present in the periphery of ancient Saturn. Only they were not
as yet called on to play their part — to put it trivially, they had not yet
reached the stage when they could undertake something important, but
they were present in the environment of Saturn. Still other Beings were
around ancient Saturn, Beings of a degree still higher and still more
sublime than the Cherubim, namely, the Seraphim, (Spirits of Love). The
Thrones also came from the same region. But the Thrones, who are one
grade lower than the Cherubim, let their substance flow downwards to
form the warmth-substance of Saturn, as we have already shown. Thus we
can imagine Saturn as a giant globe of warmth, surrounded by circles of
spiritual Beings who are of a supremely high, sublime nature. Christian
Esotericism calls them Thrones, Cherubim, Seraphim. They are the Dhyanic
Beings of the Eastern Teaching.

Whence do these circles of sublime Beings come? Everything in the
world, everything in the Universe has evolved. And if we want to form an
idea of the place whence come the Cherubim, the Seraphim and the
Thrones, we shall do well to turn our thought into our own solar system
and to ask ourselves: What will some day become of our solar system? We
wish now to give you a short sketch of the development of our solar
system.

We know that it has come forth out of ancient Saturn, Saturn
transformed itself into the ancient Sun, which again changed into the
ancient Moon. In the time when the ancient Sun was Moon, a particular
development began. This Moon for the time went forth out of the Sun. In
the ancient Moon we have the first heavenly body, which is outside and
separate from the Sun. The Sun was able to evolve higher, because it cast
from it the coarser substances. The whole system then developed towards
our present earth. Our earth came into being because, along with all the
remaining Moon and Earth, it divided from the Sun the coarser substances
and beings belonging to it. But evolution goes further. The beings who
have now to dwell upon the Earth, separated from the Sun, and who have
been thrown out of the Sun, although excluded from it are developing ever
higher and higher. They have to pass through yet another condition, that of
Jupiter. But through all this, they are gradually maturing towards re-union
with the Sun. And when the condition of the Venus-development will have
come, all the beings who now live and move upon our earth will be re-
absorbed into the Sun, and the Sun itself will have reached a higher stage
of development, just because it will have again redeemed all the beings it
had formerly excluded. Then will come the Vulcan development, the



highest state in the development of our system. These are the seven
stages of evolution of our system: Saturn, Sun, Moon, Earth, Jupiter, Venus
and Vulcan. In the Vulcan development, all those Beings who have evolved
out of the small beginnings of the Saturn existence, will be spiritualised in
the highest degree, they will have grown not only as far as the Sun, but
even higher than the Sun. Vulcan is more than Sun, and with this it has
reached the maturity of sacrifice, the maturity necessary to self
disintegration.

The course of evolution is this: a Sun, which from the beginning is
included in such a system, has at first to throw off its planets, being too
weak to develop further without excluding them. It grows strong, absorbs
its planets again, and grows into a Vulcan. Then the whole is dissolved,
and from the Vulcan globe is formed a hollow globe which is something like
the circles of Thrones, Cherubim, Seraphim, etc. The Sun will thus dissolve
in space, sacrifice itself, send forth its Being into the Universe, and through
this will itself become a circle of Beings like the Thrones, Cherubim,
Seraphim, which will then advance towards new creation.

Why are the Thrones enabled. to give out of their substance what Saturn
needs? Because they have prepared themselves in an earlier system,
through seven conditions like those our solar system is now going through.
Before a system of Thrones, Cherubim, Seraphim can be evolved, it must
have been a solar system at an earlier stage; which means, that when the
Sun has got so far as to be reunited with its planets, it becomes itself a
circle — a Zodiacal circle. That which we have come to know in the Zodiac,
those great, sublime Beings, are the results that have come over to us
from an earlier solar system. That which has formerly evolved within a
solar system can now send down its influence out of universal space, and
produce a new solar system, created out of itself. The Seraphim, Cherubim
and Thrones are for us the highest Hierarchy among divine Beings,
because they have already passed through their solar system evolution and
have risen to mighty cosmic deeds of sacrifice.

Hence it is that these Beings have come into the actual direct vicinity of
the highest Godhead of which we can speak at all: the Trinity, the three-
fold Divinity. Beyond the Seraphim we have to see that highest Divinity of
which we find mention by almost all nations as the threefold Divinity — as
Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu, as Father, Word, and Holy Ghost. From out [of] this
highest Godhead, this most exalted Trinity, stream forth the plans for a
new cosmic system. Glancing back at ancient Saturn we say to ourselves:
before any of this ancient Saturn came into Being, the plan of it had grown



within the divine threefold Unity. But the threefold Unity has need of Beings
to execute its plan. These Beings must first prepare themselves for the
task. The Beings who, are so to speak, nearest God Himself, who, as is
beautifully expressed in Christian Western Esotericism, ‘bask in the light of
God's countenance,’ are the Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones. These take
up the plans of a new cosmic system streaming from the divine threefold
Unity. This is naturally expressed more figuratively than it really is, for we
have to express in human words such sublime activities, for which, in truth,
this human language has not been created. No human words exist to
express such sublime activity as that, for instance, when the Seraphim, in
the beginning of our solar system received the highest plans of the divine
Threefold Unity containing the evolution which our solar system has to
pass through, namely Saturn, Sun, Moon, Earth, Jupiter, Venus and Vulcan.
Seraphim is a name which for those who understand it in its true sense,
even in that of ancient Hebrew Esotericism, has always signified that the
task of the Seraphim was to receive from the Trinity the highest ideas and
aims for a system of worlds. The Cherubim, the next lower rank of the
Hierarchies, had the task of building up in wisdom the aims and ideas
which they received from the higher gods. Thus the Cherubim are spirits of
highest wisdom, who understood how to transpose into workable plans,
the inspirations given to them by the Seraphim. And the Thrones, the third
grade of the Hierarchies, counting from above, had the task — naturally
very figuratively expressed. — of putting things into action, so that what
had been thought out in Wisdom — these lofty cosmic thoughts which the
Seraphim had received from the Gods, and which the Cherubim had
pondered over, should be transformed into active reality.

We actually see, if we do but try to see with the soul, how the first
realisation of the divine plan occurs with the down-flow of the fire-
substance of the Thrones. Thus the Thrones appear to us as those Beings
who have the power to transform into a primary reality that which has
been first thought out by the Cherubim. This takes place because the
Thrones allowed their own substance to flow from them, the substance of
the primeval original world-fire, into the space, which had been chosen for
the new world-system. If we speak very figuratively we can express it thus:
An old solar system disappeared and died away. Within that ancient solar
system the ranks of Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones had evolved to the
highest perfection. They then sought out, according to the inspiration
received by them from the highest Threefold Unity, a Sphere within
Universal space and said: ‘We will begin here.’ When the Seraphim took up



the aims of the new world-system, the Cherubim worked out these aims,
and the Thrones poured out of their own Being the primeval fire into that
space. Thus we grasp the beginnings of our world-system.

Other Beings, however, were also present in a certain way, in the former
solar system, of which ours is the successor. But these Beings did not rise
so high as the Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones; they stopped on lower
Stages, they had come over in a condition when they still had to pass
through a certain development, before they could be creatively active,
before they could offer sacrifice. These Beings are those of the Second
threefold Hierarchy. The First threefold Hierarchy we have just been
considering. The Beings of the Second threefold Hierarchy are: the
Kyriotetes or Dominions or Spirits of Wisdom; then the so-called Mights,
Dynamis (or, as Dionysius, the Areopagite, and after him the Teachers of
the West call them, Virtutes, Virtues), or Spirits of Motion, and the Spirits
of Form, who are also called by the Teachers of the West — Potentates,
which mean Powers.



We must now ask ourselves: When we glance back at ancient Saturn and
see the first threefold Hierarchy surrounding it, where then are the Beings
of that second threefold Hierarchy? Where can we search for the
Dominions, Mights, and Potentates? We must look for them inside ancient
Saturn. If the Thrones have reached, so to speak, to its boundary, we must
look for the Dominions, Mights and Potentates, or the Spirits of Wisdom,
Motion and Form, inside Saturn. Inside ancient Saturn, within the mass of
it, again three ranks of Beings are active, — the Dominions, Mights and
Potentates. They are spiritual Beings operating inside the Saturn
substance.

Now we must for once come to an understanding with the extraordinary
fantastic modern theory of the origin of the world, and turn our minds
again to the Kant-Laplace theory. It has put a mass of fog as a starting



point for our solar system, and then has imagined that the whole of this
giant mass of gas has begun to revolve. It finds it extraordinarily simple
that with the rotation the outer planets gradually split off. At first there are
rings. These then contract. The Sun remains in the middle, and the others
rotate around it. They picture it quite mechanically. A very nice experiment
is shown in the schools to make the thing clearer. It is shown how a solar
system is formed in a small way, by taking a vessel full of water, throwing
in a large drop of oil, then cutting a piece of paper, representing the
equator, and putting a pin into it from above. Then the drop of oil is set
into rotation. Small drops of oil split asunder and circle round, and the
demonstrator shows it to pupils — sometimes quite old pupils — saying:
‘Now, you have here in small the formation of a world system.’ And the
whole thing is made most illuminating. For what can illuminate one more
than when one sees with one's own eyes how such a solar system is
formed. Why should one not see that there was once upon a time a
gigantic cosmic fog which in its rotation loosened the Planets around it, like
those little drops, and made the miniature Mercury and Saturn loosen
themselves from the large drop of oil. One must marvel at such a naive
proceeding. For the man who tries to make the Kant-Laplace System so
clear forgets one thing — sometimes it is very good to forget, only in this
case it wont do — he forgets himself, he forgets he stood by and made the
thing rotate. This is incredibly naive, but the simple-mindedness of
modern, materialistic mythology is very great, greater than that of any
other mythology. This will be realised in future times. There is someone
who starts the whole thing, who makes it rotate. It is necessary if one can
think at all, if one has not been forsaken by all the good Spirits of Logic, it
is necessary to presume that spiritual powers are occupied out there with
the rotation of the universal globes. Apart from the error in placing a
primeval gas instead of a primeval fire at the outset, one cannot assume
that that mass of gas began to whirl round of itself. One must ask: Where
are the forces and powers which put movement into that mass which for
us is of primeval fire, so that something begins to happen inside it? We
have just enumerated them.

Spiritual forces work from without and from within our system. Those
Beings who surround it, and who acquired their faculties in earlier systems,
work from outside. Inside are Beings of less maturity, who differentiate the
internal mass, who bring about what we had in our minds when we spoke
of the shapes of warmth formed inside Saturn. They are Beings of highest
intelligence who regulate all that happens there.



What then is the task of the first Beings of the second threefold
Hierarchy? The Spirits of Wisdom or Dominions, or Kyriotetes take that
which the Thrones or Spirits of Will bring down out of Universal space, and
regulate it so that a harmonious co-relation can come about between the
single globe which is originating — between Saturn and the whole
Universe. In the interior of Saturn everything has to be so regulated that it
corresponds with what is outside. What the Seraphim, Cherubim, and
Thrones, bring down to Saturn from the hand of God, must be so
appointed that within Saturn these commands can be carried out, and
these impulses become realities. The Spirits of Wisdom or Kyriotetes
receive from the circumference of Saturn that which comes down through
the mediation of the highest Hierarchy, so that they may transform it and
make it harmonise with what is in the interior of Saturn.

What is received by the Spirits of Wisdom, is further worked on and
elaborated by Mights or the Spirits of Motion. And while the former inside
Saturn hold, as it were, the highest command, the latter undertake the
carrying out of these directions. Then the Powers or Spirits of Form — later
we shall explain this more in detail, now we are characterising it only in a
general way — provide that what is being formed according to the
intentions of the Universe, should have duration, so long as it is needed,
that it should not be destroyed again at once. These Powers or Spirits of
Form are the maintainers — the supporters.

Thus the Dominions or Spirits of Wisdom are the directors inside Saturn;
the Mights or Spirits of Motion are those who execute their directions; and
the Powers or Spirits of Form are the supporters, the upholders of that
which the Mights have built.

To day, we shall omit how the third threefold Hierarchy works, (we have
spoken of them before) the Spirits of Personality, the Archangels or Fire
Spirits and the Angels. We shall turn our attention to-day, with our newly
acquired knowledge, to the transition from ancient Saturn to ancient Sun.
The most essential proceedings were explained at the last lecture. What
happens when ancient Saturn becomes Sun, is that the primeval fire
changes into a condition of gas or air, so that the ancient Sun consists of
what is called the residue of the primeval fire. The primeval fire is
intermingled with, and forms the basis of, what has thickened into gas or
smoke. Thus two substances are to be found there: primeval fire and a
part of that fire which has condensed to gas or smoke — call it what you
will. This is the essential characteristic of the old Sun. We shall see that our
Sun has grown into something different, through transitory conditions up



to the present day; it has developed into something different, although
there are people who imagine that the interior of our Sun to-day is also
merely a sort of gas.

If you enter into all the various theories at which our materialistic natural
science arrives, you will, if you think, certainly be astounded. There is, for
instance, a popular little book, which is much bought because of its
cheapness, which claims that our present Sun has in its centre nothing
solid, but only gas. Only, this gas — one could not believe it really, but it
stands there in a little popular writing — this gas is as thick as honey or tar.
The man who soars to such ideas that gas under conditions of pressure
can become like honey or tar, I will willingly allow to wander about in such
a sluggish land where the air is of the consistency of honey, but I would
not wish him to have to move in an air that is a thick as tar! Materialistic
theories have such excrescences as these.

We are not speaking now of our present Sun, but of that ancient Sun
which really consists of primeval fire and of what is called fire-mist or fire-
air. You find this expression used in Faust, for Goethe knew it well, and you
find the expression fire-mist also used in theosophical literature. We must
think of the ancient sun as of a mixture of these two substances. This did
not, however, happen of itself. Universal bodies do not condense of
themselves; spiritual Beings have to bring about this process of
condensation.

Which are the Spiritual Beings who carried over the condensation of the
substance of ancient Saturn to the ancient Sun? These Beings whom we
call the Dominions, or Spirit of Wisdom. It is they who now press inwards
from outside and who originally pressed together the mighty mass of
Saturn so that it grew smaller. The Dominions brought pressure to bear
upon it, until the ancient Sun became the size of a globe, the mass of
which, if you place the Sun in its centre, you must imagine as reaching out
to Jupiter. Thus Saturn was a gigantic world-globe, which having our Sun in
its centre would have reached as far as to the present Saturn, an
enormous globe, as large as our present solar system. The Sun of which
we have just spoken was a world-globe which stretched a far as the Jupiter
of to-day. This point marks the boundary of the ancient Sun-world. You will
do well if you picture those outer planets as boundary marks for the limits
of the ancient Worlds. You see that we are gradually approaching the
theory of the planets, being led thereto through the activity of the
hierarchies,



Let us go further. We know that the next condition is again one of
condensation. The third condition of our World system is that of the
Ancient Moon. Those of you who have given attention to the
communications from the Akashic Record know that the ancient Moon had
come into being because the Sun substance had condensed still more, as
far as to the condition of water. The Moon contained no solid earth as yet,
but was composed of fire, air and water. It had so co-ordinated the watery
element. Gas or air was condensed in it to the element of water. Who
effected this? That Hierarchy of spiritual Beings brought this about, whom
we call Mights, Virtutes, or Spirits of Motion. Thus it happened through the
Virtutes, that the mass of the ancient Moon contracted to the limits of the
orbit of the present Mars. Mars is thus the boundary showing the size of
the Moon. If you imagine a globe with the present Sun for its centre, and
for its limit the orbit of the present Mars, you have the size of the ancient
Moon. We have reached the point when we must remember that when the
ancient Moon was formed out of Saturn and Sun, something quite new
took place. A part of the dense substance was now thrown out, and two
globes came into being. One of the two took up the finer substances and
Beings and became a finer Sun, the second became a denser Moon. This
third condition of our planetary system developed in such a way that, for a
time, it remained one single planet; then it threw off a planet from itself,
which remained in its vicinity. At first, so long as it formed one single body,
the Moon extended to the orbit of the present Mars; then the Sun
contracted, and was encircled by another body; approximately in the place
where the present Mars has its orbit, was more or less the periphery of the
original single body.

Through what did this division take place? Through what influence did a
single globe split in two? It happened in the time of the domination of the
Spirits of Motion, Mights, or Dynamis. For those who have already followed
me in this domain, it is not new to hear that [in] the Cosmos things
happen very much in the way they happen in ordinary human life. Where
beings are evolving there are some who advance and others who remain
behind, as many a father knows, who complains that his son in college lags
behind whilst others are making good progress. We are concerned,
therefore, with a difference in the ‘tempo’ of development. It is the same in
the Cosmos. And through certain causes, which we shall learn later, now
that the Mights or Virtutes have entered on their Mission, something came
into play which is called in all Esotericism, and in all Mysteries, the ‘fight in
Heaven.’ This ‘fight in Heaven’ forms an essential, and integral part of all
Mysteries; it contains also the primeval Mystery regarding the origin of Evil.



At a certain point of the Moon evolution the Mights or Virtutes had reached
very different degrees of maturity. Some of them aspired to rise spiritually
as high as possible; others again had remained behind, or at least had
progressed normally in their development. Some of the Mights on the
ancient Moon had progressed much further than their companions. The
result of this was that these two classes of Mights divided. The more
advanced ones drew out with the body of the Sun, and the others formed
the Moon revolving around it.

We have now given a sketchy description of the fight in Heaven, the
rending asunder of the ancient Moon, so that the planet accompanying the
ancient Moon comes under the domination of those spirits of Motion or
Might or Virtutes which had remained behind, and the ancient Sun under
the domination of the advanced Virtutes.

Something of this fight in Heaven still sounds in the first sentences of the
divine Gita, where symbolically at the beginning of the battle can still be
heard echoes of that mighty fight of the heavens. O, it was a mighty field
of battle! From the time when the Dominions or Kyriotetes brought about
the formation of the ancient Sun, up to the time of that of the ancient
Moon, when the Mights or Dynamis took up their mission, all was a mighty
field of battle; a gigantic fight reigned in Heaven. The Dominions had
contracted the whole mass of our solar systems to the boundary of Jupiter,
then the Virtutes or Mights contracted it to the boundary of the Mars of to-
day. Between these two planetary frontiers in the heavens lies the great
battlefield of the fight of Heaven. Look at that heavenly battlefield! Only in
the nineteenth century has the physical eye discovered again, so to speak,
the devastations produced by the Fight in Heaven. You have a host of small
Planetoids scattered in between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. These are
the wreckage of the battlefield of the fight in Heaven which was fought
between the two points of Cosmic time when our Solar System was
contracted first as far as Jupiter, then to Mars. And when our Astronomers
direct their telescopes towards the heavenly spaces and still discover other
planetoids, these are still the wreckage of that great battlefield, of that
fight in Heaven between the advanced Virtutes and those who were less
advanced, and which also brought about the severing of the Moon from
the Sun.

Thus, we see, when we consider the actions of the divine spiritual beings,
how external things appear to us as the expression, the outward
physiognomy of those divine spiritual beings.



∴



Lecture 6

Düsseldorf, April 15, 1909, Morning

We saw yesterday how the facts of the Cosmos proceed from the spiritual
life of Beings who stand above man. Especially such a phenomenon as the
one we introduced towards the end of our last lecture, the fight in heaven,
which has left, so to speak, so many ‘corpses’ on the field of battle
between Jupiter and Mars, which as planetoids are still being discovered by
physical science in ever-increasing numbers; such a phenomenon must be
of particular importance to us, and we shall have to return to it again: We
shall see how this event is also reflected in certain processes of the earth's
evolution, and how precisely in the beginning of the Bhagavad Gita we find
the earthly reflection of this fight in heaven.

But to-day we shall continue our studies so as to describe, though in a
sketchy way, those other beings of the spiritual Hierarchies, whom we have
indicated already, but whom yesterday we omitted. These are the Beings
who, counting upwards, stand nearest to man, and are called in Christian
Esotericism: Angels, Archangels, Primeval Beginnings or Primeval Forces;
also Angeloi, Archangeloi, and Archai. In theosophical literature the
Archangels are also called Spirits of Fire, and the primeval Beginnings,
spirits of Personality.

These Beings who stand, as it were, in between man and those others to
whom we referred yesterday as reaching up to Jupiter, Mars, etc., naturally
stand in a nearer relation to man on the earth itself. First we have the
Angels or Angeloi. They passed through their human stage during the
evolution of the ancient Moon, and are fundamentally speaking, only as far
on during our present earth evolution as man will be during the Jupiter
evolution. They stand one stage higher than man. What is the task of
these Beings? Their task can be realised when we take into account the
development of man upon earth.

Man develops from incarnation to incarnation. Our human evolution as it
is now, reaches back through the ancient Atlantean time, through the
Lemurian time and really begins in the ancient Lemurian time. This
evolution through all these incarnations will continue for a long time yet, till
towards the end of earthly evolution when other forms of human



development will have come in. Now you know that what we call the
eternal nucleus or kernel of the human being, the individuality, continues
from incarnation to incarnation. But you also know that the greater number
of people have to-day no recollection, no consciousness, as yet of their
incarnations, and men do not as yet remember what happened to them
during their former incarnations. Only those who have developed a certain
degree of clairvoyance can look at their past incarnations.

What sequence would there be between a man's incarnations upon earth
when he cannot remember his former incarnations, if certain beings were
not there to connect the separate incarnations, and watch the progress of
the individual from one incarnation to the other? We have to assign one of
these Beings to each man, a being who, being one stage higher, can lead
the individuality over from one incarnation to the other. These are not the
beings who rule Karma [but] preserve the memory from one incarnation to
the other, so long as the man is not himself aware of it. These Beings are
the Angels. Each man is a personality in each incarnation, and over each
man a being watches, who has a consciousness which passes from one
incarnation to the other. This makes it possible that in certain inferior
grades of initiation, man is able, even if he does not himself know anything
about his past incarnations, to ask his Angel about them. This is quite
possible for certain lower degrees of initiation. The Beings who, as Angels,
are one stage higher than men, have to keep watch over the whole human
thread of life, which is spun for each single individuality from one
incarnation to another.

Now, we pass on to the next group of Beings, to the Archangels —
Archangeloi or Fire Spirits. These do not occupy themselves with separate
men, with the single individual, but have a wider task; they bring single
lives into harmonious order with the life of larger human groups, as, for
instance, nations, races, etc. Within our earth's evolution the Archangels’
task is to bring into certain harmonious relationship each single soul with
the national or race-soul. For those who penetrate into spiritual knowledge,
the souls of races are something quite different from what they are for the
lovers of the abstract in the science of to-day, or for present day culture in
general. On a certain territory, (let us take Germany, France or Italy) live so
and so many people, and because the physical eye sees only so many
external human forms, such lovers of the abstract can imagine what is
called the Soul of a nation or Spirit of a nation only as a comprehensive
general idea of a nation. For the lover of abstractions the separate man
only is real, not the soul of the nation, not the spirit of the nation. For one
who truly sees into the inner working of spiritual life, that which is called



the nation's soul or spirit, is a reality. In the soul of a nation there lives and
weaves what we call a fire-spirit or an Archangel; he regulates, so to
speak, the relation between separate men and the nation or races as a
whole

Then we rise to those beings whom we designate the Spirits of
Personality, primeval beginnings, primeval forces, or Archai. These are still
loftier Beings, who have a still higher task in the continuity of human
existence. Fundamentally speaking, they regulate the earthly relations of
whole human generations on earth, and they live in such a way that, on
the waves of time, from epoch to epoch, they transform themselves at
certain definite periods, they assume other spiritual bodies. Here again,
you all know something of that which for the lovers of the abstract, is
merely an idea, but which is a reality for those who can look into actual
spiritual existence; it is that which is given a truly ugly name — the spirit of
the time. You have here to do with that which represents the meaning and
the mission of an epoch of humanity; picture to yourselves that we could
describe the meaning and the mission of, for instance, the first thousands
of years immediately after the Atlantean catastrophe. This ‘Spirit of the
Age’ comprises something which reaches beyond single nations, beyond
single races. Such a spirit is not limited to this or that nation, it goes
beyond the limits of nations. That which one really calls a ‘Zeit geist’ or
Spirit of an epoch is the spiritual body of the Archai or the Primeval
Beginnings or Spirits of Personality. It is to these Spirits of Personality that
one has to ascribe the fact that within certain epochs, certain definite
personalities appear on our earth. You understand, do you not, that earthly
tasks have to be solved by earthly personalities; in a definite epoch, some
epoch-making personality has had to appear. A strange muddle would
come into the evolution of the earth if it were all left to chance, and Luther
or Charlemagne were placed within any epoch, no matter which. This must
be thought out first, the connexion with the whole evolution of humanity
over the whole earth, has to be thought out; the right soul has to appear
in harmony with the meaning of the whole earth's development. This is
regulated by the Spirits of Personality, the Archai or primeval origins.

And when we get beyond the Archai, we reach to those Beings whom we
touched on yesterday, the so called Powers, — Exusiai, whom we also call
the Spirits of Form. Here we have to do with tasks that reach beyond the
earth. We differentiate in the course of human development a Saturn, Sun,
Moon, Earth, Jupiter, Venus, and Vulcan evolution. We have now seen how
all that happens within the earth itself is regulated by the Angels as
regards the individual men, by Archangels as regards the relation between



individuals and the large masses of humanity, and by the Spirits of
Personality for the whole development of man, from the Lemurian period
up to the period when man will again be so largely spiritualised that he will
hardly belong to the earth. But something else has yet to be regulated.
Humanity will have to be guided from one planetary condition to another.
Spiritual Beings must also exist, whose care it is during the whole earth
evolution to see that when that evolution will have come to an end,
humanity may pass in the right manner through a Pralaya and find its way
to the next goal, to the Jupiter goal. These are the Powers or Spirits of
Form; yesterday we characterised their task from above downwards, now
we characterise them from below upwards. The spirits whose care it is to
see that the whole of humanity should be led from one planetary condition
to another, are the Powers, Exusiai or Spirits of Form.

We must now make a certain disclosure about the Cosmic position of
these Beings. In spiritual science, in that which it is desired to continue to-
day in Anthroposophy, and which is at bottom [of] the Wisdom of the
Mysteries, these different Beings of the heavenly Hierarchies have always
been spoken of as we have spoken of them to-day. We heard yesterday
that the present Saturn represents the limit up to which reached the action
of the Thrones or Spirits of Will; Jupiter, the limit up to which the
Dominions, Spirits of Wisdom, acted; and Mars, the boundary line up to
which reached the influence of the Mights, Dynamis or Virtutes, or Spirits
of Motion.

We may now characterise in a similar way how the Beings we named to-
day divided specially the realms over which they held sway within our solar
system. We must here touch on something which will perhaps call forth a
certain amazement, even in you, who are already in a certain way schooled
Anthroposophists, but which is absolutely in accordance with the truth. In
the school curriculum of the present day, it is indicated that once upon a
time, in grey antiquity, before Copernicus, there had been a conception of
our Solar system which is known as the Ptolemaic System. People then
believed that the earth stood in the centre of our system, and that the
planets coursed round it, as they appear to do to our ordinary physical
sight. Since Copernicus one knows — at least so people say — what people
did not know formerly, that the Sun stands in the middle and that the
planets circle around it, in their respective ellipses. But that which ought to
be made quite clear and precise to people by such a description of our
solar system, if one sincerely and honestly expounds it in the present day
sense, is still something quite different. One ought to say: up to
Copernicus, people knew only certain forms of movement in Universal



space, and according to these, they judged how it could be with our solar
system. What Copernicus did is not that he, so to speak, took a chair and
gazed into space to see how the sun stands in some point of a circle or
ellipse and how the planets turn around it; but he made a calculation, and
this calculation explains what is seen in a simpler way than the former
calculation did. The Copernican world system is nothing but the result, the
product, of thought. Let us look at it once from the point of view of the
Ptolemaic. Let us consider that the Sun stands in the middle, let us
calculate where the places of the planets must be, and then search
whether it coincides with experience. Certainly, for mere physical
observation, it coincides at first completely. Certainly one has built upon it
all sorts of world systems, the Kant-Laplace system, for instance; but there
one reaches a point where there were continual discoveries, a point which
is no more scientifically quite honest. For later on, by purely physical
observation, two planets have been added to it — we have not touched on
them yet, but later we will show what they signify for our system — these
are Uranus and Neptune. When one describes this world system one
certainly should turn people's attention to the fact that in reality these two
planets Uranus and Neptune, very much impair the truth of the calculation.
If one accepts the Kant-Laplace system, then, according to it, Uranus and
Neptune should move with their moons as the other moons move around
the other planets. But they do not; we even have among those outer
planets, these two lately discovered planets, one which behaves in a very
strange way. In reality, if the Kant-Laplace system is correct, somebody
must, after having split off the rest of the planets, [have] turned the axis in
such a way that it revolved at 90°, for its course is different from that of
the other planets. These two differ greatly from the other planets of our
solar systems. We shall see later how it is with them, but now we simply
call attention to the fact that with the Copernican system we have only to
do with a calculation, with something established as an hypothesis, as an
assumption, at a time when man had gone completely adrift from the
perception of spiritual co-relations and of what lies spiritually at the
foundation of external happenings. But the old Ptolemaic system is not
merely a physical system, it is one which was still derived from spiritual
observation, when one knew that planets are boundary marks for certain
realms where the higher Beings held sway. We must design our whole solar
planetary system in a different way if we are to characterise these realms
of control correctly. I shall draw this planetary system for you as it was
expounded in the Mystery Schools of Zarathustra. We could just as well



turn to other Mysteries for counsel, but we shall specially select this system
for the explanation of our solar system with its planets, in respect of the
spiritual Beings who are active within.

[In order to make this paragraph of use to the ordinary student it has
been necessary to depart from the version as it stood in the reported text.
The difference lies in the calculation of the dates. The conclusion to be
drawn is approximately the same. We know Christ came during Pisces,
which began 270 B.C. Add 2150 years and we get the following: —

2420 B.C. as the beginning of Aries,

4570 B.C. as the beginning of Taurus,

6720 B C. as the beginning of Gemini.

Since our year 1881 we are under Aquarius. In other words:

Gemini begins 6720 B.C. down to 4570 B.C.

Taurus begins 4570 B.C. down to 2420 B.C.

Aries begins 2420 B.C. down to 270 B.C.

Pisces begins 270 B.C. down to 1881 A.D.

In the System of Zarathustra something was accepted which differs from
our observation of the heavens. You know that one can observe a certain
progress of the Sun — call it apparent or otherwise: — through the Zodiac
during the course of long years. It is generally said — and it is correct —
that from about the year 270 B.C. the sun in spring rose at the first point
of spring in the Zodiacal sign of Pisces. But every year the sun advanced a
little further, so that in the course of long, long epochs of time, it traverses,
as regards its point of rising through the whole of one Zodiacal sign. Before
270 B.C. it did not rise in Pisces but in Aries, with its rising point in spring-
time, it travelled through the whole sign of Aries during 2150 years. Before
that, Taurus had been the Zodiacal constellation in the spring during the
previous period of 2150 years. And if we go back to five or six thousand
years B.C., we find the spring-point in the Zodiacal sign of Gemini. That
was the time in which the Mystery Schools of Zarathustra flourished.



Far back into hoary antiquity these Schools flourished and, when
speaking of the appearance of the heavens, they calculated everything
according to the constellation of Gemini, so that if we wanted to draw the
Zodiac in the way we characterised it yesterday, we should have to place
the constellation of Gemini here at the top. Then one would have to draw,
in direct connection with the Zodiac, that which bounds the realm of the
Thrones or Spirits of Will, the boundary of which is Saturn. Then we come
to the boundary limit of the realm of those spiritual Beings whom we call
the Spirits of Wisdom — the utmost boundary being Jupiter. Then we reach
the limit of the realm of the Spirits of Motion of which the limit is Mars. We
have seen that between these lies the battlefield which the fight in Heaven
has left behind. Now if we want to divide the realms of power correctly, we
must draw the boundary line of the Sun. Thus, just as we draw Mars as the
boundary point up to which is the domain ruled by the Mights and Spirits
of Motion, we must draw the Sun itself as marking the



limit to which the Lordship of the Powers or the Spirits of Form extends.
And then we come to the boundary which we designate with the sign of
Venus. The realm of the Spirits of Personality or Archai reaches to Venus.
Next we come to the boundary of the realm, the limit of which is marked
by the sign of Mercury, and is the realm of those Beings, whom we call
Archangels or Fire Spirits. And now we come very near the earth. We can
now designate the realm which has the Moon for a landmark, and here we
draw the earth.

You must look on the earth as the Starting Point surrounded by a region
under the dominion of certain Beings which reaches to the Moon. Then
comes a region extending as far as Mercury, then one extending to Venus,
and then one to the Sun.



You may be astonished at the sequence in which I have placed the
planets. When the earth is here, and the Sun there, you would have
thought that I should draw Mercury in the vicinity of the Sun, and Venus
here. But no! For these Planets have had their names interchanged, in later
Astronomy. That which is called Mercury to-day was called Venus in all
ancient teachings, and that which is called Venus was called Mercury. Thus,
note it well, one does not understand the ancient writings when one takes
that which in them is called Venus or Mercury for the Venus or Mercury of
the present day. That which is said about Venus has to be applied to the
Mercury of to-day, and what is said about Mercury to Venus. For those two
designations were later interchanged. On the occasion when man turned
the world system topsy-turvy, when the earth was deprived of its central
position, the perspective was not only changed, but the designations of
Mercury and Venus were also changed.

Now you will very easily bring into harmony what is drawn here with the
physical or Copernican theory. You need only think: here is ☉, the Sun;
around it turns Venus; further around it circles Mercury. Then the Moon
turns round the earth. Then Jupiter revolves around it, then Saturn. You
must think of the physical movements of each planet revolving round the
Sun; but you can imagine such a position when the earth ♁, so to say,
stands here and the other planets have revolved so, that on their way they
find themselves behind the Sun. Thus if I drew it, it would be so; we draw
our usual physical system, we draw the Sun as the one burning point, and
let Venus, Mercury and the Earth with her Moon revolve round it. These are
Earth, Venus, Mercury, according to the ancient designation. The next
following is Mars, then after the Planetoids comes Jupiter, then Saturn.
Now imagine it so that whilst ♁, the earth stands below, and Mercury and
Venus follow, that then Mars ♂, stands there above, Jupiter ♃, there, and
so on. Now you have the Sun, and Mercury, and the Venus of to-day ♀ ,
here. It is plausible, that if those planets can take all sort of positions
towards each other, they might also have once stood thus. This is how the
Copernican system is drawn, only a point of time is chosen, when the
Earth, Mercury and Venus are on the one side of the Sun, Mars, Jupiter
and Saturn, the other planets, on its other side.

This is what I have drawn, and nothing else. Here are Earth, Mercury,
Venus, on the one side, and on the other side, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. Thus,
we have to do only with a change of perspective. This system is quite
possible but only when this constellation was there. It is a fact that it was
there at a certain epoch, when Gemini was above Saturn. Then one could
observe clairvoyantly with particular exactness the connections between



the regions in which the Spiritual Hierarchies hold sway. It was then
revealed that around the Earth, up to the Moon, was the sphere of the
Angels. In fact when one does not use the physical system as a foundation,
one gets around the earth up to the Moon, the sphere of the Angels, up to
Mercury the sphere of the Archangels, up to Venus that of the Archai or
Spirits of Personality, and lastly up to the Sun is the realm of the Exusiai or
Spirits of Form. Then comes the sphere — as I characterised it yesterday
— of the Virtutes or Mights, then the sphere of the Dominions, and then
that of the Thrones.

When one speaks of the Copernican and of the Ptolemaic systems, one
must have it clear in one's mind that in the Ptolemaic system something
still remains of the constellation of ruling Spirits, and there the Earth must
be taken as the starting point of the perspective. A future will come when
this world system will again be the correct one; because Man will again
know about the Spiritual World. It is to be hoped that men will be then less
fanatical than they are to-day

To day, it is said: ‘Before Copernicus, people all talked nonsense, they all
had a primitive world system. Since Copernicus we at last know what is
right. All else is false, and because the Copernican system is the right one
it will be taught in all ages, even if it were for millions of years.’ This is
more or less the talk of the day. There hardly ever existed such
superstitious folk as are the modern astronomical theorists; and there
hardly ever was such fanaticism as there is in this domain of science. It is
to be hoped that future generations will be more tolerant and that they will
say: ‘From the fifteenth or sixteenth century men ceased to be conscious
of the existence of the spiritual world, and that one must have other
perspectives in the spiritual worlds, that there, one must arrange the
heavenly bodies into a different order than when one observes in a merely
physical way.’ Formerly that was done, but the time came when men
considered the order and regulation of the heavenly bodies only from the
physical point of view. ‘We can do this also,’ will cry the men of the future,
and from the sixteenth century onwards it was quite correct. ‘Men had for
a time to overlook the spiritual world but then people bethought
themselves again and recollected that there was a spiritual world, they
then returned to the original spiritual perspective.’ It is to be hoped that
the men of the future will comprehend that there also was once an
astronomical Mythology, and will not look upon our times with the same
disdain with which the men of the modern superstitions look upon their
forefathers.



We see that the Copernican system became different, simply because
merely physical standpoints were taken into account in relation to it. Before
that, in the Ptolemaic system, there were still remnants of a spiritual point
of view. Only through taking into consideration the other system, can one
form any idea of the rulership and the action of the spiritual Beings within
our solar-planetary-system. We keep to physical conditions when we say:
Up to the Moon the Angels exercise their power, up to Mercury the
Archangels, to Venus the Spirits of Personality, up to the Sun the Powers,
as far as to Mars the Mights. Then come the Beings we call the Dominions,
and here lastly the Thrones. We need only draw in other lines to designate
the physical system, then we have in these lines the limits of the realms of
power of the Hierarchies. As regards spiritual activities it is not our Sun at
all which stands in the centre of the system, but the earth. Therefore, all
the ages which have regarded spiritual development as the most essential
part, have said: Certainly the Sun is a far nobler heavenly body, Beings
have evolved upon it who stand higher than man; but that with which
evolution is concerned is man, who lives upon the earth. And when the Sun
withdrew from the Earth, it did so in order that man should develop in the
right way. If the Sun had remained united to the earth man could never
have been able to progress at the right tempo. This was possible only
because the Sun withdrew along with those Beings who could bear quite
different conditions. It left the earth to itself, so to speak, so that man
might find his tempo for his own development. A world system grows into
this or that according to the point of departure — the perspective chosen.
If one asks, where is the centre of our world system, seeing in it only what
the purely physical senses can observe, then it is found in the Copernican
system. If one asks about the arrangement of our solar system as it
depends on the regions ruled over by the spiritual Hierarchies, we must
place the earth as its centre, we then get other boundary lines; the planets
then become something quite different, they become limits for the region
over which each spiritual Hierarchy holds sway.

And now you will easily be able to see the correspondence between what
has been just said about the spacial distribution of each sphere of
influence, with that which has been said about the task and mission of
each group of Beings.

The Beings who are nearest to the earth, who hold sway in the
immediate surroundings of the earth up to the Moon, are the Angels. From
that region they guide the life of each single Individual as it progresses
from incarnation to incarnation.



But something more is needed in order that whole masses of nations may
be distributed in accordance with their mission upon earth. A little thought
will reveal that co-operation with the cosmos is here necessary. It really
depends on cosmic, not earthly conditions, whether a nation has one sort
of character or another. Only think how a race with different qualities, for
instance in hair and in skin, acts otherwise than another race would do;
here we have the interactions of conditions which must be regulated from
heavenly spaces. This is done from a region whose lordship extends up to
Mercury, to the boundary of the Archangel's sphere of action.

Further, when the whole of humanity as it develops upon earth has to be
guided and led, this has to be effected from still wider heavenly spaces,
from that which extends as far as to Venus by the Archai.

When further, the task of the earth itself has to be led and guided, this
must be done from the centre of the whole system. I have said that our
humanity evolves through Saturn, Sun, Moon, Earth, Jupiter, Venus, and
Vulcan. The Beings of the spiritual Hierarchies, who direct the mission of
humanity carrying it on from one planet to another, are the Powers, the
Spirits of Form. They must dwell in a very special place, they are of such a
nature that their sphere of power reaches up to the Sun. The Sun already
existed as a special, a particular globe alongside the ancient Moon; it is
now near the earth, in the future it will be near Jupiter. Its realm of power
extends beyond the single planets. Therefore the existence of the Sun
must be bound up with those spiritual Beings whose realm of action also
extends beyond the single planets. The Sun is a very special and perfect
globe for this reason, that up to it extends that realm of power which
stretches beyond the single planets.

Thus you see that in reality we do not find the outer spheres or dwelling
places of the Hierarchies so much on the single planets as in the regions
which are limited by the orbits of the planets. If you think of the whole
surrounding space from the earth up to the Moon, it is filled with Angel-
activities; and if you think of the spheres from the earth to Mercury, it is
filled by the activities of the Archangels, and so on.

Thus we have to do with the spheres of space; and the planets are the
landmarks for realms of the spacial activities of the higher Beings. We see
that a continual, progressive line of perfection is to be sought from man
upwards. Man himself is chained to the earth. That eternal part of him



which goes from incarnation to incarnation is guided by Beings who are not
bound only to the earth, but who traverse the surrounding air and that
which lies beyond it up to the Moon. And so on further.

Now, man has been engaged on his evolution upon earth since primeval
times, and his relationship towards his whole evolution upon earth, is
exactly similar to the relationship between the small child and the grown-
up person. The latter teaches the small child. It is the same as regards the
Hierarchies in the cosmos. Man, who is chained to the earth, only gradually
struggles through to the knowledge he needs, to the cleverness which is
necessary to him upon earth. Higher Beings must teach him. What must
happen so that this object can be gained? In the beginnings of the earth's
existence, Beings who were otherwise not bound to the earth, had to come
down from higher spheres. And that really happened. Beings who
otherwise needed only to live in the surroundings of the earth had to come
down so as to communicate to men what they already knew as the older,
more perfect members of the Hierarchies. They had to incarnate into
human bodies, not for their own development, for they did not need it, just
as a grown-up man does not study the A.B.C. for his own progress, but so
as to teach it to these small children. Hence, we look back into old
Atlantean and old Lemurian times, when Beings descended from the
surrounding realms of the earth to which they belonged and incarnated in
human bodies and became the teachers of mankind. These are Beings who
belonged to higher Hierarchies, to Mercury and Venus. The sons of Venus
and of Mercury descended from above and became the teachers of young
humanity, so that these men, wandering in the midst of that young
humanity, really represented Maya or illusion. There have been such men.
Let us suppose, in order to explain it more precisely: some normally
developed man of the Lemurian times met such a man. Externally he did
not appear very different from others, but a spirit had entered into him
whose realm extended as far as Mercury or Venus. Thus, the exterior of
such a man represented in reality Maya, an illusion. He looked like other
men, but he was something quite different: he was a son of Mercury, or of
Venus. In the early dawn of humanity there were such apparitions. The
sons of Mercury or of Venus came down and wandered among men, so
that they now received within them the character of the Beings of Mercury
and Venus. We have said that the Beings of Venus are the Spirits of
Personality. Such Beings walked the earth as men, being outwardly limited
to narrow human personalities, but who with their mighty power guided
humanity. These were the great conditions of lordship in Lemurian times,



when sons of Venus guided the whole of humanity. The sons of Mercury
guided parts of humanity. They were as powerful as those are now whom
we call spirits of nations or of race.

Maya or illusion does not only exist in the world but also as regards men.
A man as he stands before us can have an external appearance which is a
truth, which corresponds precisely to his soul; or else it may be a Maya; he
has in reality a task, which corresponds to the task of the sons of Mercury
or of the sons of Venus. This is what is meant, when it is said, that
fundamentally the great guiding individualities of ancient times as they
walked the earth with their ordinary names, represented a Maya, and that
was what H. P. Blavatsky meant when she pointed out that the Buddhas
represented Maya. You can find this very word in the Secret Doctrine.
These things are derived in every respect from the teachings of the holy
Mysteries: we have only to understand them.

We are now obliged to ask: How does it happen then that such a son of
Venus descends to us? How does it happen that a Bodhisattva can live
upon earth? The Being of a Bodhisattva, the Being of a son of Mercury,
forms an important chapter in the evolution of our earth which has to do
with its connexion to the Cosmos itself. Therefore, to-morrow we shall have
to consider the nature of the sons of Mercury and of Venus, of the
Bodhisattva or Dhyani-buddhas.

∴



Lecture 7

Düsseldorf, April 16, 1909

I should like to make an observation to-day at the beginning of this
lecture in connection with the end of yesterday's lecture. I have seen that
some of our respected listeners have given a certain importance to the fact
— and one can very well understand it — that, in the sketch which I made
each planet stood in a line with the Sun, that a sort of general relationship
had been drawn, but I must expressly observe to you that this has no
importance, and has nothing to do with that which concerns us here. It will
be considered later on. We must not get wrong ideas.

First, we draw the Sun, in accordance with the Copernican system; then,
that which is called Mercury to-day — but which is esoterically called
Venus; then Venus — which is Mercury in the esoteric sense. Then
(according to the Copernican system), comes the earth, with its moon.
Then comes the orbit of Mars, of Jupiter, ending up with the orbit of
Saturn.

This then would be the world system of Copernicus. Now, as I have said,
I should like to put the thing before you as it was taught in a school of
Zarathustra. Zarathustra however was not always himself the teacher;



these are elementary truths which were taught in the Zarathustra schools.
If we suppose that here is the constellation Gemini, we take these points
which simply lie in this line (from x or Gemini, to the Sun), and join the
Sun with the constellation of Gemini, whether there is such a conjunction
or not does not matter. I have drawn this here only to show the orbits of
the planets, not the points where they stand. These are the boundary
marks for the different Hierarchies. Now, if we want, for instance, to
designate the realm of Saturn, we must think of the earth and not the Sun
as the centre, and we must draw a sort of circle — which in reality is not
circular but egg-shaped, so that the earth becomes the centre point. We
must do the same with the other heavenly bodies. I beg you not to take
the things of secondary importance in this drawing for the chief thing. The
chief thing consists in getting into your minds the figures, which agree with
the corresponding realms of power, of the Hierarchies.

To-day we shall consider more in detail the nature of those members of
the Hierarchies, standing immediately above man. It is good to study this
and to begin for once with man. For only if we have quite clearly in our
minds all that has been repeatedly said about the nature of man and of his
developments, can we rise to the consideration of the nature of the
members of the higher Hierarchies.

We know that man, as he first appeared upon earth, and as he has
developed, consists essentially of four parts. These four members are the
physical, the etheric, the astral body and the ‘I.’ We will draw these
schematically to-day, as we have need. First we draw the human physical
body as a circle, the same with the etheric body, the astral and lastly the ‘I’
or Ego as a small circle. You know how the development of man proceeds.
During the course of his earthly evolution man begins to work on his astral
body, with his Ego.



Generally speaking we may say: as much of his astral body as man has
developed by the help of his ‘I’, so that this refashioned part of his astral
body is completely ruled by the ‘I’, so much of it is called Manas or Spirit
self, this — as has been often said — must not be looked upon as
something new that has entered man, but simply as a transformed product
of the astral body. It must be carefully noted that all that has just been
said applies to man only. It is important that we should not generalise, but
make it clear to ourselves that the Beings of the universe differ very much
from each other. Let us then draw the fifth part of man the transformed
astral body, that is to say Manas, as a separate circle: in reality it ought to
have been drawn inside the astral body. In the same way we must draw
above it the transformed etheric body. The transformed part of the etheric
body, we designate Budhi or life spirit: when the whole of it is transformed
it becomes completely Budhi. In the same way the physical body is
transformed into Atma, when we consider man in his perfected state,
which he will attain in the course of his development through Jupiter,



Venus and Vulcan. Thus when man will have reached his highest perfection
in the Vulcan condition, we might make a schematic drawing of him in the
following way: we could say that we have here his Atma, Budhi, Manas,
the ‘I’ or Ego, the astral body, the etheric and the physical body. And we
would see in Diagram I that the most characteristic thing we have to
observe in man is, that with his seven principles he is an entire being, that
these seven principles are all within each other. This is the most important
thing.

When we now turn to the members of the next Hierarchy, the Angels, the
case is different. This scheme applies to man, but not to the angels.

Here, in Diagram II, we must say that the Angel has developed physical
body (1) etheric (2) and astral body (3). But now the Ego (4) must be
drawn as separated from these, then come Manas (5) Budhi (6) and Atma
(7). If you want to be clear about the nature of an Angel you must think



that his higher parts to which he seeks to develop himself float above that
part of him which is in the physical world; at first he has really only Manas
completely developed, the other two parts he will develop later. If one
wanted therefore to study the nature of an Angel one would have to say
that the Angel has not an Ego which dwells on earth as the man has. Nor
is he developing his Manas present stage of evolution upon earth.
Therefore, that which there is of him upon earth, does not look as if it
belonged to a spiritual Being. When you meet a man and you look at him,
you see he has his principles in him, therefore all his parts are organised
within him. If you want to look for an Angel, you must keep in mind that
his physical part is something like a mirrored reflection of his spiritual
principles, which are to be found only in the spiritual world. In flowing and
running water, in mists dissolving into water, also in the winds and the
lightning flashing through the air, in all these, you have to look for the
physical body of Angelic beings. The difficulty for man consists in his fixed
idea that a physical body must necessarily have a definite outline. It is
difficult for a man to say to himself: I see fog rising, I see a stream of
water dissolving into spray, I stand in the blowing wind, I see lightning dart
from the clouds, and I know that all these are revelations of Angels; behind
this physical body, which is by no means so limited as the human one I
have to recognise the spirit. Man has to develop all his principles enclosed
within him; because of this he cannot realise that a physical body can be
so liquid and evanescent that it does not even have to be enclosed or
outlined with precision. You must realise that eighty Angels may be
associated with and have the most solid part of their physical body in some
one sheet of water. The physical body of an Angel need not be understood
as having any boundary; one piece of water may belong to it here, and far
away another piece. In short, all that surrounds us as the water, fire, and
air of the earth, we have to imagine as containing the bodies of the
Hierarchy which stands next above man. One has to look clairvoyantly into
the astral world in order to perceive the Angel's Ego and his Manas that
gazes down on us from the higher world.

The realm of the solar system which we must investigate when we seek
the Angels, is that whose limits are marked by the Moon. With the Angels,
investigation is still comparatively easy, for their condition is such, that if
for instance, we have an Angel's physical body in a piece of water or the
like, and we consider that water or that wind clairvoyantly, we find within it
an etheric or astral body. Hence, in the drawing these three are
represented together. Of course, we must not only see the material image
in the rushing wind, the flowing or broken water, which common



perception sees; the etheric and astral parts of the Angels live in the most
varied way in water, air, and fire. But if you want to look for the spiritual
being, the soul of the Angel, you must seek it in the astral realm, you must
seek it clairvoyantly.

The next stage, that of the Archangels, is again different. That which we
have drawn here as the astral body is, in the case of the Archangels, not at
all united with the etheric and physical bodies. The lowest part of them
which we can find, we must draw like this: physical body, etheric body
(Diagram III – 1,2); this they have separated off, and all the higher
principles are above in the higher worlds, so that we can only have a
complete image of the Archangel when we look for it in two places, and
realise, that it is not the same as with man who unites all in one being. The
spiritual part is above, and at the same time it mirrors itself below. A
physical and etheric body can only unite when the physical consists of air
or fire. For instance you could not perceive the physical bodies of these



Archangels rushing along in the water; you could recognise them only in air
and in fire, and you would have to find clairvoyantly, and only in the
spiritual world, the spiritual counter-part of that rushing wind and that fire.
This is joined neither to his physical, nor to his etheric body.

And then we come to those Beings whom we designate as Archai,
Primeval Beginnings or Spirits of Personality. Here below, we can draw only
the physical body (Diagram IV); all the rest is above in the spiritual world.
Such a physical Body can live only in fire; only in flames of fire can you
recognise the physical body of the Archai. Whenever you see the flashing
fire of the lightning you may say to yourselves: in it is contained something
of the Archai; but in the spiritual world above I shall find the spiritual
counter-part which, in this case is separated from its physical body.

It is specially in the Archai or Spirits or Personality that the clairvoyant
can accomplish this with comparative ease.

These Spirits of Personality have a realm which reaches up to the
astronomical Venus (Mercury in the occult sense of the Mysteries). Let us
imagine that someone has progressed so far that he is able to observe
what is evolving up there on Venus. (Occult Mercury). There he can
recognise these highly evolved Beings, the Spirits of Personality. When he
directs his clairvoyant vision to Venus so as there to observe the assembly
of the spirits of Personality, and then sees the lightning flash through the
clouds, he sees in that flash of lightning the reflection of the Spirits of
Personality, for in it they have their physical body.



Now we come to yet higher spiritual Beings, to those who reach up to the
Sun. These Powers, these Exusiai, or Spirits of Form interest us less at the
present time; only it must be kept in view that the beings of Venus and of
Mercury are their organs of execution, the beings of Venus who have their
physical body in fire, and those of Mercury who have it in air. Translate this
so that you say: the Beings who live in the Sun make use of the spirits of
Venus (occult Mercury) in the fire flames, and the spirits of Mercury (occult
Venus) in the rushing wind as their executive. ‘And God makes flames of
fire into his servants and winds into his messengers.’ Sayings such as these
found in ancient religious documents are taken absolutely from spiritual
facts, and correspond with what the clairvoyant is able to observe.

Thus we see that the three hierarchies who stand next above us are
closely attached to our own existence. Man is the being he is, because he
has partaken of solidity from the earth. This separates him from other
Beings, it makes him into a self-contained being composed of separate



organs. On the Moon, man was still a being like others; there he passed
through transformations, just as the masses of water do which have a
body that is ever in a state of transformation. On the earth man was for
the first time imprisoned, as it were, within his skin; and became a self-
contained being, so that it is possible to say, man is composed of a
physical, etheric, astral body and an Ego. This isolation really originated
not so very long ago. If we return to the first epoch of old Atlantean times,
we find a man who did not yet feel his Ego completely within him, who was
still waiting to receive his Ego. And if we go still further back in earthly
evolution we find that what there is of man down on earth consists as yet
only of a physical, etheric and astral body. And if we go back to Lemurian
times, we find a man who in his way has no more of a physical, etheric and
astral body down here upon earth than the Angels have. From this point of
time, with the growth of the Ego the union begins, and continues through
post-Atlantean times. In Lemurian times men walked the earth who had
only a physical, and etheric and an astral body. But these were not men
who could think, in the sense of to-day, or who could develop humanly —
in the sense of to-day.

And now something very remarkable happened upon earth. Those men of
Lemuria who had only physical, etheric and astral bodies were helpless,
they could not help themselves, they did not know what they had to do on
earth. From heavenly regions the inhabitants of astronomical Venus first
came down to the earth, to these helpless beings; because they had a
certain relationship, to the physical body, they were enabled to send their
light through, and ensoul the physical body of the first inhabitants of the
earth. Thus, we find some among the Lemurians, who passed among the
mass of humanity in quite a remarkable way; they had a different physical
body to the others. A man, so particularly graced, had not an ordinary
physical body, but a body ensouled by a spirit of Venus, a Spirit of
Personality. Because that man of ancient Lemuria moved about with a spirit
of Venus within his physical body, he had a powerful influence on all his
surroundings. Such Lemurians did not appear different from their
companions externally; but because a Spirit of Personality was translated
into their bodies, these selected individuals acted suggestively, in the
highest sense of the word, upon their surroundings. To-day, there is
nothing to compare to the obedience, the reverence and awe that was felt
for them. All the attempts at colonisation which were undertaken, to
people the different regions of the earth, were led by such Beings, into
whom a Spirit of Personality had descended. No speech was needed — for
there was no speech then — no signs were needed, but the fact alone that



such a Spirit of Personality was there, sufficed. And when it was held
necessary that large masses of people should be led from one place to
another, those masses simply followed without thinking about it. Thought
did not exist, it only developed later.

Thus the Spirits of Personality came down to earth, as Spirits of Venus, in
ancient Lemurian times. And we can say, that the distinctive features of
these messengers from Venus — such as the human countenances of that
time could wear — signified something quite new with regard to the whole
Universe. If we take their cosmic significance, it reaches as far as Venus,
and their actions had a meaning, an influence on the whole concatinations
of the Solar System. They could lead the people from one place to another,
for they knew the connections that can only be known by those, who are
acquainted with the surroundings of the earth, and not only with the Earth
itself.

The development of humanity progressed further. The necessity arose
that Archangels, spirits of astronomical Mercury, should act upon the
human development. These were now obliged to ensoul and give life to
that which dwelt below upon earth. This was principally in Atlantean times.
At that time the Archangels, or Spirits of Mercury descended upon earth,
and inspired the physical and etheric bodies of the men of that period. So
in Atlantis there were also men who were not outwardly very different from
the others, but whose physical and etheric bodies were ensouled by an
archangel. And if you remember what was said yesterday, that the
Archangels have the task of directing whole nations, you will understand
that a man who had an Archangel within him could actually give to the
whole Atlantean race those laws which he received directly from heaven.
The great leaders of old Lemurian times, when it was still necessary to act
much more generally, were ensouled by Spirits from Venus. Those who, in
Atlantean times had to direct smaller masses of people, were ensouled by
Archangels. Those who are called the priest-kings of Atlantis, were in truth
— Maya. They were not at all what they outwardly appeared to be. An
Archangel lived in their physical and etheric bodies, he was the real active
agent..

If we go back to Atlantean times, we can seek out the secret stations of
these leaders of mankind. From these hidden centres they worked, there
they investigated the mysteries of Space One might ascribe the name of
‘Oracle’ to what was investigated, and commanded from those ancient
Atlantean places of the Mysteries, even though this word originated in later



times. The name ‘Place of the Oracles’ is quite suitable to these centres of
instruction, and government. From them the great teachers worked, so
that others might there be trained to become priests and servants of men.

It is important that one should know that there were men in ancient
Atlantis who in reality were Archangels, bearing an Archangel incarnated
within their physical and etheric bodies. If such a man had been seen by
someone endowed with clairvoyance, the latter would in fact have seen a
physical man and behind him an enormous figure, rising high above him,
and losing itself in indefinite regions — the figure of the inspiring
Archangel. Such a personality was of a two-fold nature, as if behind the
physical man, growing out of indefinite Space, was the inspiring Archangel.
When such men died, the physical body was destroyed according to the
laws of Atlantis. That physical body, which had been naturally ensouled by
the Archangel, dissolved, but the etheric body did not dissolve. There is a
spiritual economy which demands exceptions to the general truths
expounded by Anthroposophy. We say — and in general it is correct — that
when a man dies, he lays aside his physical body and after a certain time
also his etheric body, which dissolves with the exception of an extract. But
this is only generally the case. There is an enormous difference between an
etheric body like that of the Initiates of the Atlantean Oracles, which was
permeated by an Archangel, and an ordinary etheric body. Such a precious
etheric body is not lost, but is preserved in the spiritual world. In the first
place, the great leader of the Atlantean Oracles preserved the seven most
important etheric bodies of the seven great initiators of these Oracles.
These ether bodies were originally built up through being inhabited by
Archangels, who, at their death, naturally returned to the higher worlds.
Such things are certainly not preserved in boxes, but according to spiritual
laws. The Atlantean Initiate of the Sun-Oracle is no other than Manu, who
has been often mentioned, and who guided the remnant of the Atlantean
nation over to Asia to establish the new post-Atlantean civilisation. He took
his little handful of people with him and led them over to Asia. He trained
the people through generations, and when the seven most adaptable ones
had been bred and educated sufficiently, he wove into their individual
etheric bodies the substance of the seven preserved etheric bodies, which
had been woven by Archangels in ancient Atlantis. Those seven, who were
sent down by the great Leader, to lay the foundation of the first Post-
Atlantean civilisation, were the seven holy Rishis of ancient India; they
bore within their etheric garment, the etheric bodies of the great Atlantean
Leaders, who had themselves acquired these bodies through the
Archangels. Thus the past, the present, and the future acted in harmony.



Those seven men who are called the holy Rishis would have appeared to
you as simple people, for with their astral body and their Ego, they had not
reached the height of their etheric bodies.

All that they were capable of was interwoven with their etheric bodies.
There were certain hours during which inspiration acted within their etheric
bodies, and then they spoke of things which they themselves could never
have known. Then from their lips flowed that which had been inspired into
their etheric bodies. Thus they were simple, plain people when they were
left to their own understanding; but in their hours of inspiration, when the
etheric body was active, they spoke of the greatest mysteries of our solar
system and of the whole universe.

In the post-Atlantean times men had not yet advanced so far that they
could do without help from above, inspiration was still necessary; and a
sort of ensouling still took place from above. We have seen how such
ensouling occurred in Lemurian times, because a spirit of Personality
ensouled the physical. body; in the Atlantean times the physical and the
etheric bodies were ensouled by Archangels, and now the great leaders of
the post-Atlantean times were ensouled through an Angel descending into
their physical, etheric and astral bodies. The great leaders of humanity in
the post-Atlantean times did not possess merely a physical, etheric and
astral body, but an Angel also lived within them. Therefore, these great
leaders could look back into their former incarnations. The ordinary man
cannot do so as yet, because he has not yet developed. his Manas; he
must himself first become an Angel. These leaders, who were born out of
the ordinary inhabitants, carried an Angelic Being within their physical,
etheric and astral bodies, who ensouled and, interpenetrated them. This is
again Maya, again we have Beings who are something different from what
they appear to be on earth. The great leaders of humanity of grey antiquity
were quite different from what they outwardly seemed to be. They were
personalities in whom an Angel dwelt and gave what they needed, so that
they might become Teachers and Leaders of men. The great founders of
religions were men possessed by Angels. Angels spoke through them. The
affairs of the world have to be described indeed as entirely regular, but the
processes of development always slide one within the other, they overlap.
That which we describe as exhibiting complete regularity does not work
itself out with such regularity. It is certainly true that, as a general
principle, Spirits of Personality did speak through human entities in the
Lemurian times, Archangels in the Atlantean, and Angels in the post-
Atlantean times. But such beings arose, also even in the post Atlantean
times, who were penetrated by a Spirit of Personality down to their



physical body, who, therefore, were in the same position, although they
lived in the post Atlantean times, as were those beings through whom in
Lemuria the Spirits of Personality spoke. Thus it was possible to have men
also in the post-Atlantean times, who bore externally all the characteristics
of their nation, but who, because humanity still needed such great leaders,
carried within them a Spirit of Personality — and who were the external
incarnation of such a Spirit. Then there were also men in the post
Atlantean times who had an Archangel, a Spirit of Mercury, within them,
who ensouled their physical and etheric bodies. And lastly, a third category
of men was ensouled, inspired in their physical, etheric and astral bodies
by an Angel Being, one through whom an Angel spoke. In the spirit of the
Eastern Teaching such personalities received particular names. Thus a
personality who outwardly resembles a man of our post-Atlantean times,
but who really is the bearer of a Spirit of Personality, who is ensouled by
that Spirit down to his physical body, is called Dhyani-Buddha in the
Eastern Teaching. Dhyani-Buddha is a generic name for human
individualities in whom the Spirits of Personality are active, even as far as
their physical body.

Those personalities who are ensouled down to their etheric body, who
were bearers of Archangels in the post-Atlantean times, are called Bodhi-
Sattva And those who are the bearers of an Angel, who are, therefore,
ensouled in their physical, etheric and astral bodies, are called human
Buddhas

Thus we have three degrees: that of the Dhyani-Buddha, the Bodhi-
Sattva and the human Buddha. This is the true teaching of the Buddhas, of
the classes and categories of Buddhas, which we have to recognise in
connexion with the whole manner and means by which the Hierarchies
fulfil their ends. This is the marvel which meets us, when we look back to
earlier undeveloped men, that among these men we find those, through
whom the Hierarchies speak The great Hierarchies speak out of the
Cosmos downwards into the Planets, and only by degrees do these Spirits
of the higher Hierarchies, who were active before the appearance of our
earth, emancipate the planetary men who live down here, when they have
reached the necessary degree of ripeness. Here we gaze into unfathomable
depths of wisdom. And what is of extraordinary importance is, that we
understand this wisdom exactly as it was taught in all the ages, when
primeval wisdom was taught to men.



Thus, when you hear of the Buddhas, for they do not speak of the one
Buddha only in the Eastern teaching, but of many, among whom there are
naturally different grades of perfection — give attention to the fact: a
Buddha walks on earth, but behind the Buddha, was the Bodhi-Sattva and
even the Dhyani-Buddha.

Matters, however, might be so, that the Dhyani-Buddha or the Bodhi-
Sattva did not reach so far as to ensoul the physical body, but that the
Bodhi-Sattva descended only as far as to be able to ensoul the etheric
body, so that you can imagine a Being who does not reach so far as to
ensoul and inspire the mans physical body, but only the etheric body. It
can, however, happen when such a Bodhi-Sattva is not physically visible
(for when he appears only in an etheric body he is not physically visible,
and there were such Bodhi-Sattva who were physically invisible) that he
can, as a higher Being, inspire quite exceptionally the human Buddha. So
that we have the human Buddha, who is already inspired by an Angelic
Being, being further inspired in his etheric body by an Archangel Being. It
is essential that we should look into this wonderful complexity of the
human nature. Many Individualities to whom we look back into former
times can only be understood, when we accept them as the meeting point
of different higher Beings, who proclaim and express themselves through
the man. For, in truth, many periods do not possess a sufficient number of
great men to be inspired by the Spirits who have to be active. Thus
sometimes one single personality has to be ensouled by different
individualities of the higher Hierarchies. And sometimes it is not only the
inhabitants of Mercury who speak with us, when we have a certain
personality standing before us, but the inhabitants of Venus also.

Such ideas lead us to the understanding of human evolution, so that we
may recognise the true nature of those personalities who, when met as
physical men, represent merely Maya. To-morrow we shall begin by trying
to comprehend the origin of each individual planet, which up to now we
have considered only as boundary marks, and then we shall gain an idea of
them as the dwelling-places of the corresponding spiritual Beings.

Editorial Notes

A Spirit of Personality enters the Physical and the entity is called a Dyani-
Buddha in Post-Atlantis.



An Archangel enters the Physical and Etheric and the entity is called a
Bodhi-Sattva in Post-Atlantis.

An Angel enters the Physical, Etheric and Astral and the entity is called a
human Buddha in Post-Atlantis

But there are different degrees of each, and it is possible for a being to
be inspired by all three Spiritual Beings. The student should avoid making
hard and fast rules. There is much overlapping and also some departure
from diagrams.

∴



Lecture 8

Düsseldorf, April 17, 1909

To-day we have reached a point in our description of the higher Beings
and their relations to our world and solar system, which, to the men of the
present day who have received their ideas about the world from ordinary
popular science, would seem the most impossible of all; for we shall have
to touch on things of which the modern scientist can have no idea. This is
naturally not the result of any feeing of opposition; but if one is firmly
grounded in Occultism one can survey from this standpoint the facts of
modern science. In what has been said in these lectures you will nowhere
find anything which contradicts the facts of modern science, but naturally
the harmony is not always easy to establish. But if you have the patience
to follow it all, you will gradually see how all the separate facts combine to
form one stupendous and harmonious whole.

Much that has been mentioned in these lectures has been also
demonstrated from different standpoints, in lectures held in Stuttgart, and
in Leipzig; and if you take those lectures and compare them superficially
with each other, you may indeed find some contradiction between this or
that expression. This happens only because it is my task to speak in these
lectures not of speculative theories, but about the facts of clairvoyant
consciousness, and because facts appear in a different way when they are
considered from one side or from another. To use a comparison — a tree
you are painting from one side will appear different when you paint it from
the other side, yet it will still be the same tree. It is the same with
descriptions of spiritual facts, when the light is turned on them from
different sides. Certainly, if one starts with one or two ideas only, and
builds a whole system upon them, it is easy to form an abstract system;
but we are working from below upwards, and the unity of the whole will
first be revealed in the crown. With each statement you must reflect in
what sense, and in what direction it has been made.

When it is said, for instance, in a popular work, that the air and gas on
Jupiter are as thick as tar or honey, and that from the point of view of
spiritual science this is a grotesque idea — the turn of phrase which I used
was intended to convey its grotesqueness — one can from the standpoint
of the science of the present day certainly answer: do you not know that



modern physics can produce air of such thick condition that it will be as
thick as tar or honey? Certainly, this is a self-understood fact in science;
but this is not the point, for these studies do not move along these lines.
That which science calls air can certainly be thickened to that extent; but
for the observations of spiritual science it is nothing more nor less than
that other fact, that water can be made to become as hard as a stone — to
become ice. Ice is certainly water, but the point is whether one considers
the things in their living functions or in the lifeless, inanimate sense of
modern science. It is self-understood that ice is water; but if someone who
is accustomed to have his mill turned by water throughout the whole year
was advised to move it by the means of ice, what would he say? Thus, we
have not to do with the abstract idea that ice is water, but what we have to
do is to comprehend the universe in its activity. Here quite different
standpoints have to govern as to what one entertains in the abstract about
purely material metamorphoses in relation to density. Just as one cannot
move a mill by means of ice, one also cannot inhale air which is as thick as
honey. This is what we have to consider in the study of spiritual science.
For we do not look on the world globes in the way they are considered to-
day as lumps of matter of different sizes moving about out there in
universal space; and in which the modern astronomical ‘mythology’ sees
only material globes. We consider them in their living soul and spirit
existence, in other words, we consider them in their completeness. Thus in
this completeness we have to consider that which we call, in the spiritual
scientific sense, the origin of each single globe.

As an example of the origin of a heavenly body, we shall choose that
ancient Saturn from which, we know, our evolution started. I have already
told you that ancient Saturn was, fundamentally speaking, as large as the
whole of our solar system. We must imagine ancient Saturn not merely as
a material globe, for we know that it had nothing as yet of the three
conditions of matter which are called to-day solid, liquid and gaseous, but
that it consisted only of warmth or fire. And now let us imagine that this
primeval globe of warmth is the circle a, b, c, d.

You remember that we said: when the Saturn globe had evolved to the
Sun globe, there distinctly appear encircling it, those Beings, who form the
Animal circle or Zodiac, but I indicated at the time, that, even though they
did not surround it so compactly as they did in the Sun existence, that they
were already there on ancient Saturn. Thus, around ancient Saturn we
must think of the Thrones, Cherubim and Seraphim wielding their power,
and they are to us, in the spiritual sense, the Zodiacal circle. Thus the line
A-B-C-D represents for us the Zodiacal circle, in a spiritual sense.



You will ask how this agrees with the modern definition of the Zodiac. We
shall see that it agrees with it completely. But you must represent it to
yourselves as follows. Imagine that you could place yourself on some
definite spot of that ancient Saturn globe. If you now lift your hand and
point upwards

with your finger, over that place is the region of certain Thrones,
Cherubim and Seraphim. If you move on, and point to some other place, it
will be another region of other Thrones, Cherubim and Seraphim; for these
three groups of Beings form a circle around the ancient Saturn. Suppose
that you wanted to indicate the direction in which certain Thrones,
Cherubim and Seraphim are to be found. They are not all alike; but each
one is very distinctly different from the other, they are all individualised, so
that one indicates different Beings when one points with the finger to
different places. And to be able to indicate the right Thrones, Cherubim,
Seraphim, one marks the spot by a certain constellation of stars. This is
then a mark or sign. In this direction one would say are the Thrones,
Cherubim, Seraphim, called Gemini, in another those called Leo, and so on.



These are signs to show the direction in which certain Beings are. We must
consider those separate constellations as such signs. They are something
more, but we must first be clear, that when we speak of the ‘animal circle’
or Zodiac, we have to do with spiritual Beings

The Thrones were the first to exercise their activity upon that fire
formation which was ancient Saturn. The Thrones had progressed so far in
their development, that they could let their own substance stream out.
They let their warmth substance percolate, as it were, into that Saturn
mass. Through this, those forms originated around it which we have called,
somewhat grotesquely, eggs — but they really had that shape.

You may now ask: How is it really with that substance? Did warm sub-
stance exist from the beginning? What was there already, we can only
describe as a kind of neutral universal fire, which is, fundamentally
speaking, one with universal space, so that I might as well say: formerly
there was only the space which had been separated off, and then on to its
surface percolated that which can be called the warmth substance of
ancient Saturn. In the moment when this warmth substance was infused
into Saturn, the Beings with which we are concerned, came into action on
both sides. We have shown that, in the interior of Saturn, we find the
Exusiai, or Powers, or Spirits of Form; the Dynamis or Spirits of Motion or
Mights; and the Dominions or Spirits of Wisdom. These are active in the
interior; from outside, the Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones are active;
and the result is a conjoint action of the Beings inside, and outside Saturn.
It was said in an earlier lecture that we can distinguish the inner soul's fire,
which is felt as an inner comfortable warmth, from the outwardly
perceptible fire. This neutral warmth is really within the Egg forms.
Opposed to it we find the soul warmth, spread around it, radiating into it
from outside, but as if holding itself back. It is as if the soul's warmth
radiated from outside, but held itself back from the neutral fire within. The
really perceptible warmth is pushed back from within. So that the egg of
warmth which is drawn in Diagram I is really shut in between two currents;
an external (x) stream of soul-warmth, and a stream of inner (y) warmth,
which could be perceived by external senses. Only that which is in the
interior, is warmth, physically perceptible. And now through the action of
the inner and outer warmth, each of these Saturn eggs begins to rotate.
Each of them circles round, and comes in turn under the influence of each
of the Thrones, Cherubim, and Seraphim, which are out in space. And now
something very strange happens.



Each egg in its wanderings, comes back to the point where it was first
formed. When it reaches this point it remains stationary, it cannot go any
further. Each egg has been formed on some definite spot, then wanders
round the circle and is stopped when it returns to the place where it has
been created.

The production of those eggs of warmth lasts, however, only up to a
certain time; it then ceases and no more eggs are formed. Now when all
those eggs are stopped at a certain place, they fall over each other. When
they have covered each other up, they form, so to speak, one single egg.
Thus on the point where the eggs were originally created, they come to
rest. And, naturally, from the moment when no new ones are formed any
more, they all meet and in the end, cover each other. Thus a globe is
formed. This globe is naturally formed only by degrees. It is the densest
part of the fire substance, and that which in a narrower sense is now called
Saturn, (for it stands on the spot where the Saturn of to-day is). And as in
a certain sense everything is a reflection, the whole process has been
repeated in the origin of our own earth. Even the Saturn of to-day
originated in such a way that it was actually stopped at a certain place —
not exactly at the spot where the ancient Saturn was stopped, because for
certain reasons things always shift a little, but the process of formation of
the present day Saturn is the same. Thus a small Saturn-globe is born from
the large all-embracing one, through the joint action of the universal
powers who belong to the Hierarchies.

Now let us consider that point at which all those globes came to a stand-
still on primeval Saturn. About this the sages of primeval wisdom taught
the following: On ancient Saturn the first foundation of the human physical
body was formed. That first foundation was really formed of warmth, but in
that body of warmth were already contained the germs of all the future
organs. At the point where the first movements which had been produced
were brought to a stop, was formed the germ of that organ of the human
body which, when its movements were one adjusted, later changed the
whole mechanism of the human body from rest to movement — this is the
heart. Here, from the first stimulation to movement, arose the beginning of
the heart; but this could only originate because at that same point the
movement was brought to a standstill. Through this, the heart is that
organ by which, when it ceases to beat, the whole physical body and its
functions are brought to rest.



Each member of the human body was given a distinct name in ancient
speech. The heart was called the Lion within the body. Primeval wisdom
said: to which direction of the Zodiac must one point, if one wishes to
indicate the region out of which were laid the first foundations of the
human heart? They pointed upwards, and named the Thrones, Cherubim
and Seraphim who acted from the region of Leo (Lion). Man received the
first outline of his physical body projected from out [of] universal space,
and the region of his body, which he was accustomed to call inwardly, Leo,
was also called the region of Leo out in the Zodiac Thus are these things
connected.

Thus also have all the other foundations or germs of the human organs
been formed by the Animal Circle or Zodiac. The heart was formed by Leo
the Lion. Near the heart, the cage of the ribs, which is necessary for the
protection of the heart, was called the breastplate. In the beginning a
region had naturally to be formed before the inclusion of the heart.
Another name for the breastplate arose, which was taken from an animal
who had received such a breastplate from nature — Cancer, the Crab; that
which is out in space is really called ‘breastplate,’ a protection which the
Crab has from nature, hence that region was called ‘the Crab.’ It lies on
one side of the Lion. The other regions of the Zodiac were named
according to the same principle. In fact, it is man projected outwards into
universal space who has given these designations to the Zodiacal circle.
But it is not always so easy to discover the original intention, in the
transformed names, as for example, with the Crab. The name has not
always been transmitted in a direct line, so that one has to return to the
original sense if the meaning is to be made clear.

We shall pass over the disappearance or dissolving of Saturn; we shall
now describe how its evolution progressed after it had passed through the
Pralaya. After the Saturn formation had dissolved, a new evolution, or new
formation, began. What first took place was exactly the same as that which
had formerly taken place on Saturn. When the whole formation of Saturn
had been repeated in this way, a second formation began, after the centre
had been reached. We are now advancing towards that stage of
development which we generally designate as that of the primeval Sun.
Just as, formerly, the Thrones sacrificed themselves, so now, another grade
of the Hierarchies are making the sacrifice, namely, those Beings whom we
call Spirits of Wisdom. The Thrones are Beings of greater power; they
could let their own physical substance stream from them, their warmth
substance. They could pour out the substance of Saturn from their own
bodies — as has been described. The spirits of Wisdom were only able to



give an etheric body, which is not so dense. Man already had the
foundation of the physical body; the Spirits of Wisdom gave him now his
etheric body. This happened, as it were, in a second circle. I shall now
draw this in Diagram III. This represents the original size of the ancient
Sun. It has shrunk in comparison to the former larger circumference.
Because it has shrunk it has grown denser; inside the Sun there is not only
warmth-substance, but also condensed warmth-substance, gaseous-air
substance. Now, from the surrounding circumference, along with the
previously mentioned Beings, the Spirits of Wisdom are working upon the
Sun: together and within the globe of the Sun the Spirits of Form, and the
Spirits of Motion are carrying on their activity. The following now happens,
which is similar to what happened on Saturn. Certain currents are created
by the surrounding spirits — the Spirits of Wisdom and the Thrones. These
currents are somewhat denser than those which were produced by the
Thrones alone. Inside, the mass contracts, and a ball of mist is now
compressed between those two streams.



This globe is different from the Saturn globe, because in reality Saturn
with all its beings consisted only of warmth, but this globe is now
interpenetrated by ether, by a body of ether. Although it is as dense as gas,
it is interpenetrated by an ether-like body. Therefore, the whole of this
globe is alive; it is a Being inwardly alive. Whilst Saturn was a being which
was in motion inwardly, which was full of mobility, until its motion was
brought to a standstill by the Lion, Jupiter, (one can also call it Jupiter, for
the planet seen in the heavens as Jupiter is a reproduction of that which
was formed at that time as part of the Sun) Jupiter is inwardly living. Such
was the ancient Sun. The balls which now begin to circle round it, are
living balls, living creatures.

Now, instead of the Lion, imagine another region of the Zodiac where
those balls were originally stimulated and called into being; I called this
region that of the Eagle. In this region occurred the first stimulation into
life of the Sun-globe, of that living being within cosmic space. Now, when
this living globe had once completed its circle and returned to its starting
point, to the region of the Eagle, something else comes into operation.
Whilst the globe had first begun to be inwardly alive at this point, when it
reaches the same point again it is killed through the same influence which
originally called it to life. One ball after another was killed. When they all
had been killed, and no new ones were produced, the life of the ancient
Sun also came to an end. Its life consisted in the production of new balls,
which, after circling round, covered each other at the point they started
from and were killed by forces entering from universal spaces.

This ‘sting of death,’ which the life of the ancient Sun received from
universal space, was felt as the sting of the scorpion. Therefore that region
where they were killed is called the ‘region of the Scorpion.’ At this point
the constellation can be seen which rouses dead matter to life: the Eagle
and also that wherein work the forces which kill: the constellation of the
Scorpion

We can therefore say: in the region of the Lion are those forces of the
Zodiac, which brought the original life of the germinal physical human body
to rest; in the region of the Scorpion are these forces which had the power
to kill life as such. We shall get to know the correspondence to modern
conditions, which are differently constituted, but this can only be explained
gradually. A thick veil or Maya has been drawn over the original conditions.



Let us proceed. We need not describe the next conditions so much in
detail, for the meaning of these designations and the whole procedure has
now grown clearer. But one thing must yet be recalled to your mind which
is the following.

When you consider Saturn, you would be quite mistaken if you imagined
it to be a globe such as could be compared with any other world's globe,
with Jupiter or Mars, for instance. What is there is nothing more than a
space of warmth. And you can see it in the way you do only because you
are looking at it through an illuminated space of light. Just think, how
would a thing that is unilluminated appear if you looked at it through a
space full of light? It would appear bluish to you. You can observe this with
common candle-light; it looks blue in the middle and around it there is a
kind of radiance. I say this, being conscious that I run the danger of
appearing to be talking nonsense in the opinion of the whole school of
mechanical optics of modern times. But it is a fact. Modern physics does
not know why the whole space of heaven appears blue. It seems blue,
because in reality it is dark, is black, and is seen through illuminated space.
All that is dark, seen through light, appears blue. Therefore, Saturn seems
a blue globe when you look at it. All that has been said agrees completely
with the facts of science, but not with the fanciful theories which are
imagined. It would lead us too far if I explained to you why the ring
formations of Saturn also arise because of this, because with each Saturn
we have to do with a neutral space of warmth, a stratum of soul's warmth,
and with one of physically cognisable warmth. Thus the illusion arises,
when one observes those different strata through illuminated space; it is as
if one saw a globe of gas with a sort of ring of dust around it; it is but an
optical delusion, for Saturn is to-day but a body made of the substance of
warmth.

These things can naturally only be said, when speaking to
Anthroposophists, elsewhere they would be incomprehensible. Each Saturn
must be regarded. as a being consisting of warmth substance, and
everything connected with it is to be explained from that standpoint. Each
Jupiter, which is nothing else than a Solar stage of development, is a form
consisting of gas and warmth. So it is with the Jupiter of to-day which is a
repetition of the former Jupiter, the ancient Sun. Certainly the conditions of
space and motion do somewhat change. For the Jupiter of to-day is not on
the same spot as the former one was, but essentially it is the same.



Now we go further and must explain Mars in the same way. We must
explain it as a large globe cooled down to the density of waters, and we
must also see in it a point, where a ball of compressed water has formed,
and become differentiated from the surrounding much thinner water. It is
formed by the same process, as Jupiter, all the single balls of water which
are produced on its circumference are at a certain point again brought to a
standstill. Just as the movement is hindered on Saturn by the Lion, on
Jupiter or the Sun by the Scorpion, which brings death, so on Mars these
balls of water are also stopped; only the details are a little different on
Mars. The Mars of to-day is a repetition of the ancient Moon. It stands on
the same place to which the boundary of the ancient Moon extended. It is
the other part of the ancient Moon; one part is our own Moon, which is but
a shell; but the living part of it, which represents its other pole is Mars.
When speaking of Mars as the third condition of our planetary
development, this condition corresponds to that of the ancient Moon. Mars
was essentially a body of water. On Mars, or the ancient Moon — call it as
you will — the astral body was organised into man, so that he received his
first consciousness. The body of that man consisted of the moon substance
or moon-water. Just as the body of the man of to-day is formed out of the
substance of the Earth, so was the body of the man of that day formed of
fire, air, and water. According to the densest substance in him, you might
have called that man the water-man. He became this especially, because
the astral body was infused into him. He was not yet a man with an Ego,
but a man with astral endowments. This entrance of the astral took place
because, at a certain place, the stimulus was again given. Then what was
on the circumference moved round and returned to the place where it had
started from. This was the region of the Zodiac which is designated as the
Waterman. So that you have to see in the Waterman that sign of the
Zodiac which gave consciousness to man on the ancient Moon or ancient
Mars after he had circled once around its circumference..

And now we pass on to the earth, this is the fourth evolutionary
condition. The first three are a repetition one of the other; a Saturn is
formed, then a Sun is formed, and leaves behind it a Jupiter; a Moon is
formed, and leaves behind it a Mars; and last the earth appears, and all
those things I have described; the departure from it of the Sun, and of that
dross-like part which is our present Moon. You know that the first
foundation for the Ego was prepared in old Lemuria, when the present
Moon separated from the earth. This was only possible because once again
from the surrounding circumference the impulse to rotation was given.
Then, that which had received the stimulus, after having rotated once, was



ripe to receive the earliest beginnings of the Ego germ. This happened in
Lemurian times, and we here point to that part of the Zodiac which is
called the Bull, the reason for this being, that man, during the time these
names were given, had very concrete and very clear feelings. This name
originated in the Mystery teachings of Egypt and Chaldea. It is there that
the origin of this designation is to be found, and it is only in real Occultism
that the consciousness of the true significance of the Word exists at the
present day. The first stirring of ‘I am’ finds expression in speech, in tone;
but all tone-formation is related in a certain way which cannot be touched
on here, but which every Occultist knows, and which may be explained
some time in more intimate lectures; all tone formation has a very definite
relation to the processes of propagation, which you can perceive in the fact
that the voice of the male changes when sex maturity is reached. There is
here a hidden correspondence. All that is associated with these faculties
and processes of the human being, was comprised, for ancient
consciousness, in the bull nature of man. And. the name given to that
particular constellation has its origin in the fact that it has now the same
importance for the earth which Lion had for Saturn, Scorpion for the Sun,
and Waterman for the Moon. With the Egyptian age, came the third post-
Atlantean period of civilisation. The first was the old Indian, the second the
old Persian, the third the Egyptian. These periods of civilisation are the
corresponding repetitions — as we have often repeated — of the whole
processes of development of the earth. The Lemurian epoch was the third
epoch of the earth. Therefore Egyptian Occultism repeats in a spiritual
reflection the essential parts of the occurrences of Lemurian times. That
which happened in Lemurian tunes was best known by the Egyptian
mystery priests, for it is reflected in the special features of the Egyptian
civilisation. Therefore the culture of Egypt was closely related to the
constellation of the Bull, and to the cult of the Bull generally.

Thus you see, that it is not all so easy to indicate the real events which
happened during the origin of our heavenly bodies, and all connected with
them. For how do celestial bodies originate? Our Saturn, our Jupiter, our
Mars have in fact originated thus, that at first spheres were formed on
them. One after the other of these is killed, and when nothing more is
called into life, all the spherical forms, which previously constituted the
shells, finally mass together into a body, and this becomes the visible
Planet. In fact, any such celestial body as Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, originated
thus, that at first a kind of shell was formed. This shell, through the
agglomeration of the special forms, was condensed to that formation which
then is revealed visibly in space. You have here no mechanical process



taken from the dreary Kant-Laplace theory about the world's creation, but
you have the living origins of those formations springing from the spiritual
interaction of the Hierarchies, as we see them to-day in the heavenly
bodies, in Saturn, Jupiter and Mars.

∴



Lecture 9

Düsseldorf, April 18, 1909, Morning

It is only natural that after such an exposition as that of yesterday,
numerous questions should arise, and that with regard to representation of
such universal all-embracing truths about the Cosmos, heard for the first
time, some things should remain incomprehensible. I beg you always to
remember that — I have already said that here things explained are not
the result of any speculation, or of any sort of artificial scheme, but are
derived from real facts, which are called the facts of the Akashic Record;
and it is only later that these facts can be gathered together into a sort of
system. But one question which may arise in many minds must be
answered to-day: the question as to the planets which have accomplished
their task. In a certain way we traced yesterday the origin of the life of a
planet up to its end, up to the time when it became a separate, visible,
planet. Now someone might affirm that some of these planets we see in
the heavens did not originate from the time described yesterday, or are not
now coming into being. We must clearly realise that a new epoch begins
for a planet when it has reached that point which we described yesterday.
Let us suppose we wished to follow the origin of a planet, not as it was
with ancient Saturn when it alone was there, but as it was when the
formation of our Earth took place. Ancient Saturn was then formed again,
as a repetition; so that after the evolution of ancient Saturn, when ancient
Sun and ancient Moon were all three finished, the evolution of the earth
first began in the form of a huge warmth or fire-body, on which was
repeated all that had happened during the ancient Saturn evolution. Then
came a time when, under the influence of the Zodiacal region called the
Lion, the single planet Saturn (that which we call Saturn to-day) detached
itself from that mighty self-revolving globe of fire, thus reaching its highest
point. It was in this manner that the single planet Saturn originated.

Now, you must not picture to yourselves that the pacifying influence of
the Lion brought the forward motion of Saturn to an end when that point
of time was reached. No, only the inner movements which existed formerly
were then stopped. Saturn had grown into a being which drew into it all
that was formerly distributed in the circumference, and united it all within
itself. All this happened though the influence of the Lion; but the large
globe, from which this Saturn was detached, contracted, and became a



smaller globe. Whilst this whole globe contracted inwardly and after the
influence (from the Lion) had been able to work and the inward motions
been brought to rest, Saturn retained to a certain degree the movement
which it had originally received. Formerly Saturn used its own impulse for
its movements; for it was necessary for it to continue the movement; to
move on further as by a swimming motion. When that globe had
withdrawn, it continued to move by itself, although the inward motion was
stopped. And that self-movement, after it had received the first impulse, is
the movement according to which Saturn is revolving to-day.

It happened in a similar way with Jupiter. For what had just been
described happened when the earth began its formation. Then
differentiation in the globe took place when it began to contract, inwardly.
Then also occurred the killing of the single globes under the constellation
of the Scorpion. They crowded on top of one another. Through this began
for each their own inner life. After Jupiter, as a mighty living being, had
been, so to speak, killed; there began within him the life of the single
being belonging to him, and the whole globe having contracted, now
moved on, after having found by this means the impulse for movement
within itself.

That which we have been considering to-day as the movements of
Saturn, of Jupiter, etc. was a result, a consequence, which arose after the
formative process. — which I described yesterday — had come to an end.

Another difficulty seems to have arisen because I said that the second
planet which detached itself from our earth in the course of its evolution
was Jupiter, the third Mars, whereas the sequence in time which I
described was that the Saturn development came first, then the Sun
development, and then the Moon's. But, this is completely justified; for,
with the planets of the present day, we have to do with what took place as
a repetition, during the fourth evolution of the earth. When the first Saturn
was formed, Saturn was there alone; during the Sun development (the
second globe), the conditions were such that we have to speak of a Sun.
But when after the Saturn development, the Sun developments continued,
the whole process of Saturn came to an end with the Sun, so that when we
look backwards at those first planetary developments of our earth, the
ancient Saturn, Sun and Moon, we must realise that they were finished
with once and for all. But when we speak of the Earth's development it is
not so. Saturn first arises, then, by way of repetition — the Sun; but
everything progresses further inwardly, it is not yet finished. Jupiter is left
behind as a relic of the repetition of the Sun-development. Then the earth



is a repetition of the Moon development, which — if we regard the whole
of evolution — was then at an end. But as regards earthly evolution the
Moon is not finished. Mars remains behind after this repetition.

Thus we see, that the planets of the present day which are visible to us
in the heavens must be thought of as having originated during the time
which we call the fourth period of the evolution of the earth. These are the
things over which we must ponder. It is impossible to touch on everything,
when one speaks of the whole world.

In speaking of Saturn, I spoke of a globe of fire or of a large fiery egg,
and then of a revolving motion. And it was in fact originally a sort of ball or
egg. Whilst that globe, which corresponds to the very first Saturn
condition, is revolving, the following is gradually formed; it acquires a sort
of girdle, which does not surround the whole egg, but which is there as a
sort of broad band. And within that belt these single forms collect which
are being formed all around.



(Diagram.) This belt formation is a general Cosmic law. This law — which
rests on an accumulation in the form of an equator or belt — you can see
exemplified in the Cosmos, as far as your sight can reach, in the Milky Way,
which owes its existence to that law. When you look at the Milky Way,
stretching like an external belt around the heavens, with the stars shining
sparsely in between, you must think of its being the result of that law
which causes things to draw together into a belt as soon as a rotatory
process begins. Our world system, as we have it, has really the form of a
bean; it is not round, as is usually accepted, and the belt is drawn around
as a distant equator.

You must also think of such a belt when a planet originates.

If — trivially speaking — one took an egg desiring to make a diagram on
it of these various conditions, one would have first to paint such a belt
around it, with red if you like. One would not paint the whole egg red, but
only just a belt. Along this belt assemble those bodies which were selected
to form later a heavenly body. One would have to draw on it a point where
all these were gathered together.

Thus you see that the configuration and the distribution of the stars as
we see them in space, is a result of the action of the spiritual Beings or
Hierarchies. For when we speak of the contraction of large masses, we
must realise that this does not happen of itself, but that it is brought about
by the action of those Beings of the higher Hierarchies which we have
described. And when we take a general view of all that has been described,
we may say: When ancient Saturn was in formation, when all that mighty
mass of fire out of which all our solar system has arisen organised itself
into ancient Saturn, the Spirits of Personality were passing through their
human stage of existence; during the Sun formation the Archangels or
Spirits of Fire were passing through their human stage; during the Moon
evolution the Angels, and on the earth Man, is passing through his human
existence. But it must be realised that this Man had also taken part in all
that happened before. What is called the physical body to-day had its first
foundations during the very earliest Saturn formation. That physical body
was not as yet interpenetrated by an etheric body, or by an astral body;
but it was already so organised that after passing through all the
transformations it experienced later, it could become the bearer of the
spiritual earth-man of to-day. Very slowly and gradually was this physical
body organised during the ancient Saturn evolution, and, whilst ancient
Saturn itself was being formed, the different signs of the Zodiac slowly
revolved, and the human body member by member, took on its earliest



form. When Saturn stood under the sign of the Lion the beginning of the
heart was formed; the ribs or the thoracic cage were started while Saturn
was under the sign of the Crab; the foundation of the symmetrical shape of
man, that is the reason for his being symmetrically built on two sides,
arose while Saturn was under the constellation of Gemini. Thus we follow
piece by piece the formation of the human body, and when we look up to
that part of the Zodiac, where Aries the Ram is, we can say: The upper
part of our head originated when ancient Saturn stood under the sign of
Aries; the foundation of our organ of speech, when Saturn stood under the
sign of the Bull. And when you think of man distributed thus, you can see
in the Zodiacal circle the creative forces for each of the human organs.

This was represented pictorially in the old Mysteries, and the Zodiac was
drawn as you see it here on the ceiling of this hall. By chance — but there
is no such thing as chance — we have met in a hall which is adorned above
by the signs of the Zodiac. Formerly the Zodiac was not designed by
depicting the animal form corresponding to each sign, but the different
human members were drawn in the corresponding region of the heavens:
for instance, for Aries a head; further on, for the Bull, the region of the
throat; that which most of all expresses symmetry — the arms, for Gemini;
the thoracic cage, for the Crab; the heart, for the Lion; and thus they came
to the lower parts of the legs, for the Waterman; and to the feet, for
Pisces. Think of such a Zodiacal circle as a man designed out there in the
Cosmos, then you have that which corresponds to the powers of the
Thrones, Cherubim and Seraphim who created the first beginnings of the
physical human body. This is the great Cosmic Man, the Man who is found
in all the World Myths, and all the national legends or sagas, out of whom
single individuals of the earth are composed in the most varied forms.
Think of the giant YMIR who is spread out in the great Cosmos;
microcosmic man is formed out of this giant. Up above is the macrocosmic
man who is a Creator, who, out there, comprises all that man has within
him. Profound truth lies in the depths of such representations, truth which
comes to light more or less imperfectly, according to the degrees of the
clairvoyant power of the nations. It also shines through that wisdom which
finds its outward expression in the old Testament. It shines in that wisdom
which, as the old Hebrew mystery-teaching, leads back to that Mystery
teaching which was the foundation of the Old Testament — to Adam
Cadmon of the Kabbala. The macrocosmic Man is none other than the one
we have now designed in the Cosmos; only we must form our conceptions
of him in the right way.



What I have now explained to you, and which culminated in the teaching
of the macrocosmic man, is a teaching which in fact includes the deepest
cosmic mysteries, and which in the future will gradually flow into the
general education of humanity at large.

To-day we are still far from understanding this teaching; and if anyone
who is merely a scientist had listened to these lectures, he would have
surely held this audience for something other than an intelligent company
of people. We are very far from understanding these things to-day. But we
are now at the beginning of an epoch, when the facts which are discovered
in accordance with the fantastic theories of modern science, will compel
men to seek these truths of the great primeval wisdom. The mystery for
instance, of the process of conception, about which people speculate so
erroneously to-day, will never be known until the teaching of the
macrocosmic man regarding that same process is understood. Precisely
that into which true Mystery enters, and as a real Mystery eludes the
instruments of modern research, will receive illumination to the minutest
detail. For how small, in relation to the Cosmos, is the cell wherein
fructification takes place! The mysteries of the great Cosmos will alone
solve that which takes place in the smallest cells; nothing else can solve
the problems they contain. The investigations of external science in relation
to this problem are not without use, they have a certain merit, but they are
childish in comparison with the great mystery which is contained there, and
which will only be solved when people realise that the answer to the
happenings in a centre is to be found in the great circumference. Hence, all
teachers of the Mysteries said: If you want to understand the centre,
investigate the circumference, for it contains the key.

When you remember that each world globe retains its movement, after it
has, so to speak, come to a conclusion, when it is complete; you will also
understand what must be called the Karma of each of these globes.

From the moment when each of these planets has come of itself to an
end, the beings which belong to it have to take part in its dissolution, in its
disappearance from all connection with the world. Thus if we follow up the
ancient Saturn evolution, we have an advancing process up to the fusion of
the whole globe of warmth; or you might consider it a descending one for
it is a process of condensation. In the moment when Saturn begins to
revolve — we are speaking of the first Saturn development — the Saturn
globe is completed, all the conditions are accomplished with which it is
concerned. The spirits who are assigned to it have to consider at this
moment of its dissolution, what has been built up during its formation, and



that is Karma. This cannot be escaped; things have to be dissolved again in
the same way in which they were put together. The Karma of the first half
of evolution, fulfills itself in the second half. The formation of worlds is the
preparation of Karma; the passing away of worlds, in the broadest sense of
the word, is nothing else than pain under the action of Karma, and again
the wiping out of that same Karma. As in big things, so it is also in small
things, with every planet. For each planet mirrors faithfully the conditions
of the great world. You can see the same process in a nation. Think of a
nation rising in its youth, full of strength, of activity, of energy; think of this
nation as producing epoch after epoch the most varied elements of
civilisation and of culture. This has all to reach its highest point; but whilst
all this is accumulating, the Karma of the nation is also accumulating. Just
as Karma accrued during the Saturn development, and we have to take
into consideration what had been brought about, so Karma accrues to a
nation during the time its civilisation is being built up. This Karma is at its
highest point, at its strongest, when the nation has given birth to all the
primeval, elemental forces.

Now we have seen that guiding Beings are everywhere. We have seen
with the earth, how the higher spiritual Beings — Angels, Archangels,
Archai — descended, and at a time when humanity could not as yet help
itself, they guided it until it reached a certain height. These are the spiritual
beings of the Hierarchies who had reached their maturity in earlier times;
but when this height is reached, when those Beings who had descended
from the heights reach their goal, then other Beings have to become the
leaders and guides of the said nations. When nations have to rise in a
certain way still higher than their highest point, leading personalities have
to give themselves up of their own free will to become the bearers of
higher spiritual Beings; only then does it become possible to lead the
nation a few stages beyond that which was originally planned for it. But in
such cases one thing must happen; those who descend into the beings
who have to lead the nation to a still higher point of civilisation, must take
upon themselves all the Karma which the nation has been accumulating.
This is the important law as regards taking upon oneself the Karma of
nations and of races. From a definite point of time the guiding personalities
have themselves to bear all the Karma of those nations and races. That
was the essential reason that such individualities as Hermes, for instance,
had to take upon them — their nations Karma, which had accumulated up
to then. On each planet, such things are the reflected images of great
Cosmic processes.



But we have reflected images which go further still. We have seen that
the Thrones became Thrones, only because from created beings they
themselves became Creators, that they were enabled to pass from a
condition of taking to one of giving. The Thrones had once upon a time
passed through their development in other world systems, and had
progressed so far that they were able to let their own Substance stream
out from them.

It is a higher grade of development to be able to give, to bring sacrifices,
than merely to store up for oneself all that the Cosmos gives. This is again
mirrored in human life. What is this human development? Look backwards
in spirit to the Atlantean and Lemurian times, and then look forwards! Man
receives the physical body, the etheric and astral bodies and the Ego, and
then again the Ego works back on the other members, transforming the
astral body, the etheric and physical bodies, into Manas, Budhi, and Atma,
into Spirit self, spirit-Life and Spirit-man. Primeval wisdom has always
taught that man transforms his astral body in such a way that this astral
body consists at first partly of Manas and partly of the old astrality, but that
later it becomes completely transformed, completely penetrated by the
work and action of the Ego. Let us take a man who has not yet reached
that grade of development when the astral body is completely penetrated
by the work of the Ego; almost all men, with very few exceptions, are in
that condition. That which man has already transformed goes with him
through all eternity; that which he has not yet changed in which his Ego
has had no part, must leave him, as a sort of astral shell, after he has
passed through Kama-Loka; that shell dissolves in the astral world, not
without its having brought about considerable mischief if as an astral body,
it had bad desires and evil passions. Thus we can say that the
development of man consists in. his leaving always less and less behind
him in the astral world. Let us follow the process; the man dies. Soon after
death the etheric body is dissolved; and the extract of it remains. The man
passes through. Kama-Loka, and the untransformed shell detaches itself;
that which has been re-worked goes with man through all eternity, it is
brought back into each new incarnation. The more perfect the man is, the
less there will be of those remnants left in the astral world; till at last he
will have progressed so far that he leaves nothing of his astral body in
Kama-Loka, so far — that he can injure no living being on earth through
the remnants he leaves in Kama-Loka. Such. a man has then the possibility
of seeing into spiritual worlds. For it is not possible to reach this condition
without having reached a certain degree of clairvoyance in the Astral. The
whole astral body has then been spiritualised, it has become Spirit-Self,



and the whole of it is taken with him by the man to the spiritual world.
Formerly that which was bad was left behind, now the whole astral body
can be taken with him into all futurity. And in the moment when the astral
body is so far advanced that it is completely transformed, in that moment
the whole of this new astral shape is impressed upon the etheric body, so
that the etheric body becomes a counterpart of the astral body. The etheric
body does not need to be as yet quite transformed, but that is impressed
upon it which has been refashioned in the astral body. You see, that we
have here described a particularly exalted being, one who is eminently far
advanced, because he has developed the whole of the Spirit-self. This
Being is called Nirmana-Kaya in Eastern Science; for his astral body, his
astral Kaya, has reached the stage when it leaves no remnants in the astral
world.

Let us now go further. Man can always develop further and further; at
last he influences or transforms his etheric body, then his physical body.
What happens when the etheric and the physical body are transformed so
that they are ruled by the man? When the etheric body is thus changed,
when man has not only ‘Spirit Self’ in the astral body, but Budhi or ‘Life
Spirit’ has also been gradually developed in his etheric body, and when this
Life-Spirit or Budhi impresses itself upon the physical body — then yet a
further stage of development is reached.

Man then reaches the point when his etheric body also leaves nothing
behind it, so that he retains this etheric body in the same shape through all
time, the etheric body in which he has formed the Life-Spirit or Budhi.

Through such transmutations man becomes more and more ruler over his
astral and his etheric bodies. Such control enables him also to direct in a
certain way his astral and etheric bodies. One who has not yet brought his
astral body under the rule of his Ego must certainly wait until he has come
thus far; but the man who already is lord of his astral and etheric bodies,
has them at his free disposal. He can say: ‘Because with my “I,” I have
passed through so many incarnations which have taught me to transform
my astral and etheric bodies, I am now enabled, when I have to return to
earth again, to form for myself out of astral and etheric substances, an
astral and an etheric body which will be equally perfect.’ He is also enabled
to sacrifice his own astral and etheric bodies, to pass them on to others.
You now see, that there are individualities who, because they have become
rulers of their astral and etheric bodies, are able to sacrifice these bodies,
because they have learnt how to build them. If they wish to return to earth
again, they will themselves form them anew out of the existing material.



The perfection to which they have attained, they pass on to other
personalities who have to perform certain tasks in the world. Thus
personalities of later days have woven into them, organised into them, the
astral and etheric bodies of these who lived in times of yore. You see that
when this happens the personality of olden times did not only influence the
time in which he lived, but that his influence works on also into the future.

Thus, for instance, Zarathustra who was capable of governing his astral
body, and who later passed it over to Hermes, could say to himself: ‘I live,
but in the future I will not only work as I do now, as a person in the outer
world, but, I will penetrate the astral body of the Egyptian Hermes, he in
whom the Egyptian epoch of civilisation has its beginning.’ Such a
personality has a body, a Kaya, which does not only operate in the place
and time when it lives, but which acts into the future, and gives law unto
the future. Law for the future is called Dharma. Such a body is called
Dharmakaya. These are names, expressions which one often meets with in
Eastern science. You have here the true explanation as it is always given in
primeval wisdom.

Now if we look back at the many things which have passed before our
minds during these days, our souls might well put the question: What is
that, which, up to now, we have really called man? Man is a name given to
a certain stage of development. We have found that the Spirits of
Personality were men on Saturn; that even the Thrones must have been
men once upon a time; we have learnt that man progresses further, and
rises to higher Beings; we have learnt to know the first stages of the
ascent in the Angels, Archangels, etc.; we have learnt to know in them
Beings, who are sacrificing something; we have seen the beginning of the
sacrifice which is found at its highest point in the Thrones. The first gleam
of creative activity we have seen in those who are the leaders of nations
and races, who know how to influence their own bodies in such a way that
they can let some of their influence stream out. As the Thrones let their
essence flow out, so in another way the Nirmana-Kayas let their own
bodies flow out into the future, for the sake of future individualities, who
could not have reached such a far point in their evolution, if they had not
received embodied into them, what the former Beings gave out for them.

Thus we build up our idea of evolution from the point when it begins, up
to the time when one can give out, can create. The idea of the creator
rises before our spiritual sight, and we say to ourselves, each separate
being develops from the creature to the creator. The Archangels developed
to the human stage on ancient Sun, the Spirits of Personality on ancient



Saturn, the Angels on the ancient Moon, we men, upon the earth; and so it
will continue always, in all times, Beings will be developing into men. Does
all that continue endlessly? Is it really only a succession of circles, in which
is repeated on the Sun that which previously took place on Saturn, only
that a number of beings are added to the former ones with each circle? Is
it really all, that out of originally helpless creatures beings should ever be
developing into those who can sacrifice themselves? This is not at all the
case! But the great question arises: Is the humanity which was
experienced on Saturn by the Spirits of Personality, the humanity
experienced on the Sun by the Archangels, and that experienced by the
Angels on Mars, are these all the same kind of humanity as that which we
are now experiencing upon earth? When we consider the nature of the
Angels, for instance, do we see in them the image of what we shall be in
our next Jupiter epoch? Do we see in the spirits of fire only the image of
those beings we shall ourselves be in Venus? Can it really be said with
reason that, in reaching to higher stages in the evolution of the world, and
rising even into the Hierarchies, we shall develop only into Beings which
exist already? Has our path of evolution been trod already by others?
These are the great questions which each of you may ask who has let
these lectures act impartially upon his soul. Have we only to do with a
humanity which is externally repeated in the same way, so that we are now
as the Spirits of Personality were on the Saturn, the Fire Spirits or
Archangels on the Sun, the Angels on the Moon? For us this might be
important, but for the higher Gods it would only be a multiplication of their
own creations, and they would not have achieved any special progress. But
there is another question: Will men, just because they have become men
upon the earth, be enabled some day, perhaps, to develop into beings
capable of something of which the Angels are incapable, something of
which also the Archangels and the Spirits of Personality are incapable? Has
the whole of Creation learnt something through having produced men after
the Archangels, and after the Angels? Has Creation made progress through
that? Is it possible that man, because he was fitted to descend deeper, will,
therefore, have gained the possibility, the right, to rise still higher? We ask
ourselves this as a sort of consequential question. The remainder of our
considerations must be dedicated to this question: What is the whole
significance and importance of man in the Cosmos and his relation to the
Hierarchies? What will Man become in the succeeding stages of the
Hierarchies?

∴





Lecture 10

Düsseldorf, April 18, 1909, Evening

Apart from the question put at the end of yesterday's lecture, it would be
within the scope of this course of lectures to explain much more; but it is
impossible to exhaust in ten lectures all there is to be said about our
worlds. Therefore, I beg you to allow me to make yet a few observations
before I touch on our question, especially as these observations are
connected with it.

The first observation I have to make is difficult, perhaps even almost
impossible of comprehension by the consciousness of the present day; but
it is good to know that something of the sort exists. It is the question: in
what way do these planetary formations really disappear again? It is clear
to you how development spiritually proceeds: Beings arise to higher
stages, and whilst they are rising they have to forsake the old place of
habitation which afforded them for a time the possibility for developing
certain capacities which they otherwise could not have achieved. When, in
the course of evolution, that time approached which we call the Lemurian,
man had reached so far in his general development that he had already
repeated all that there was to be gained out of the Saturn, Sun and Moon
evolutions. He now appeared on the dwelling-place destined for our earth-
evolution, which had only just been formed. He developed through the
Lemurian and Atlantean times on into our times, and he will continue to
develop on into the future as we know — from one incarnation to the
other. But after a certain time that human being will have to leave the
earth, to forsake it, because it will not have anything more to give him, and
will afford him no more possibilities of development. Now you might
perhaps imagine that our earth would become a sort of deserted rubbish-
heap when man had left it; you might compare it to a town which had
been deserted by its entire population. You know what such a town looks
like after a short time; it gradually turns into a mound of earth. We get an
adequate idea of this in seeing towns which have been given over to
nature. But it will not be so in the future of the earth. The following
consideration will give you an idea of what that future will be like: what
does such a genius, for instance, as Leonardo da Vinci or Raphael, signify
for the earthly development of men? What importance for the earth's
development, have those wonderful works of Michelangelo or Raphael



which are still to-day enjoyed by thousands and thousands of people?
Perhaps some of you have felt a certain sadness looking at the ‘Last
Supper’ by Leonardo da Vinci, when you have asked yourselves, standing
in front of that wonderful work in Milan, how long it would still last? For
one must not forget that Goethe, in his first journey to Italy, still saw that
work of art in all its beauty and freshness as we cannot see it any more.
But, from the time of Goethe's youth to our time, this work of art has so
far perished as regards the external, material world, that it calls forth in us
feelings of sadness.* For people who will live as late after us as we are
now after Goethe, that picture will not exist any more. So it is with
everything men create upon earth, with everything which is incarnated into
physical matter upon earth. In reality it is so also with the earth itself, and
with the creations of human thought. Put yourselves now in thought into
that time when the spiritualised men will have risen into higher spheres.
Thoughts in the sense of to-day — I do not mean scientific thoughts, for
these will entirely lose their importance in three or four hundred years —
but thoughts of men in general, as they come forth from a human mind,
have naturally no importance for the higher worlds, but have it only for the
earth. But when man shall have left the earth, what will have happened to
all his past creations on earth, through all the hundreds and thousands of
years that are past?

The evolution of the individual is naturally the thing to be first spiritually
considered. Leonardo da Vinci has risen higher through what he has
achieved; that is his ascent. But we ask ourselves whether the great
thoughts, the great impulses, which great men have imprinted on the
substance of the earth, do not have any importance for the future of the
Earth? Will the future break and grind the Earth into dust, and will all that
man has made out of the earth disappear together with its existence? You
admire the Cathedral of Cologne! † In a comparatively short time there will
certainly not be one stone of it lying on the other; but the fact that man
once expressed his thoughts in stone in this cathedral, will that have no
significance for the whole earth? We are now disregarding that which man
takes with him away from the earth, we are considering the earth itself. We
see that, in fact, a planet grows always smaller in the course of its
development. It contracts. That is the destiny of the substance of planets;
but it is not all, that is only something which the physical eye and physical
instruments can observe in the planets. There is a further development of
the material substance — beyond that point.



Let us now consider this further development of matter, and with this I
am touching on what I said will perhaps be impossible for you to
understand with the comprehension of the present day. It is a fact that the
earth is continually contracting, hence matter tends towards the centre
from all sides. And now I say — be it understood consciously, not only fully
conscious of the law of the conservation of force, but also fully conscious
of facts known to every occultist — I say: Matter draws together more and
more towards a centre, and the strange thing is that in that centre matter
disappears.

Imagine that you have a piece of something which contracts more and
more towards its centre. In its centre it disappears. It does not get pushed
over to its other side, it absolutely disappears into nothing in its own
central point! So that you can imagine to yourselves that, as the material
parts contract towards the centre, the whole of the earth will some day
disappear in that central point. But this is not all: in the same measure in
which it disappears in the central point, it reappears again in the
circumference. Out there in space it is coming back again. At one point in
space matter disappears and emerges again at another. Out there it is
coming forth anew. The substance disappears in one place and from
outside it returns again. But it returns in such a way that it brings back
with it all that the beings who have worked on the planets have imprinted
on its substance; naturally not in its present form, but in a form which this
transformation has given to it. In this way you see the Cathedral of
Cologne returning from the other side, its material particles having
disappeared in the centre. Nothing, absolutely nothing, of that which has
been accomplished on a planet is ever lost, it all comes back again from
the other side.

That which happened in the beginnings of our evolution, before the
Saturn development, we must place outside, beyond the Zodiac. Primeval
wisdom called it the Crystal Heaven, and in that crystal heaven were
deposed all the deeds of the Beings of a former evolution. They formed, so
to speak, the foundation on which the new Beings began to create.

As we said before, all this is extremely difficult for the modern mind to
understand, because it is in the habit of considering matter only, and
because it is not in the habit of conceiving that outside of three
dimensional space matter can disappear and re-appear at another place
after it has passed through other dimensions. You cannot grasp this so
long as your ideas remain in the space of three dimensions; for this goes



beyond the three dimensions. Therefore, it cannot be seen until it returns
again from the other side into the space of three dimensions. In the
meantime, it is in other dimensions.

It is a thing which we have to grasp; for the conditions of our world's
origin have manifold connections, and something which is to be found in
some one place may often have a complicated connection with something
else which is in quite a different place outside three dimensional space.

We have said that our planetary formation began with the ancient Saturn,
and it really did begin then. It then advanced to Jupiter. When the whole
creation of Jupiter began, all the Beings in the surrounding space also took
part in it as you know. But just as all the Beings who are active within the
whole expanse of our planetary system are developing further, so also are
the Beings outside our system, those who are sending in their influence
from surrounding spaces. As some of the surrounding Beings withdrew, so
did also some of the Beings who were outside in universal spaces; some of
these also withdrew; and as Jupiter contracted, something was also
withdrawn by the Beings who retired, something which had nothing to do
with our evolution at all, but which along with the withdrawing Beings
formed first Uranus, and then Neptune during the Mars development. The
names of Uranus and Neptune were, of course, not chosen to suit the
subjects in the way the Ancients chose names; although in the name
Uranus some meaning still is left; it was given when people still had some
feeling for the meaning of names; therefore, all that lies outside our circle
was generically called Uranus.

Thus we see that the two planets which our astronomers of the present
day consider as having the same significance as the other planets stand on
a totally different footing, and fundamentally speaking have nothing to do
with the creation of our world; they represent those worlds which have
come into existence because Beings who, during the Saturn period, still
had something to do with us, have withdrawn and have found their places
of habitation outside our world. We shall gather other facts from this, for
instance, that those planets have retrograding moons, and so on.

Thus we have sketched the origin of our solar system and have asked
ourselves: What position has man towards those Beings of the higher
Hierarchies who, fundamentally speaking, were his human forefathers? We
can begin with the highest, the Seraphim, the Cherubim, the Thrones, and
in describing them, get a good idea of man. If we could rise beyond the
Seraphim, we should get into the realm of the Divine Trinity. What is it then



that the Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones have in particular, that is different
from all the other beings in the world? They have what is called ‘the direct
sight of GOD.’ That which man has to seek for slowly and gradually,
throughout his development, is theirs from the beginning of all time. We
men say, that we must start from our modern standpoint to acquire ever
greater powers of knowledge, of will, etc.; thus we shall rise ever nearer
and nearer to the Godhead, Divinity will become ever more present to us.
We say to ourselves: We are developing upwards, towards something
which is still veiled from us, towards the Godhead. This is the difference
between the Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones and men, that since the
beginning of our development these highest Beings have enjoyed the direct
sight of the Godhead, have been in the near presence of the Divine Trinity.
That whereunto men have to evolve has been theirs from the very
beginning.

Thus it is immensely important for us to know that these Beings came
into existence seeing God; that as they live, so also they are in the sight of
God.

All they do, all they achieve, they do through the vision they have of God,
God does it through them. They could not do otherwise, it would be
impossible for them to act otherwise than they do; for the sight of God has
such power, such an influence upon them, that with a direct certainty, with
immediate impulse they put into action, all that they receive from the
Godhead. Anything like deliberation, judgment, consideration, does not
exist in the sphere of those Beings. For them, there only exists the sight of
the commands of the Godhead, the reception of the immediate impulse to
put into action that which they have seen. And they also behold the
Godhead in its original true form, they see the Godhead as it is. But they
only see themselves as those who fulfil the will and the wisdom of God.
These are the conditions of the highest Hierarchies.

When we descend to the next Hierarchy, to those Beings whom we call
the Spirits of Wisdom, of Motion, and of Form, we have to say that they
have not such direct vision of the Godhead, they do not see God in His
immediate aspect as He is, but in His revelations in the way He — if I may
express it so — reveals Himself through His countenance. Certainly it is
unmistakable for them that it is the Godhead, they feel the immediate
impulse to follow the revelations of the Godhead, just as with the
Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones. The impulse is not so strong, but it still is a
direct one. It would be impossible for the Seraphim, Cherubim, and
Thrones to say that they would not put into action that which they see



prescribed for them, so to speak, by the Godhead; that would be
unthinkable because of their nearness to the Godhead. But it would also be
in a certain way quite impossible for those Spirits of Wisdom, of Motion,
and of Form to undertake that which the Godhead Itself did not want them
to undertake.

Therefore, if development was to progress, something quite particular
had to come into action. We now touch on a point which is always difficult
for men to understand, even for those who have advanced to a certain
degree of the Mystery-Wisdom. In the ancient Mysteries they tried to make
it comprehensible in the following way: At a certain stage of initiation into
the ancient Mysteries, the neophyte was led by hostile powers, who had a
cruel and horrible appearance, and who also enacted cruel and horrible
deeds in the sight of the neophyte. Those who performed these deeds
were no other than masked priests, masked sages. To bring about the
necessary temptations and ordeals, Priests had to disguise themselves in
devilish shapes, as terrible beings who performed the most terrific and the
most abominable deeds which the mind of man could ever imagine. What
did this mean? To show to the neophyte how far development could err
from the right path, the priest himself, under the guise of the evil-doer, had
to represent that evil before his eyes. He had to have the illusion that evil
itself stood before him, and only when the evil was unmasked did he see
the truth; then the illusion was taken away, and he knew he had had to do
with a trial. To make him strong, to arm him against evil, it was
represented to him in its most terrific aspect, represented by the wise
Priests themselves who certainly did not err in truth. It was only a
reflection of that which had really taken place within the Cosmic
development.

In the time between the Jupiter and the Mars development — if I dare
express myself in trivial words — a number of Beings from the sphere of
the Mights or Spirits of Motion were detached; they were placed in such a
manner within the course of evolution that, instead of helping it onwards,
they had to put hindrance in its way. Thus the deeds of — if I may coin the
word — ‘adversely-commanded’ Mights were thrown athwart the course of
evolution. For the ruling world-powers of the Hierarchies said to
themselves: ‘Never could that arise which has to arise if the way were
always smooth. Greater things must take place.’ Imagine that you have a
car to push. You develop your strength by pushing it. If heavy ballast is put
into the car it will be heavier to push, but you would develop greater
strength. Suppose the Godhead had let the world's evolution remain as it
was, up to the time just after the Jupiter evolution, men could have



certainly developed very well; but humanity could have become still
stronger if hindrance had been in its way. For the good of humanity, certain
Mights or Spirits of Motion had to receive adverse commands. These were
not evil at first, one need not consider them as evil Powers, one might
even say they sacrificed themselves by putting obstacles into the way of
development. Therefore, these Mights may be called the gods of
hindrance, of impediment, in the widest sense of the word. They are the
gods of the impediments and hindrances placed in the way, on the high-
road of development. And from that moment, the possibility was given for
all that was achieved in the future. These ‘adversely-commanded’ Mights
were not yet evil in themselves; on the contrary, they were the great
promoters of development, promoting it through the storms they
produced, but they were the breeders of evil; for, out of the storms they
produced, evil gradually arose.

Naturally, the path of development of these ‘adversely-commanded’
Mights shaped itself quite differently from that of their brothers; their
action was quite different, and the result was that, during the Moon-
development, they became the tempters, the seducers, of those beings we
call Angels. The Angels were passing through their human stage during the
Moon development. There were Angel-men on the Moon who, so to speak,
looked at the way the hindrances acted on development, and who said to
themselves: ‘We can now put ourselves in the way of conquering the
hindrances, we can plunge into the whole stream of the Moon's evolution;
but we prefer to pass it by, we do not want to plunge into it, we want to
remain above with the good Gods.’ These Angels tore themselves away, at
a certain moment of the Moon's development, from the Mights who were
throwing hindering influence down into the Moon-evolution. But there were
other Angels who said to themselves: ‘We will not follow our brothers, for if
we follow them, development would turn back, nothing new would be
embodied in it.’ Just because of the existence of these hindering influences,
something new was infused into evolution, from the time of the Moon
onwards. Those Beings who said to themselves: ‘I shall have nothing to do
with that which is going on down there, I shall stay with the Mights who do
not wish to be tainted by anything low,’ these withdrew from the mass of
the Moon and became part of the followers of all that is connected with the
Sun. They would not have anything to do with what was proceeding on the
forsaken Moon, when all the hindering powers held sway. But the other
Beings who plunged down into it, had now to take into their bodily nature;
(which they received on the Moon) all the hindering influences that existed
there. They had to harden themselves more, as it were, than would



otherwise have been the case. Their bodily sheaths became denser than
they would otherwise have been. In their bodies were implanted the
consequences of the deeds of the Mights, but these deeds were well
rooted in the divine plan of the world — we must keep that well in mind. A
further result of this was, that as the Moon development passed on into
that of the Earth, the whole process was repeated, and those Beings who
had plunged into the full tide of the Moon's development, remained behind
those who would have nothing to do with it, and others remained still
further back, and were attracted by the retrograding development. The
result of all this was, that during the earth evolution Angel-men existed,
who were advanced, and others who were retrograde.

The advanced Angel-men approached the men of the earth during the
time, when, in Lemuria, they were ripe to receive the germ of the human
‘I,’ and gave them the choice, as it were, to rise into the spiritual worlds,
then, and not to have anything further to do with that which since the time
of the Moon, had mingled with the course of the world's development. The
Beings who had stayed behind, whom we call the Luciferic beings, came
into touch with the human astral body — they could not approach the ‘I’ —
and grafted into that astral body all the results of the fight in heaven.
While to the Mights was assigned the fight in heaven, for they were
created Gods of Hindrance; the consequences of their deeds now slipped
into the human astral body, and there signified something else; they
signified the possibility of error and the possibility of evil. Man had now
been given the possibility of error and of evil with the object that he should
also have the possibility of rising above evil and error, through his own
strength.

Now consider that such Beings as the Mights, belonging to the second
threefold Hierarchy, could not have had the power to become evil of their
own free will; they had to be ‘adversely-commanded;’ and it was the
Beings of the third threefold Hierarchy, and only those who stand nearest
to man, the Angels, who first had it in their power to follow, or not to
follow, the hindering Powers. Those who did not follow we always find
represented in the pictures which illustrate the victories fought out in
heaven. They express what happened during the Moon development, when
Man had progressed as far as the organisation of his astral body, that is to
the human-animal stage. Then those Angel beings who, so to speak,
remained good, tore themselves away from the course of the Moon
development, they escaped from what was going on down there, on the
Moon. And this picture is represented to the Soul of man in different ways.
It was originally represented in the fight of Michael with the dragon. You



see it also in the symbol of the Bull of Mithra, where it is specially clearly
expressed. It is, of course, not meant that in doing this these Angel Beings
avoided their duty, but they were put forth as an ideal for the future.
‘These beings’ — it was said — ‘preferred to rise into the spiritual worlds,
whereas you have descended. Other beings came down with you, those
who followed the Powers of Hindrance. You must now work upon that
which you have absorbed in this descent, and carry it up again into the
spiritual world; when you rise again you must become a Michael, a
conqueror of the Bull.’ For every symbol of this kind is used in a twofold
sense.

Thus we see that, because those ‘Mights’ were given certain orders, men
first received the possibility of reaching their goal by their own strength, a
thing which even the highest Seraphim cannot do of themselves. This is
very essential. The Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones cannot do otherwise
than follow the immediate impulses given them by the Godhead. The
Dominions of the second threefold hierarchy, too, cannot do otherwise. A
certain number of the Mights were ordered to oppose, so that those Mights
also, who, as it were, threw themselves into the way of development, could
not do otherwise than follow the orders of the Godhead. In what is called
the ‘origin of evil’ they could but perform the will of the Godhead who, by
means of evil, wishes to develop more powerful good. Now let us descend
to those Beings we call the Powers or Spirits of Form. They also could not
have come to this of themselves. They could not have grown wicked of
themselves, nor could the Spirits of Personality, nor could the Spirits of
Fire. For, when these were men on the Sun, the Mights had not yet been
ordered to oppose, there was as yet no possibility of becoming wicked. The
first who had the possibility of becoming evil were the Angels, for this
could only happen after the development of the Moon. There, from the Sun
to the Moon, the Fight in Heaven took place. A part of the Angels avoided
this possibility, they would not be seduced by the forces which had to
introduce hindrances, they held to the way of the old Nature. Thus, as far
down as the Angels, or part of them, we have Beings who are absolutely
unable to do otherwise than follow the divine Will. It is essential to
remember this.

We now come to two categories of Beings. First those Angels who fling
themselves into that which the Mights produced during the Fight in
Heaven; these are Beings who on account of their later deeds we call
Luciferic. These Beings became united to the human astral bodies during
the Earth-evolution and gave to men the possibility of evil, and also the
possibility of developing through their own free power; so that in the whole



sequence of Hierarchies we have only men; and some of the Angels, who
have the possibility of freedom. In the midst of the ranks of the Angels the
possibility of freedom begins, but it is first fully developed in men. When
man entered the earth, he had at the beginning to be assailed by the
power of the Luciferic Spirits; they penetrated the human astral body with
their force. The ‘I’ was therefore attracted towards those forces, so that
during the Lemurian and Atlantean evolutions, and even later we have the
‘I’ as in a cloud, as sheathed in a cloud, which was produced by the
assaults of Lucifer. Man was saved from being overpowered by these forces
which penetrated him, only because he was overshadowed by earlier
Beings, because Angels who had remained above, and also Archangels,
came down from the spirit world, incarnated into special individuals and
guided men. And this continued up to the time when something quite
particular took place; when a Being, whose existence up to then had
always been united to the existence of the Sun, when a Being had
progressed so far as to be able to penetrate, not only the physical, etheric
and astral bodies of men, as former exalted Beings had done, but to
penetrate into man even as far as his Ego.

You remember how I described that in former times higher Beings
descended and ensouled the human physical, etheric and astral bodies.
Now at a special time, an individual arose who was chosen to receive into
him the highest Being — a Being who was at first united to our Sun
existence, but who now entered into, and worked inspiringly in all the
powers of this individuals Ego.

The ‘I’ expresses itself through the blood. Just as the material substance
of blood is the expression of the ‘I’, so the warmth or fire of the blood,
which is the remnant of the Saturn fire, is the expression of the Ego in the
elements. This Being had to find expression physically in a twofold way;
first through fire. It proclaimed itself to Moses through fire in the burning
bush and in the thunder and lightning on Sinai. For it is the same Being
who later was able to penetrate into the human ‘I’, who spoke to Moses in
the burning bush and in the thunder and lightning on Sinai. This Being
prepared its advent, and appeared in a body in which blood flowed — in
the body of Jesus of Nazareth. Through this, a Sun-Being entered into an
earthly individuality. Because the human ‘Ego’ will be filled ever more and
more by the force which then entered into it, it will become ever more and
more capable of overcoming by its own power the influences which can
pull it down. For the Being who could penetrate into the Ego of man, is of
a different nature from those other Beings who formerly descended to
earth and ensouled physical, etheric and astral bodies. Let us take the



ancient holy Rishis. In their etheric body there was, as we have seen, the
spirit of a high Being; they had inherited that etheric body from great
Atlantean forefathers in whom that exalted Being had lived. It was passed
over to them. They could not follow at all with their Ego and their astral
body, the things which their etheric body expressed in the moments of
inspiration. And so it happened from epoch to epoch. Men were inspired; it
was always as if a power was in them, something that took strong
possession of them. From what man was capable of in himself — he was
withdrawn, in order to become better. He was inspired by a better Being.
This was the case with all founders of religions. They were ensouled by a
Being who was still high above the Fight in Heaven, so that they were not
left completely to themselves. In the Christ there appeared a Being of a
quite different nature, who did nothing, nothing at all, to force people to
come to Him. And this is essential! If you take the whole manner in which
Christianity was propagated, you will find a living proof that the Christ
during His life did nothing of what was done later for the propagation of
Christianity. Look at the founders of religion of the ancient times! They are
the great Teachers of humanity, they taught from a certain period in our
development, and their teaching acted on men in an overwhelming way.
Look at the Christ! Does He, fundamentally speaking, work through His
teaching? The man who thinks that His teaching is the most important
part, does not understand the Christ. The Christ did not in the first place
act at all through His teaching, but through that which He did. And the
greatest deed of the Christ was that which ended with death, was His
Death. This is the essential point, that the Christ acted though a deed, and
when this deed spread through the world, He was not any more physically
present. This is the great difference between the Christ and the other great
founders of religions. This difference is not at all understood as yet, but is
essential. You can follow all the teachings of Christianity, all that is
preached as Christianity, and you can find it all in other religious systems.
This cannot be denied. You can say: ‘All the essential part of Christian
teaching is included in other teachings.’ But has Christianity been operative
in the contents of its teaching? He who at first did what was most essential
towards spreading the essence of Christianity, did he rely on its teaching?
Look at the Apostle Paul! Was he transformed from a Saul to a Paul by
what is written in the Gospels? He persecuted the followers of Christ Jesus.
He persecuted them until He who died on the Cross appeared to him from
the clouds, until he, Paul, had his own personal occult experience of the
fact that Christ lived. It was the effect of that death, the result of that
deed, which gave the impulse to Paul, this was the cause of it all. Other
religious systems act through their teachings, and their teachings are the



same as in Christianity, but the essential thing in Christianity is not the
teaching, but what happened, the deed. And this deed is such that it does
not act upon man except when man makes up his mind to let it act upon
him, that is, when it can be joined to the absolutely free character of his
‘Ego.’ For it is not sufficient that the Christ should be present in the man's
astral body, He must be present in his ‘EGO,’ if He is to be really
understood. And the Ego must decide in complete freedom, voluntarily, to
receive the Christ. This it is with which we are concerned, this is the point.
Just because of this, the human Ego, when it unites with the Christ,
receives into itself a reality, a divine force which is not a mere teaching.
Therefore it can be asserted a hundred times that the teachings of
Christianity are to be found in other religions, but this is not the question;
the fact is that the essential thing in Christianity is the deed which can
become one's own possession only through free will, through a voluntary
ascent into the higher worlds. Man takes the Christ-force into himself,
because he voluntarily receives it, and no one can receive it who does not
do so voluntarily. This has only been made possible for man because he
has become human upon earth, because he was called to grow into man
on earth.

The fallen Angels who have spread over the earth as Lucifer, are in a
different position. These ought really to have become men on the Moon;
they have remained behind in their development, hence they can enter the
astral body but not the Ego. They are in a peculiar position, a position
which we can only describe graphically, even if it appears somewhat
pedantic. Let us suppose, leaving aside the physical and etheric body, that
the astral body of man during the Lemurian development was represented
by the circle A-B-C, and the Ego was the circle enclosed (a) in that astral
body. The Ego gradually entered the astral body. What happens now?
During the Lemurian development the Luciferic forces slip on all sides into
the man's astral body and penetrate him with their activities, which find
expression in his lower passions. That through which he succumbs to error
and evil is rooted in his astral body; the Luciferic spirits have implanted this
into him. (If they had not done this he would never have had the possibility
of error and evil, he would have been lifted up to the place from whence
he receives his ‘Ego’, untouched by all hindering influences.) So it goes on,
but the great leaders protect humanity as far as it is necessary so that it
should not sink too low.

Now comes the Advent of the Christ. Let us take a man who has
voluntarily received the Christ. Christianity is only at its beginning. But let
us take the Ideal; the man's ‘Ego’ has voluntarily, with complete free will,



allowed the Christ's force to flow into him. When the Ego has progressed
so far that it has filled itself with the Christ, then this Christ force irradiates
the astral body also. In that same astral body, into which the Luciferic
powers had formerly implanted their deeds, the Christ power is now
radiating from within outwards. What happens in the future? Because we
have overcome with the help of Christ, and only with His help, all those
human qualities which come from Lucifer, we also, as men, gradually
release the Luciferic powers; and a time will come, when the Luciferic
powers who, during the Moon development, had to sink downwards into a
certain lower evolution for the sake of human freedom, and who had not
themselves the opportunity of experiencing the Christ force upon earth,
these Luciferic powers will experience the Christ force through man, and
through Him they will be released. Man will save Lucifer, when he takes the
Christ force into himself in the necessary way. And because of this, man
will again grow stronger than he otherwise would have been. For imagine:
if man had not received the Luciferic powers, then the Christ force
irradiating him, would not have encountered the hindrances of the Luciferic
forces, and it would have been impossible for man to progress so far in
wisdom, goodness and in truth as he may do, when he has to overcome
these opposing forces.

Thus in Man, we have a member of the Hierarchies who, as we see, is
very distinct from the other members. We see that man's position is
different from that of the Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, the Spirits of
Wisdom, of Motion and of Form, and different too from the Spirits of
Personality, from the Fire Spirits the Archangels and from some of the
Angels. He can say to himself, looking into the future: ‘I am called on to
search in my own inmost depths, for that which gives me the impulse for
my actions — I do not receive it from gazing on the Godhead like the
Seraphim, but from the innermost depth of my own being.’



The Christ is a God whose action is such that one is not absolutely forced
to follow His Impulse, one follows it only when one understands it, and in
freedom. He is, therefore, the God who never seeks to hinder the free
development of the Ego in this or that direction. The Christ says in the very
highest sense: ‘You will know the Truth and the Truth will make you free.’

And those beings of the next Hierarchy who had the possibility of doing
evil, the Luciferic beings, these will again be released, liberated by the
power of man.

We therefore see, my dear friends, how in fact the World development
does not simply repeat itself, but that new things enter. For a human stage
such as is lived by men at present was never met with before, not with the
Angels, nor the Archangels, nor the Spirit of Personality. Man had a
completely new mission to fulfil in the world, the mission we have just
characterised. For the sake of this mission he has descended into the world
of the earth. And the Christ came into the world as a free Helper for him,
not as a God acting from above, but as a first-born among many.

Thus at last, we understand all the dignity and all the importance of Man
as a member of our Hierarchies, and when we glance upwards to all the
nobility and the glory of the higher Hierarchies we say to ourselves: Be
they ever so great, so wise, so good that they never err from the right
path, yet the great mission of man is to bring Freedom into the world, and
with Freedom firstly that which one calls Love in the true sense of the



word. For Love without Freedom is impossible. A Being who blindly follows
an impulse, just follows it; but for a Being who can also act otherwise,
there exists but one force which he could follow, and that is Love. Freedom
and Love are two poles which belong to each other. If Love is to enter into
our Cosmos, it can happen only through Freedom, that means, only
through Lucifer and those who conquer him; and at the same time through
the Saviour of men, through the Christ. Therefore, the earth is the Cosmos
of Freedom and Love, and therefore, the essential thing is, that we,
without tempting man away from humility, must learn to reckon the
Hierarchies as they ever have been reckoned in Western esotericism:
Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones; these follow the direct impulse of the
Godhead, having the sight of God. The Spirits of Wisdom, of Motion, and of
Form, (Dominions, Mights, and Powers), these are as yet so bound to the
higher powers that they have to be given ‘adverse-commands’ in order that
evolution should have the possibility of proceeding further. The Archangels
and the Spirits of Personality also cannot fail, cannot, through their own
free will, sink into evil. Therefore, the spirits of the Hierarchies next above
man were called Messengers and Arch-Messengers to show that they did
not fulfil their own tasks but the tasks of those who stand immediately
above them. But in men a Hierarchy is maturing which will fulfil its own
tasks.

Through the Jupiter, Venus and Vulcan developments man will be always
maturing towards accomplishment from out his own Impulses. Even if to-
day he is not yet so far advanced he will attain to it in time.

Which are the Hierarchies? We begin: Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones; the
Spirits of Wisdom, who exercise their dominion only so far as they act in
the direction of the impulses they receive from the gods; then the Mights
or Spirits of Motion, who have their power only because they receive it
from above; it is the same with Spirits of Form. Were they to become evil,
they could. become so only according to the decision of Divinity. We come
then to the Spirits of Personality, to the Arch-messengers and messengers
and have now descended almost as far as to men. And what can be said of
Man if we place him in the ranks of the Hierarchies? After the Archangels
and Angels, the Arch-messengers and messengers, we will have to rank
the Spirits of Freedom or Spirits of Love; for this, beginning from above, is
the tenth of the Hierarchies, which although in process of development, yet
belongs to the Hierarchies.



In the universe we have not to do with repetitions, each time that a cycle
is passed, something new is added to the world's evolution. And to
introduce the new element, is always the mission of that Hierarchy, which
is at its human stage of development.

In these lectures we have endeavoured to prove the significance of Man
through the significance of our Cosmos; we have, to a certain degree at
least, questioned ourselves to-day as to the spiritual significance of man,
and we have endeavoured to explain man — this point in the centre of the
universe — in accordance with the teaching of the Mysteries, by explaining
him — the point, from the circumference!

In doing this our knowledge gains reality; for it is most essential that all
true spiritual knowledge should be a concrete true knowledge. This means
that the knowledge gained through spiritual science should itself give a
direct presentation of the Cosmos and of the Spiritual Hierarchies.

We stand at the central point of the world. Everything around us loses
significance for us, because we have to say: The external world of sense
cannot solve the riddle for us. It is, as if everything were to draw together
to a centre, and when this is done — then from the circumference, the
solution of this world problem comes back to us in actual reality, just as is
the case with matter itself which is a reflection and symbol of the spiritual.
It draws together in the centre, disappears there, and then emerges again
out of the circumference. This is a reality. And our knowledge is real when
it thus stands before our eyes like the construction and the process of the
whole cosmos. Then it is no speculation, no fancy, it is born out of the
Cosmos itself. And we must develop the feeling within us: Wisdom must be
an ideal for us, which is born out of the circumference of the Cosmos, and
which fills us with the strongest force, with force to carry out our own
intentions, our own great world-Ideal, and with this, force also for our ideal
for future humanity.

TRANSLATOR: Goethe died in 1832; these lectures were given in 1909.

TRANSLATOR: Cologne is probably quoted over because of its nearness to
Düsseldorf, and because of its prominence in German Literature, but most
of it is comparatively modern.
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